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Congratulations  Liobardo!  

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

Liobardo Sherman Lopez  enlist-

ed into the Delayed Entry Pro-

gram for the United States Ma-

rine Corps on December 21, 

2016. While in the Delayed Entry 

Program he attained the rank of 

Private First Class. Liobardo 

shipped to Marine Recruit Train-

ing on April 24, 2017 and gradu-

ated on July 21, 2017.  While Lio  

came home during his break he 

was greeted by family and had a 

softball / potluck to send him 

back off. We will miss him but 

wish him the best in his new 

journey and couldn't be more 

proud of  him.  

Sarah Sherman Lopez( L) Liobardo Lopez (R) 

Submitted By; Fawn Lopez 
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“Our purpose of this Department is to ensure that our Tribal lands and facilities 
are maintained and kept up to a high standard.” 

The Department has been extremely busy for 
the months of June and July. We have been 
taking care of the maintenance of the tribal 
offices, roads, and the grounds.  My team 
has been taking inventory of all our equip-
ment and keeping up with the maintenance of 
all our heavy equipment so that we can do the 
best job for our tribal community. 
  
The Ga'muluk Hagu'n has been also helping trib-
al elders with their lawns and even some minor 
home repair on the reservation when needed. We 
have also started the tribal lawn mowing program 
on the reservation as well. If you would like to 
have your lawn cut just contact the Tribal Office. 
They will than start to get the work order started 
so that we can get to you. By you putting in a 
work order this will help our department to stay 
on track. Also remember that your work order will 
fall in order in which they arrive to this depart-
ment. If you are an elder 60 and above or disable 
citizen your lawn will be mowed for free. The cost 
for anyone under 60 or that is not disable will be 
twenty dollars. The only thing that we ask is that 
there be no debris or obstacles that might dam-
age the equipment when we come out to mow. If 
you would like to cut your own yard with the tribes 
lawn mower and weed eater there is a rental form 
and fee of ten dollars for the rentals. These small 
charges will help keep up on the maintenance 
and fuel for the equipment. The ten dollar charge 
will be for all who rent the equipment.  When the 
rental agreement is completed my team will make 
sure that the equipment is fueled up and ready to 
operate. We would like to say hou' for your un-
derstanding on the  policies of this department. 
 
 

 
 
During the month of June this department also 
assisted the Natural Resource Department in in-
stalling their new floor. We also have been gath-
ering and chipping some green waste from tribal 
residence homes. Another projected that we have 
been doing is removing vehicles that do not run 
from tribal citizens homes with their permission 
and disposing of them. This department also 
went out to tuluwat to do some maintenance and 
up keep of grass with the WNRD. We have also 
started to work on the on the camp area to pre-
pare for Wiyot Days on August 26, 2017 starting 
at 3pm. The department is still focusing in getting 
our Tribal Homeland Security Grant Program up 
and running, so that we are ready for any natural 
disaster or terrorist threats that may occur on trib-
al lands. 
 
Our team consist of George Buckley, Stewart At-
well, Sean Powell, and Mike Paguia. We would 
like to say thank you for letting us serve this won-
derful and beautiful community here at Table 
Bluff. 

Ha'wa'lou From the 
Ga'muluk Hagu'n. 

Table Bluff Reservation 

Submitted By: Ted Hernandez 

 

Ga’muluk Hagu’n ‘building & cleaning’  
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Pacific Lamprey Recorded in Large Numbers at Cape Horn Dam 

Recent news surrounding 
huge numbers of Pacific 
lamprey (Entosphenus tri-
dentatus) seen scaling the 
Cape Horn dam have trig-
gered a slurry of emails, 

phone calls, and re-
ports from numerous 
agencies and news-
papers.  The Cape 

Horn Dam (1 of 2 dams on the Eel River) is the first 
unnatural obstacle that fish encounter on their mi-
gratory route upstream.  Equipped with a fish lad-
der that assists fish such as salmonids past the 
structure, the Cape Horn dam is a major barrier to 
Pacific lamprey migration.  Several variables such 
as constricting flows and structural properties can 
affect a lamprey’s ability to navigate a barrier but 
recent, much needed help from concerned biolo-
gists (including the Natural Resources Department) 
have resulted in huge returns for the species. 
 
