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In Loving Memory of Alex Sherman 

ALEX SHERMAN LOPEZ On March 25, 2017, Alex Sherman-Lopez 
passed away doing what he loved, "Eeling". Alex was born Septem-
ber 05, 2001. He was a Wiyot Tribal Member. He was born and 
raised "Ruff N Tuff from Table Bluff". He graduated from Loleta 
Elementary School, and attended Fortuna High School and Eel Riv-
er Community School. Alex loved hunting, clamming, eeling and 
sports. Alex was very good at all he set his mind to. Alex played on 
an Eel River All-Star Baseball team that went to a State Champion-
ship. He was also part of a very special "Run and Gun" basketball 
team at Loleta Elementary with his cousins as his teammates. Alex 
touched a lot of hearts and lives. He was loved by so many (too 
many to name) and will be remembered and missed by all that 
knew him. Alex is survived by his mother, Sarah Sherman Lopez, 
brother, Liobardo Sherman Lopez, Christen Elisio Lopez, Jr., sisters 
Sarah, Jennifer Reyes, his maternal grandparents Cecil Sherman, Jr. 

and Deanne Meyers, and grandpa Jose and grandma Elisa. His un-
cles Jesse, Darrell, Cody, Jason and Jose and their families. His 
aunts, Marta, Rosa, Enedina, Juanita, Cecilia and their families the 
Johnson boys and his many cousins. Alex is preceded in death by 
his father, Elisio Lopez, Sr., brother Darwin Lopez, great grandfa-
thers Robert Johnson, Sr., Cecil Sherman, Sr. and great grandmoth-
ers Geraldine (Dolly) Rubira and Beverly James. 

THE DA’LUK    
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Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

In Loving Memory Of Joycelyn Teague 

Joycelyn was born and raised in Wiyot Country. 

She survived by 2 sons Jim Norman and William 

Teague and their families. Joycelyn lived an ad-

venturous life with her late husband Richard of 

25 years Together they owned and flew air-

planes , Harley bikes, you could always find them 

having fun in the sun somewhere. For many 

years she lived in Ukiah, Ca and worked for the 

school district until  she moved back to Table 

Bluff Reservation after the passing of her father 

Irving James.  Joycelyn was a Wiyot language ad-

vocate.  Her voice is featured on  numerous lan-

guage sound bites.  Her grandfather Dandy Bill, a 

fluent Wiyot speaker, was the subject of linguist 

recordings.  She sat on numerous tribal com-

mittees.  A Wiyot Cultural person she participat-

ed in dances including the first return of the com-

ing of age ceremony to Wiyot Country.  She 

served many years on the Wiyot Tribal Council.  

Joycelyn Teague volunteered countless hours to 

the benefit of Wiyot people.  She was voted 

Queen of Loleta by the Loleta Chamber of Com-

merce at Swauger Station Day some years ago.  

Joycelyn Teague will be sadly missed.  She was a 

kind hearted women who was loved by everyone 

who got to know her.  Memorial Service will be 

held April 9th @ 12pm Table Bluff Community 

Center . Please bring your favorite memory and a 

side dish to share. 

2/3/1938-2/10/2017 

Submitted  Michelle Vassel 
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Submitted  Michelle Vassel 



Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted by Michelle Vassel 
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Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

Good Luck Liobardo Sherman Lopez! 

We want to wish Liobardo Sherman Lopez the 

best of luck,  He has enlisted in the US  Ma-

rines and  will be leaving for boot camp on 

April 23, 2017 to Camp Pendleton, Ca.  There 

will be a Potluck dinner held on April 22 @ 

12pm at the Table Bluff Community Center 

1000 Wiyot Dr. Loleta, CA. Please come and 

wish him the best and send him off in a good 

way.  He has lived on Table Bluff his whole life 

and has been very involved in Community 

events. Liobardo attended Loleta Elementary 

and graduated Fortuna High in 2016. He is the 

son of Sarah Sherman Lopez and the late Elis-

eo Lopez.   

