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Wiyot Parent Committee 

3:30pm  

*April 12 

Business Council 6:30pm  

*April 26 

Business Council 6:30pm  
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Mark your calendar 

for  

Wiyot Tribe 

Annual Meeting 

April 3rd, 2010 

Election of Officers 

For Wiyot Tribal 

Council 

10am 

     The Annual Meeting of the Wiyot 

Tribe will be held at the Table Bluff 

Community Center April 3rd, 2010 at 

10:00 am.  Items on the agenda are elec-

tions for Council positions, check sign-

ers, and Staff Department Reports. 

Annual Wiyot Tribe Meeting 

Special Thanks  

     Special thanks to Clarke Historical 

Museum for loaning us regalia for many 

of our past ceremonial events, most re-

cently the Candlelight Vigil.  The Clarke 

is happy to see these caps, dresses and 

aprons dance again!  Please stop by the 

Clarke Museum next time youõre in Old 

Town, Eureka; they are open Wednes-

day-Saturday 11-4 pm. 

 VOTE  

 

   VOTE  

 

         VOTE  
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     Michael Barton Cunningham passed away in his 

sleep at home in Everett, Washington on February 4, 

2010.   

     Michael was born on July 23, 1943 in Seattle, 

Washington to the Late Charles H. Cunningham and 

the late Edna M. Bartow. 

     After high school, Michael joined the US Navy 

and was honorably discharged after his tour of duty.   

He then served the next 35 years at the Boeing 

Company and was a good upstanding member of 

Lodge 751 of the International Aerospace Machinists 

Union and retired in 2003.  Michael was also a proud 

member of the Wiyot Indian Tribe of Loleta, Califor-

nia.   

     In addition to his parents, he was preceded in 

death by his brother, John and nephew, Shawn.  He 

is survived by his two cats, sister, Diane, nephew, 

Curtis and niece, Cheryl. 

     A memorial service was held at Faull-Stokes Fu-

neral Home on February 26, 2010 . 

 

 

GO GREEN  

 

SAVE A TREE AND  

 

USE  

TECHNOLOGY  

  

VIEW THE NEWSLETTER ON 

LINE  AT  

 

WWW.WIYOT.COM/NEWS/

NEWSLETTER  

The Wiyot Tribe provides a free snack to all 

children ages 0-18 during the school year from 3:30-

4:00pm Monday ð Friday.  The Tribe offers four sites 

which are; Boys & Girls Club of Wiyot Country, 

Loleta, Cuddeback, & South Fork.  During the sum-
mer months the Wiyot Tribe serves breakfast at 

9:00am and lunch at 12:00pm.  All of the meals are 

based on the USDA requirements.  The menus are 

posted and are also sent out in the Wiyot Tribes 

monthly newsletters.  During the school months the 

B&GC of Wiyot Country offers the Kids in the 

Kitchen program.  Club kids are able to help prepare, 

set up, serve, and clean up a snack.  For questions or 

information contact Michelle or Trena (707) 733-

5055 

Michael Barton Cunningham  

1943-2010 

Our sincerest  

condolences  for your 

loss. 

 

The Wiyot Tribe 

Free meals for children 
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     Unplug Day is an invitation to all people to show our love and respect for Mothe Earth by challenging é Of Interest  
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Tribal Office needs your Help  

Receptionist Trainee Position  

Council Contact Numbers  

Gail Green          Ted Hernandez     Brian Mead   Leona Wilkinson   Joycelyn Teague      Alan Miller          Sharon Thurman 

Tribal Chair        Vice Chair             Secretary      Treasurer          Council Member    Council Member     Council Member 

Cell #                  Cell #                   Cell #            Cell #                  Cell #                        Cell #                    Cell # 

845-0440             599-0888             499-4929       497-9304             599-6852                  497-9572               502-6189    

 

        Menõs Camp, when they have wood, will deliver 

on the 1st Wednesday of every month.   If you have 

questions, please call the Tribal Office 733-5055.  

      If you are interested in learning the functions of a 

receptionist, are 18 years old and a Wiyot Tribal 

Member, there is an opportunity to learn skills asso-

ciated with that position or fine tune skills you al-

ready have.  The Wiyot Tribe has a 3 month trainee 

position to learn/or review new term starts June 

2010.  Some of the skills to be learned are typing, 

filing, answering the phone, receipting monies, data 

entry, being a team player and much more.   

