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     WARNING!!!  When taking 

part in outdoor activities take pre-

cautions to prevent tick bite-related 

illness, such as Lymeõs disease.   

     As the weather changes, take the  

steps to reduce the exposure to 

ticks when you go outdoors to hike, 

camp and take part in other activi-

ties.  

     Ticks are small, insect-like crea-

tures that are found in grassy areas 

throughout California.  They like 

cool and moist places.  Ticks are of-

ten found in shaded grasses, shrubs 

and leaf litter.  Spring is when the 

young tiny nymph form is active.  

While Lymeõs disease is the most 

common tick-borne illness in Cali-

fornia, tick bites can cause a variety 

of human illnesses.  People may be-

come infected with the bacteria that 

cause Lymeõs disease when they are 

bitten by an infected western black-

legged tick.  This tick is the only one 

in California that transmits Lymeõs 

disease and it will attach to humans 

and other animals, feeding on blood 

over several days.  Early symptoms 

of Lymeõs disease often include a 

spreading rash and flu-like symptoms 

such as fever and body aches.   

Beware... Tick Season is Here  

     Individuals who find a tick can bring it 

to the Humboldt County Public Health 

Lab for free testing.  The tick must be 

whole, and in a container kept moist by a 

water-dampened piece of paper tower. 

 

Wear long pants and long-sleeved 

shirts.  Tuck pant legs into boots or 

socks and tuck shirts into pants. 

Use a repellent known for use against 

ticks. 

Inspect yourself often for ticks while 

in tick habitat especially on the scalp. 

Stay on the trail 

Wear light-colored clothing so ticks 

can easily be seen 

 

     Additional information, including pho-

tos, is at www.cdph.ca.gov. 
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The Wellbriety Journey for Forgivemess  

Media Release May 4th, 2009 

     Journey to heal historic Indian boarding school 

abuses, including a request for U. S. Government 

apology, set to begin May 16th at the Chemawa In-

dian School in Sale, Oregon and concludes in Wash-

ington, D.C. on June 24th, 2009.  The 40 day, 6800 

mile event will visit 24 historic Indian Boarding 

School sites to promote learning, emotional healing, 

and forgiveness of the harm done to American Indi-

ans during the almost 100 year boarding school era 

that began in North America in 1879.  A petition will 

be presented in Washington to President Barack 

Obama on June 24, 2009 requesting an apology on 

behalf of the U.S. government for the abuses of In-

dian children during the American boarding school 

era.  There are presently about 3000 signatures to-

tal. 

     It is now widely accepted that the historic and 

intergenerational trauma suffered by American Indi-

ans, First Nations people, and Alaska Native 

throughout North America has been propagated 

down the generations and is a major cause of todayõs 
social and health problems experienced by indige-

nous peoples.  Afflictions such as alcohol and drug 

abuse, mental health issues, diabetes, chronic ill 

health, incarceration, poor job opportunities, and 

numer- ous co-occurring disorders have been 

traced to the culture cleansing and assimilation 

abuses of both missionary schools and government 

schools during the boarding school era, approxi-

mately 1879-1970. 

     There is a growing precedent for apologies to 

indigenous peoples by heads of state and other insti-

tutions. 

In February of 2008, the Australian government 

apologized to its aboriginal people for abuses to 

children during the Australian Stolen Generations 

period of the 19th and 20th centuries. 

In June of 2008, the Government of Canada 

apologized to its indigenous people for the 

abuses of its residential school era. 

More recently, on April 29, 2009 Pope Benedict 

XVI expressed his sorrow at the anguish caused 

by the deplorable conduct of some members of 

the Church in the Canadian Residential School 

System and offered his sympathy and prayerful 

solidarity for healing, according to a Vatican com-

muniqué released on April 30. 

Most recently, on April 30, 2009 U.S. Senator 

Sam Brownback of Kansas re-introduced the Na-

tive American Apology Resolution, which offers 

an apology from the United States government 

to American Indians.  Companion legislation was 

also introduced in the House by Representative 

Dan Boren of Oklahoma, according to an April 

30th news release 

     To prepare local indigenous communities for the 

coming of the Wellbriety Journey for Forgive-

ness, 12 Historical Trauma workshops were held 

across the U.S. in April of 2009.  Attendance, enthu-

siasm and healing experiences were strong at each 

event.  Hundreds availed themselves of the opportu-

nity to prepare for the coming of the Journey to 

their communities.  For example, on April 18 over 

100 participants attended the Historical Trauma 

workshop in Mt. Pleasant, Michigan, site of the for-

mer Mt. Pleasant Indian Industrial School, which op-

erated from 1893 to 1933.   

     Everyone, American Indian or otherwise, is en-

couraged to express their solidarity with the request 

for a U.S. government apology by signing the online 

petition for Apology for Abuses at US Indian 

Schools, available by visiting www.whitebison.org.  

