I you-quee Wiyot Tribal Members
My name is Gary Markussen, many of you Tribal folks know me from working this spring and summer at the Tribe. I worked in Men’s camp project,doing cultural programs at the Wiyot Tribal office this year.
 I also have enjoyed working with your Tribal children for the past eight months doing cultural projects and training for Brush Dance, stick game and other events.

I am now the new Cultural Manager for the Wiyot Tribe, though the Wiyot Tribe Cultural department. I came on board on 12/14/2009 as a new employee of the Wiyot tribe.
I currently live in Blue Lake area of northern Humboldt; I live on the Blue Lake Rancheria with my wife Deborah who is a Wiyot descendent. I currently have nine children, and four of my children still live at home with my wife and me.

 I am also a proud grandfather with seven grandchildren, all of whom living in Crescent City, California area.
I am a member of the Yurok Tribe, and my native family ties are from upper portion of the Yurok reservation. My Yurok family villages of Weitchpec, Cappell,  Erner, and Ishi Pishi  a village located up River In Karuk County. And I am also of Danish descendent from Norway too.
As the new Cultural manager I will be working with the Wiyot Tribe along side with the  Men’s Camp projects. My goal is to help meet the needs of the Wiyot Tribal community culturally.
My goals as a whole is to create and develop working cultural projects and programs that fit the needs of the Wiyot Tribe and men’s camp.  As we go down this road together, I will be asking your advice in developing Cultural projects and programs for the Tribe.
 I will always be interested in listening to your input and questions about what we are doing culturally or what projects we are doing or involved in now.
 My door is always open to the tribal membership. As a cultural Person I will learn from you folks, and I want to pass the information to the next generation of Wiyot tribal membership.
 My office is located in the back of the main big room in the Tribal complex where the Boy’s and Girls club programs are offered.
Walksclaw ( Thank You )

Gary Markussen