Submitted  Michelle Vassel 



Marijuana legalization is moving 

forward rapidly in California.  With 

some growers opting to legalize 

their business through the state’s 

medical marijuana, others growers 

in the area seem to be waiting for 

recreational permitting to begin in 

January 2018.  As it stands right 

now, the county has received 348 

applications related to medical ma-

rijuana in Wiyot ancestral territory.  

So far, only 18 permits have been 

approved. 

While most of these are for cultiva-

tion, in form of farms or greenhous-

es, a few are for research labs, pro-

cessing labs, or sales. Many more 

are expected.  However, it is esti-

mated that there are currently 

15,000 marijuana related opera-

tions within Humboldt County, with 

3000 of those of located in Wiyot 

territory.  Most of these operations 

are expected to seek to legalize for 

either medical marijuana permits, 

or to develop and sell recreational 

marijuana when permitting goes 

into effect next January. In addition, 

we are expecting to see marijuana 

development in more visible loca-

tions that were not previously used 

for growing, for example the Fern-

dale and Arcata bottoms. 

Unfortunately, marijuana growers 

tend to prefer sites that have access 

to water, sun, and other factors 

that have made these areas attrac-

tive to people well before European 

people started to settle in Hum-

boldt County.    As a result, archaeo-

logical resources have the potential 

to be heavily impacted.  As a result, 

we are working with a number of 

agencies, including Humboldt Coun-

ty Planning, California Food and 

Agriculture, and the State Water 

Boards to ensure that archaeologi-

cal sites are preserved.  In addition, 

we are also working to help make 

sure that other cultural resources, 

such as fish, mammals, and water-

ways are protected through work-

ing to reduce the use of harmful 

pesticides and taking of water from 

streams and rivers.  If anyone has 

any questions or concerns about 

marijuana development in Hum-

boldt county, please contact the 

Cultural Department at 707-733-

5055 x.107 or tom@wiyot.us. 

Gouriqh Dat Gaqilh had a son. His name was 
Gouriqh Dat Gaqilh Gouwiliyawanaqh [“above 
old-man his-son”]. They lived alone. Gouriqh Dat 
Gaqilh desired his son to be rich and powerful, 
and so he invented the gambling games. Then 
when the men from the other places came and 
wished to gamble with the young man, his father 
would secretly keep saying to himself, “I wish that 
my son may win.” And always his son was winner. 
He became very rich. Whenever he went hunting, 
his father would say, “I wish my son would get an 
elk at once.” And the young man would kill an elk 
without difficulty.  

But he began to mistreat his father, who therefore 
shut up all the elk in the side of a mountain, so 
that the young man could not kill even one. And 
now again the men from other places came to 
gamble, but Gouriqh Dat Gaqilh would say, “I wish 
my son may lose.” And the young man never won. 
It was not long before he had nothing, and he 
went away to the west.  

There he found Dagak, whose work was to make 
thunder, and he remained there to help the thun-
der-maker. When very heavy thunder occurs he is 
unable to hold on, and is shaken off and falls down 
to the earth. He seizes a tree-top, but it is not 
strong enough to hold him, and he falls to the 
ground, stripping the tree of its limbs on one side. 

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 

Marijuana Development in Humboldt 

The Cause of Lighting (Told to Edward Curtis by Jerry James) 
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Cleanup of accumulated waste on Table Bluff has been going well.  The placement of 40 yard debris boxes in the com-

munity center parking lot has worked out great for the most part.  However, while removing the contents of the last 

dumpster, Eel River Disposal personnel discovered some unapproved items as well as hazardous waste. Ten gallons of 

used motor oil, an assortment of fluorescent bulbs, and propane tanks were found mixed in with the debris inside the 

box.  The Wiyot Tribe Natural Resources Department (WNRD) would like to take this opportunity to remind everyone 

that any hazardous waste, or any questionable items, can be disposed of properly simply by contacting WNRD staff at 

733-5055.  Let us know what items you have and we can instruct you on proper disposal of that item or we can pick the 

item up and ensure that it is disposed of properly.  We are aware that most Table Bluff residents know, for the most 

part, what is acceptable to throw away and which items should be recycled.  The fact that the dumpsters that have 

been utilized here on the rez have open tops seems to be a problem.  Without being properly locked up, anyone from 

any of the surrounding communities can simple drive in during the night and throw anything in.  In the future WNRD 

staff will make sure to procure debris boxes that can be secured after hours to avoid this from happening again.  WNRD 

staff would like to thank TBR residents for their efforts to keep the community a clean and safe environment to live, 

and work, and are committed to helping TBR residents maintain a waste free zone.  The following list, while not com-

prehensive, is included as a reminder of items that cannot be disposed of without special handling. 