The Wellbriety Journey for Forgiveness is spon-
sored by White Bison, Inc., an American Indian non-

profit organization.  The Journey is being funded by 

grassroots efforts.  All those believing it is time for 

the US government to step up and make an apology 

to its indigenous people are invited to help fund this 

historic event by contributing at the website and also 

signing the petition. 
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Tribal Office needs your Help  

      

     Please help us get in touch with the 

following people: 

     Charlene Cody  

     Amanda Moon  

     Terry Lange  

 

     We have either no address or the 

mail is being returned.  If anyone has 

information on how to reach these 

folks, please call the Tribal Office at 

707-733-5055 

  

Highway Clean -up 

     Adopt -a-highway with the Cal-Trans 

organization asks that you and your 

crew work your 2 mile stretch once 

every 3 months (of course, weather 

permitting). 

     We had a very small crew this time,  

worked efficiently, thus and therefore 

got the job done.     There will be an-

other opportunity for you to volunteer 

to help keep that stretch of highway 

clean of debrisé..June, July and August 

are coming up and weõll need to plan 

one cleanup during that time, and some 

training, if youõre new.  So if you want 

to participate call me, Linda 733-5055 

and Iõll put your name on the  list. 

Jamie Orr, 

Steve Wilson 

Linda Woodin  

Marilyn Wilson 

(Not pictured) 

Menõs Camp 

     Menõs Camp has wood for 

sale.  Full cords or half cords are 

available.  

     For more information, please 

call Ted Hernandez, cell # 599-

0888 or Alan Miller, cell number 

496-8834. 

 

 

1.  How much water is used  to 

flush a toilet? 

2. How much water is used in 

the average five-minute 

shower? 

3. How much water is used on 

the average for an automatic 

dishwasher? 

4. On the average, how much is 

used to hand wash dishes? 

5. How much does one gallon 

of water weigh? 

 

See page 14 for answers  

Water  Trivia Facts  

by George Buckley 

Council Contact  

Numbers  

Gail Green  

Tribal Chairperson 

Cell 845-0440 

Ted Hernandez  

Vice Chair 

Cell 599-0888 

Brian Mead  

Secretary 

Cell 407-6662 

Leona Wilkinson  

Treasurer 

497-9304 

Joycelyn Teague 

Council Member 

Cell 599-6852 

Sharon Thurman  

Council Member Cell 502-6189 

Alan Miller  

Council Member 

Cell 496-8834 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congradulations  Samantha 

Haney on graduating from high 

school Class of 2009.  She 

plans on going to college and 

joining the Coast Guard in the 

near future.  
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     The department has been working on activities 

for the Wiyot summer youth program. We are ex-

cited about several opportunities for Wiyot to re-

learn the old ways, including dances, regalia, games, 

and stories. Please contact the tribal offices for 

more information, or the cultural department at 

cultural@wiyot.us. Program begins June 15th and 

will run until school starts in the fall. 

 

     The department has also submitted several 

grant proposals. We are waiting for the results 

which could potentially provide major funding for 

language, repatriation, and the Heritage Center. 

 

     No word yet on the Marina Center DEIR. Ac-

cording to the City of Eureka, responses to the 

Tribeõs comments may take months more. I am 

keeping track of the progress, even if seen as a 

thorn in their side. As you know, there was a vil-

lage site(s) in the vicinity of the Balloon Track that 

could be damaged by any ground disturbing con-

struction. 

 

     The Tribe is talking with the Forest Service, 

Blue Lake Rancheria, and Bear River Band of 

Rohnerville Rancheria about the future of the 

Humboldt Tree Nursery site. 

 

 

Cultural Department and Tribal Historic Preservation Office  

June News 

 

     The Preserve America grant project is moving for-

ward, with a storyline that spans the history of Tulu-

wat. Once we have the concept drawings, they will be 

available for council and general membership comment. 

We will be including the post contact history, natural 

history, and the old ways and legend. 

 

     Elderõs Summer Gathering is July 25th on the South 

Spit. Please mark your calendars and plan to share Wi-

yot culture, stories, and community. The Tribe will 

provide the main dishes, dessert is pot luck! 

 

     Although the economy has somewhat tanked up in 
Humboldt, there are some Timber Harvest Plans that 

need more careful oversight. I will be out in the field 

more often this summer as a result. Although villages 

were on the waterways, the interiors were used for 

seasonal gathering and for trade routes. There were 

also prayer places inland. 

 

     Museum staff is designing new display cases for re-

galia and larger baskets (such as baby baskets and eel 

traps). These will be custom built to fit our space, and 

are funded by the IMLS Museum grant. Later this sum-

mer, we are planning an exhibition on Indian Island ð 

past, present, future. 

 

     A reminder that cultural committee meets before 

the first council meeting of the month. Next meeting is 

June 8th at 5:30 p.m. 

 

 

mailto:cultural@wiyot.us
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  New Enrollees to the Wiyot 

Tribe  

     

Hope Atwell, Daniel Stephenson -

Ramirez, Zennon Zacha, Alan 

Stephenson III, Hayden Winkler 

and Donivan Mead  

     These new enrollees were ac-

cepted at the May 11, 2009 Busi-

ness Council Meeting.  

     Tribal certificates, newsletters 

and other information were  sent 

to each new member.  

 

 

 

Welcome  

 

 

Welcome  

       
Welcome  

       
 

Weõd like to hear from you!! 