      Please call Linda at 707-733-5055 for more infor-

mation if  interested or email her at linda@wiyot.us  

    

     Please help us get in touch with the following 

people:      

Charlene Cody**   Amanda Moon**      

     We have either no address or the mail is being 

returned.  If anyone has information on how to reach 

these folks, please call the Tribal Office at 707-733-

5055     

Menõs Camp  

     Fish and Game code Section 7153 provides for 

sport fishing from public piers without a sport fishing 

license. 

     All Species, size and limit regulations apply to any-

one fishing from these piers.  Persons fishing are lim-

ited to two rods or crab traps per person.  A person 

who leaves one of these structures to go onto the 

mud flats to clam, or land a fish would need a sport 

fishing license. 

     Facilities available at Humboldt Bay: North and 

South Jetties from the ocean outwards, F Street 

Dock, Samoa Boat Ramp, Fields Landing Boat Ramp, 

Bonnie Gool Guest Dock, Adorni Center Dock and 

the public fishing pier at the foot of Del Norte 

Street. 

 

Fishing Can be Free  
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    Hello Wiyot Tribal community- 

 

     The Culture Department is looking for volunteers 

to help educate the local community about Wiyot His-

tory and Culture. Please see the below flyer for details   

        As a part of the Cultural Departments effort to 

collaborate with agencies, the California State Parks 

has asked the Tribe to tell their accounts of history in 

the era of the 1860õs pre-contact, as well as post con-

tact. We are looking for community members who are 

willing to be a part of this educational experience.  

   

      If interested in volunteering at Fort Humboldt His-

tory Days, please contact Briannon Fraley at (707) 733-
5055, brie@wiyot.us, or stop by the Cultural Heritage 

Center, across from the tribal administration office.  

 

 

 

 

SSI/SSP recipients are required to claim all RSTF 

quarterly payments.  This income counts against 

the SSI/SSP resulting in a reduced income the 

month following the disbursement.  Failure to re-

port the income can result in a accrued overpay-

ment which may cause a long-term reduction in 

income in the form of a period of suspension or 

reduction of monthly income through a payment 

plan.  There is a way to avoid this reduction in in-

come and make this income benefit SSI/SSP recipi-

ents.  The tribe operates a Fixed Utility payment 

program that allows the tribe to pay non-essential 

utilities such as gas, cell phone, cable and or satel-

lite bills on the tribal members behalf.  This pay-

ment does not count against the SSI/SSP recipient 
and allows the RSTF funds to benefit the tribal 

member.  If you or your loved one is interested in 

signing up for this program contact the tribal office 

and request a RSTF fixed utility program form prior 

to the next RSTF distribution. 

     The campaign is on to keep consumers 

paying billions a year in overdraft fees.  As you 

know, instead of denying debits on insufficient 

funds for no fee, banks routinely cover these debit 

card purchases and ATM withdrawals and charge 

$35 per overdraft which they take directly out of 

consumers' next deposits.  In 2008 consumers paid 

$24 billion for all forms of overdrafts.   Banks earn 

as much as $38 billion annually from overdraft fees, 

Fed officials said, and that total includes check 

overdrafts. 

     The Federal Reserve issued a new rule late 

last year that requires banks to get their custom-

ers' affirmative consent to cover overdrafts trig-

gered by debit card purchases and ATM withdraw-

als.  For new accounts, opt in is required starting 

July 1.  For existing customers, banks have until Au-

gust 15 to get you to opt in.   

SSI/SSP Recipients  

BANKS ENTICING YOU TO SIGN 

AWAY MONEY  

mailto:brie@wiyot.us
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Low oxygen levels along the Pacific Northwest 

are no surprise to scientists as these zones, along with 

zones in the Atlantic and Indian oceans, have been dis-

covered and studied.  What is surprising to scientists 

though is that these zones are beginning to grow larger 

in size and are consistent with global climate change 

models.  Along the Pacific Northwest, more specifically 

Oregon and Washington, Dungeness crabs, fish, 25-

year old starfish, and coral reef communities are dying 

due to òdead zones.ó  Unfortunately, for marine eco-

systems of the Pacific Northwest, there are other fac-

tors leading to the anoxic (low oxygen) conditions. 

Oxygen is essential for most marine organisms 

as some can withstand long periods in areas almost 

depleted of the element.  In the most recent decades 

(since the Industrial Revolution), the Earthõs tempera-

ture has been slowly rising.  As a consequence, oceans 

have begun to warm, thus altering the chemistry of the 

ocean, specifically, decreasing the watersõ ability to 

hold oxygen.  

Previous studies have attributed low oxygen 

levels to the high amounts of pollution found in the 

ocean from upstream activities such as agriculture.  