Any and all tires with or without rims 

Appliances 

TVs and computer monitors 

Fluorescent lights 

Oil 

Paint 

Chemicals 

Asbestos 

Propane tanks 

Any hazardous waste (if questionable contact the WNRD) 

Hazardous Waste Finds its Way into Debris 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “we belong to the Wilderness” 
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Submitted by Tim Nelson 



Wiyot Tribe Natural Resources Department (WNRD) staff are coordinating with US EPA 

Tribal Materials Management Specialist Deirdre Nurre to conduct a waste sort here on 

the rez.  In our previous article titled “WNRD to Conduct Waste Audit” we provided a 

description of a waste sort and highlighted the importance of characterizing the waste 

generated here on Table Bluff.  The event will be held on Tuesday April 25th at the com-

munity center basketball court.  There are a couple ways that you can be involved in this 

important event; First, simply allow us to pick up your trash the day before normal 

curbside service. Second, show up the day of the event and lend a hand. There will be 

food and refreshments.  This will be an all-day event.  A flyer with all information will be 

distributed to residences on TBR. 

Table Bluff Waste Sort – Come get your hands dirty! 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “we belong to the Wilderness” 

Congratulations  Michelle Hernandez!  

Submitted by Eddie Koch 
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A Recent Success 

The tribe recently received 2016 

Homeland Security Grant. This 

grant will allow us to set up an 

Emergency Operation Plan for 

the safety of the tribe and sur-

rounding community in the 

event of a disaster. 

  

  

 

Ha’wa’lou  

My name is Ted Hernandez and I would like to take this time to thank the Wiyot Tribe and 

Tribal Council for giving me this opportunity to serve as the new Public Works Director for 

the Wiyot Tribe.  

 

On my first week as the director I started off by attending the FEMA training up in Lay-

tonville on February 27 through March 2, 2017. At this training, I was shown how to create 

an Emergency Operations Plan for the tribe.  This EOP will bring our community, federal, 

state, and local partners together to create a plan for the Wiyot Tribe. Which will ensure 

the safety of this community and surrounding areas in the event of a natural disaster or 

even in a terrorist threat. In the near future, I will be asking the community to come and 

join the tribe’s safety committee to get input on what we would like to see written in this 

EOP. So, keep an eye out for flyers and I will be posting on our web pages. 

 

On my return, I met with my team Mike Paguia and Melvin Farmer to discuss our plans on 

keeping up with the roads, facilities, wood yard, and the grounds of the tribe to exceptional 

standards. I also met with our tribal elder and senior water and maintenance technician 

George Buckley too get his input on how this department should run. I would like to thank 

George for his knowledge that he has to share with us and the next generation. His 

knowledge and skills will help this department be a strong running system.   

 

This department will be setting up the Tribal citizen’s lawn mowing program again. The cost 

for this will be $20.00 a yard except for our elders over 65 and our disable citizens there will 

be no charge.  All we ask is that your yard is debris and obstacle free. This way our mowers 

and other lawn equipment do not get damaged in the process. This will also make it safe for 

our team to do an exceptional job for you the tribal citizen. We will be sending out flyers 

soon on the dates that this program will begin and who to contact. 

 

 

Ga’muluk Hagu’n “Public Works Department” 

“Our purpose of this Department is to ensure that our Tribal lands and facilities are maintained and kept up to a 

high standard.” 