     

     Live away from Wiyot country and want  to share something 

about yourself or where you live? Weõd love to hear from you. 

     And if youõd like to be more involved in the Tribe and want to 

offer your services, please let us know. 

     The Community Center and Tribal Office is located at 1000 Wi-

yot Dr., Loleta, CA 95551.  You can email Linda if you would like to 

submit something for the newsletter; linda@wiyot.us or call 707-

733-5055. 

Flag Day Etiquette  

     On June 14th, you will see a great number of American flags 

displayed on homes throughout the country.  Itõs especially impor-

tant now and should always be. 

     The flag should be displayed with the stars at the top, except 

when it is hung upside down as a distress signal.  The flag should 

never touch anything beneath it. 

     When  the flag is displayed all present should face the flag and 

salute, private citizens with their right hand on their hearts and 

military people with the conventional salute. 

 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of American and to 

the Republic for which it stands, one Nation, under God, indivisable ,with 

liberty and justice for all. 



Page 6 Wiyot News 

Languageé 

  

 

 

 

     According to Gladys Reichardõs field notes, the Wiyot traditionally measured the year from one fallñ

the time when salmon are caughtñto the next.  The Wiyot word for ôyearõ reflects the importance of 

salmon in Wiyot life:  goutsayóuwilh valhak or goutséyóuwilh velhúk (two slightly different pronunciations) 

means ôsalmon come onceõ.  Here is how that phrase breaks down: 

 

 

     This phrase illustrates two major differences between Wiyot and English.  First, the part of the phrase 

that means ôit comes onceõ is all one word in Wiyot (goutsayóuwilh or goutseyouwilh), while English needs 

three words to communicate the same information.  The other big difference is in the order of words and 

word parts:  in English, ôsalmonõ 

would be the first word in the phrase 

(ôsalmon come onceõ), but in Wiyot it 

is the last word.  If we translated the 

Wiyot literally, without changing the 

order of the word parts, we would 
get ôonce comes it the salmonõ, 

which is almost exactly the reverse 

of English word order. 

Although there are Wiyot words 

corresponding to English ôspring/

summer/fall/winterõ, these and other 
words for times of year (not surpris-

ingly) refer to events or changes in 

the natural world, such as what was 

being hunted or harvested at that 

time of year.   

Just by looking at the words for sea-

sons of the year, we can get a 

glimpse of the traditional Wiyot diet, 

which featured salmon (valhúk), eels 

(gouõdaw), berries (vaõd§w 
ôsalmonberryõ and vouõgulh or vouõgulh 

ôhuckleberryõ), and acorns (gaõm¼k). 

Karl Teeter, in one of his interviews with Della Prince, also records Wiyot names for days of the 

week, but these are quite different from the seasonal terms, and were almost certainly created after  

Wiyot Seasons & Time Words  

by Lynnika Butler, Language Program Manager 
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 contact with white people and their calendar.  The day names 

given by Mrs. Prince are based on the numbers 1-7, rather 

than on any references to nature (the number stems are in 

bold): 

     If you would like to hear these words pronounced, you 

can find them on the Language page of the Wiyot Tribeõs 

website (http://www.wiyot.us/language), or feel free to con-

tact me by email (lynnika@wiyot.us) and I can either email 

you the audio files or put them on a CD for you.  (Please 

note:  whenever possible I take audio clips from original re-

cordings of native Wiyot speakers, but if I am unable to find a 

word in the recordings I will record it myself.) 

 

RemindersReminders   

Language Committee Meetings          Language Committee Meetings          
please attend!please attend!   

Language classes (5:00 in Library): Language classes (5:00 in Library):   
11stst   & 3& 3rdrd   Mondays Every Mondays Every 

ThursdayThursday   

  
Notice  

I would like to hear from anyone 
who is interested in an off -

reservation language class (in 
Eureka or Arcata).  Classes would 
probably be on a weekday evening.  

Please contact me with your pre-
ferred day/time!  

lynnika@wiyot.us  
 
 

 

 

 

Mark your calendars now, 
the Wiyot Elders program 
will be hosting an Elk 
BBQ and Medicare Part D 
signups on June 26th from 
12- 1 pm.  

 

Bingo on Tuesdays has been  
suspended  

Until further notice.  

Watch for flyers posted on 
the bulletin board for start 

up date.  

Days of the Week in Wiyot  

dagoushipga'w Monday (from gouts- ôoneõ) 

dárrit véwi'gurr Tuesday (from rrit - ôtwoõ) 

dárrikvéwi'gurr Wednesday (from rrik - ôthreeõ) 

dána'véwi'gurr / dárra'méwi'gurr Thursday (from �U�U�L�\�i�·- ôfourõ) 

we'sagh dáhulu véwi'gurr Friday (�Z�H�·�V�D�J�K = ôfiveõ) 

duklhulouk dáhulu véwi'gurr Saturday (duklhulóuk = ôsixõ) 

ha'luw  dáhulu véwi'gurr Sunday (�K�D�·�O�X�Z = ôsevenõ) 

http://www.wiyot.us/language
mailto:lynnika@wiyot.us