High amounts of fertilizers and manure contain phos-

phorus and nitrogen that deplete oceans of oxygen and 

increase the occurrence of toxic algae that survive in 

anoxic environments.  In recent years, studies have 
been showing that our oceans may not be facing one 

enemy when it comes to low oxygen levels but rather 

many more human induced problems such as carbon 

dioxide from fossil fuel combustion. 

As previously stated, oxygen depletion is not 

uncommon along the Pacific Northwest, the Atlantic, 
and Indian Oceans.  What is alarming is that these ar-

eas are growing in size and oxygen levels in oceans, 

globally, are beginning to show signs of decline.  For 

example, recent studies show oxygen levels in waters  

off the coast of Southern California have dropped 

20% over the past 25 years.  Oceans levels are be-

coming more acidic as greenhouse gases and car-

bon dioxide are deposited and absorbed. 

On a more local level, the Pacific North-

west faces more issues that speed up anoxic condi-

tions in our ocean.  Along with northerly winds 

during the summer and the Earthõs natural rotation, 

the oceans along the Pacific Northwest experience 

what is called òupwelling.ó  During this event, sur-

face waters are pulled away from shore, causing 

nutrients and colder waters from the ocean bot-

tom to be brought up to the surface. During this 

period, anoxic waters from the bottom are then 

oxygenated by the air and phytoplankton feed on 

the high loads of nutrients. As phytoplankton begin 

to die, the decomposition process uses up oxygen.  

Finally, southerly winds along the Pacific Northwest 

reverse the process in what is called 

òdownwelling.ó  Since 2002, scientists began to no-

tice a change in wind and ocean circulation which 
disrupted the pattern between upwelling and 

downwelling. This change has led to the expansion 

of òdead zonesó along the shores of the Pacific 

Northwest. 

         Scientists are still unsure as to how these 

òdead zonesó will affect ocean ecosystems. Some 
believe that deeper species will be affected more 

due to the fact that they are slow moving and inca-

pable of escaping low oxygen levels. Fish species of 

great concern such as salmon may have to adapt to 

swimming at shallower water depths and higher 

temperatures, a recipe for disaster concerning this 

species. Some species favoring low oxygen level 

areas will surely benefit as oth-

ers begin to go extinct.    

 

By Tim Nelson  

Low oxygen zones growing in the  

Pacific Northwest  
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Compost Bins 

 

If you live in Humboldt County and are in desperate 

need of a compost bin for this growing season, visit 

http://www.humboldtrecycling.org/default.php?

a=garden for a great discount ($40 usually $80 retail) 

on The Earth Machine located at the following facilities: 

Arcata Community Recycling Center 

Eureka Community Recycling Center 

Fortuna City Hall (725-7600) 

Humboldt County Division of Environmental 

Health (268-2225) 

City of Arcata Environmental Services (822-8184) - 

($20 for Arcata residents with proof of residency) 

Rio Dell City Hall (764-3532) 

For those members who live outside Humboldt 

County but wish to purchase a compost bin, check 

with your local recycling/waste facilities as these busi-

nesses may have the best deals! Local garden stores 

and home improvement stores carry compost ma-

chines but are usually more expensive than your local 

disposal facilities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Tim Nelson 

 

(continued from page 5) 

 

The outlook on the future has been pre-

dicted using climate change model which has been 

consistent.  No one knows for certain what may or 

may not happen but we can help by reducing our 

greenhouse gas emissions and controlling our pol-

lution inputs. 

For more information or if you have any 

questions or concerns, please contact the Environ-

mental Department. 

 

Planting Schedule 

 

     With April approaching and spring finally upon 

us, it is about time to begin planting some delicious 

dietary staples. April is the month to directly seed 

carrots, parsley, celery, and sunflowers while sow-
ing starts for plants such as bok choy, artichoke, 

zucchini, squash (winter/summer), cucumber, and 

melons. Sow seeds in flats (3-5ó of potting soil), 

cover with a thin layer of soil, pat gently and keep 

moist but allow to dry a little between watering. 

Remember, it is still not too late to plant early 

spring seedlings such as cilantro, dill, fennel, lettuce, 

broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower, kale, Brussels 

sprouts, spinach, chard, beets, peas, onions, green 

onions, leeks, potatoes, tomatoes, peppers, and 

tomatillos. 

 

Helpful Gardening Guide 

By Tim Nelson 

http://www.humboldtrecycling.org/default.php?a=garden
http://www.humboldtrecycling.org/default.php?a=garden
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                                                                                                             ...Language 

Letõs Review 