Submitted by Ted Hernandez 
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Happy Belated Birthday Jeralyn Miller 

who turned 10 on March 6th, 2017! 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

Do you know someone that is graduating 

this year 2017. If so please send a picture 

along with their name and school to Fawn at 

the Tribal office or email fawn@wiyot.us 

Did you move and forgot to change your ad-

dress? You can fax 707-733-5601 or email    

addresschange@wiyot.us 
Tracy Johnson 

Angelina Klingsporn 

Jennifer Atkins 

Robyn Norman 

Johnathan Olson 

Gabrielle Hale 

Jade Anderson 

Jesus Brunner 

Submitted by Fawn Lopez 
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April 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
Annual Meeting 10 

am 

 

Big Time HSU 11am-

7pm 

2 

 

TBR Fellowship 9-12 

3 

 

4 5 
Elders Lunch / Bingo 

12pm 

SAIL 1-2pm 

 

6 7 8 
Family  Art Day  

Morris Grave Muse-

um 2-4 pm 

9 
TBR Fellowship 9-12 

Guided Nature walk 

@ Wildlife Refuge 

Loleta 9am 

10 
 

 

BCM 4pm 

11 12 

Elders Lunch / Bingo 

12pm 

 

Easter Party 2:30  

13 14 15 
Cecil Sherman Jr 

Celebration of life 

1pm TBR 

16 
TBR Fellowship 9-12 

 

Easter Sunday 

17 18 19 
Elders Lunch / Bingo 

12pm 

SAIL 1-2pm 

 

20 21 22 
Earth Day Eureka 

Zoo 12-5pm  

23 
TBR Fellowship 9-12 

24 
 

BCM 4pm 

25 26 
Elders Lunch / Bingo 

12pm 

 

SAIL 1-2pm 

27 28 29 

30 
TBR Fellowship 9-12 

      

Submitted by Fawn Lopez 
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Tsek Houdaqh “where the children are at”  

April 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 
1 
2:30-3 Snack 

3-3:30 Homework 

3:30-4:30 Young Wiyot 

Film makers 

Or Beading 

4:30-5 Outside activity 

4 
4-4:30 Snack/ Home-

work 

4:30-5 Weaving your 

own bowl 

52:30-3 Snack 

3-3:30 Homework 

3:30-4:30 Young Wiyot 

Film makers 

Or Beading 

4:30-5 Outside Activity 

6 
4-4:30 Snack/ Home-

work 

4:30-5 Weaving your 

own bowl 

7 
4-4:30 Snack/

Homework 

4:30-5 Movie/Free day 

8 

9 
1 
2:30-3 Snack 

3-3:30 Homework 

3:30-4:30 Young Wiyot 

Film makers 

Or Beading 

4:30-5 Outside activity 

11 
4-4:30 Snack/ Home-

work 

4:30-5 Weaving your 

own bowl 

12 
Easter Party 2:30 

13 
4-4:30 Snack/ Home-

work 

4:30-5 Weaving your 

own bowl 

14 
4-4:30 Snack/

Homework 

4:30-5 Movie/Free day 

15 

16 17 
 

Spring Break Tsek 

Houdaqh 10am –

4pm 

18 
 

Spring Break Tsek 

Houdaqh 10am –

4pm 

19 
 

Spring Break Tsek 

Houdaqh 10am –

4pm 

20 
 

Spring Break Tsek 

Houdaqh 10am –

4pm 

21 
 

Spring Break Tsek 

Houdaqh 10am –

4pm 

22 

23 
1 
2:30-3 Snack 

3-3:30 Homework 

3:30-4:30 Young Wiyot 

Film makers 

Or Beading 

4:30-5 Outside activity 

25 
4-4:30 Snack/ Home-

work 

4:30-5 Weaving your 

own bowl 

26 
2:30-3 Snack 

3-3:30 Homework 

3:30-4:30 Young Wiyot 

Film makers 

Or Beading 

27 
4-4:30 Snack/ Home-

work 

4:30-5 Weaving your 

own bowl 

28 
4-4:30 Snack/

Homework 

4:30-5 Movie/Free day 

29 

30       

Submitted by Donna Wilson 

12 



Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

Wiyot Tribal Council 
Ted Hernandez …...Tribal Chairman (2016-2020) 

Brain Mead…...Vice Chairman (2014-2018) 

Leona  Wilkinson …...Secretary (2017-2021) 

Vincent DiMarzo…...Treasury (2015-2019) 

Cheryl Seidner…...Council Member ( 2017-2021) 

Alan Miller…...Council Member (2015-2019) 

Madison Flynn…...Council Member (2016-2020) 

 

 

Da Rou Gawok “Everyone working Together”                                                         

Michelle Vassel…...Tribal Administrator  

Fawn Lopez…...Administrator Assistant                                                                          

Sarah Lopez …...Receptionist  / Assistant Enrollment Clerk                                                                                 

 

Gou’will da lalouluwuk “Taking care of People”                                                                                  

Myrna Rivera…...Health & Human Service Director  

Tammie Bettis…...Health & Human Service Assistant   

Donna Wilson…...Health & Wellness Coordinator                                                                              

Dr. Rita Wafler…...Licensed MFT 

 

Tsek Houdaqh “Where the Children are” 

Ina Wilson…...Youth Program Manager  

Donna Wilson…...Youth Program Assistant 

 

Hiwechk “Money” 

Marie Essig…...Fiscal Director 

Ashley Peterson…...Accounting Manager 

 

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 

 Dr. Thomas Torma…...Cultural Director 

 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We belong to the Wilderness” 

Tim Nelson…...Natural Resources Director 

Eddie Koch…...Natural Resources Specialist 

Patti Torres…...Natural Resources Technician  

Adam Canter…...Natural Resources Technician 

 

Ga’muluk Hagu’n “Building & Cleaning” 

George Buckley…...Water Operator 

Ted Hernandez….Public Works Operator 
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Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
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Run-Off Election 

There were two ties at the Elections on April 1, 2017.  Please keep an eye on your mail as there will be a run-

off election.  The Council Member position, a 4 year term 2017-2021 resulted in a tie between two candidates 

Cheryl A Seidner and Kirsten Boyce.  The Treasurer position, a position filled by appointment with a term end-

ed in 2019 resulted in a tie between Vincent DiMarzo and Linda Lange.  Notice of the election will be sent to all 

eligible voters (18 and over).   

 

Constitutional Amendments 

All of the constitutional amendments were passed by 2/3rd vote at the April 1, 2017 election.  The most signifi-

cant change to the Wiyot Constitution is the addition of Absentee Ballots.   In order to receive an absentee 

ballot the request must be requested 14 days prior to the election.  Other significant changes include clarifica-

tion of Tribal Council back ground check requirements  (requiring resignation of Tribal Council members if they 

have been conviction within the last 3 years, completion of parole less than three years before the election, 

failure of a drug test, outstanding warrants for arrest, and other situations determined by General Council).    

Tribal Council nominees will be required to attend at least one General Council Meeting and three Tribal Coun-

cil meetings during the calendar year before nomination is submitted in January and must sit on one com-

mittee or board during the calendar year before nomination is submitted in January.  The requirements for 

amending the constitution include a 2/3rds vote of at least forty person of the eligible voters of the Tribe.    

 

Changes to the Revenue Sharing Trust Fund for minors 

Minor Children will no longer be receiving half of the Revenue Sharing Trust Fund payments.  All Revenue Shar-

ing Trust funds for minor children will now be placed into Trust.  Also, in order to request Minor’s Trust funds 

Young adults will be required to graduate high school in order to request the funds at 18 years of age.  If high 

school is not completed the individual would be required to wait until the age of 21 to request the funds.   

Submitted by Michelle Vassel 
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Submitted by Michelle Vassel 



 

 

Wiyot Tribe 

1000 Wiyot Dr 

Loleta, CA 95551 

Change of Address Request Form 
This is to confirm that my new mailing address is as follows:   

 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ______________________________  City:  ______________________  State:  _____ Zip:________ 

 

Email:  ______________________________   Telephone:  (          )  ____________________________ 

 

Previous Names Used:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Children who will be effected (legal name and Date of Birth:   

 

____________________________     _____________________________  ______________________________ 

 

 

____________________________     _____________________________   ______________________________ 

 

 

Signature:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 