The Eel River watershed is the third largest in Cali-
fornia and at one time was the largest in salmon 
production.  Two dams, Scott and Cape Horn, oc-
cupy the Eel River, effectively cutting off hundreds 
of miles of salmon as well as Pacific lamprey 
spawning habitat. The two dams are a part of the 
Potter Valley Project (PVP) which was conceived 
as a water diversion project without consideration 
to impacts on the local ecosystems.  Cape Horn 
dam was completed in 1907 and forms the Van 
Arsdale reservoir which is used to divert 
190,000,000 m

3
 of water annually through an aq-

ueduct tunnel to a powerhouse in Potter Valley 
where it drives a turbine supplying electricity for the 
City of Ukiah and surrounding area (Figure 1).  In 
1921, Scott Dam was completed forming Lake 
Pillsbury in order to supplement the water supply 
for the PVP.  
 
Traditional fish passage projects have been more 
focused to ensure adequate passage for salmonids 
and overlooked other species such as lamprey 
(Figure 2).  In order to understand this concept, 
you must understand the biology of a Pacific lam-

prey versus other fish species like salmonids.  
Many eelers will agree that Pacific lamprey are 

not great swimmers as they tend to avoid channels 
and prefer to swim on the channel edge/tide zone 
where flows are limited.  Additionally, unlike salm-
on, Pacific lamprey lack the ability to jump but in-
stead they utilize a strong suctoral disk to cling to 
rounded, continuous, wet surfaces (e.g., rocks, 
ledges) and use thrusting motions to move through 
strong currents or up and over obstacles.  Any 90° 
angles associated with these obstacles will cause 
the lamprey to lose suction and fall off.  So, given 
these biological features of the lamprey, having 
constricting flows through a structure such as a 
culvert or fish ladder and/or an obstacle such as a 
perched culvert, dry wall of a dam with 90° angles, 
or even a natural waterfall where lamprey cannot 
traverse over, present very obvious limiting factors 
to upstream distribution of the species. 
The Cape Horn dam offers all the aforementioned 
challenges as lamprey either have to cling to the 
sides of the dam and maneuver over the edge 
without losing suction, or attempt to make it up the 
fish ladder with constricting flows and steps with 
multiple sharp angles.  Noting this as a major issue 
to lamprey distribution in the Eel River, biologists 
from the Wiyot Tribe’s Natural Resources Depart-
ment (WNRD), U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS), California Department of Fish and Wild-
life (CDFW), Stillwater Sciences, Western Fishes, 
and many others began to assess barriers in the 
entire watershed.  Using factors such as gradient, 
stream size, and amount of suitable spawning hab-
itat (e.g., gravel/cobble substrate) upstream of the 
barrier, the WNRD assessed ~60 barriers from Wil-
lits to the mouth of the Eel River in order to priori-
tize barriers for removal or remediation.  From this 
study and others came further discussion with 
agency managers from California Department of 
Transportation 
(CalTrans) to share 
with them information 
about lamprey biology 
with the hopes that fu-
ture road infrastructure 
design will incorpo-
rate lamprey passage 
as a factor.  We are 
happy to say that 
there has been very positive response from agency 

Figure 1. Cape Horn dam forming Van Arsdale 
reservoir.  Water diversion inlet to the Russian 
River in the background. 

Figure 2. Traditional fish passage structure 
aimed at assisting salmonid species with-

out consideration of lamprey. 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
Submitted By: Tim Nelson 
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Fast forward six years 
from our Pacific lam-
prey barrier assess-
ment study and re-
cent focus is on the 
Cape Horn dam.  
The dam itself is not 
a complete barrier to 
Pacific lamprey but 

estimates of the amount of lamprey success-
fully passing the barrier was noted at 6%.  
Since the recent enhancements, 3,400 Pacific 
lamprey adults have been recorded with close 
to a 100% passage success rate.  This recent 
success was a collective effort of all those 
mentioned above but ultimately, it came down 
to experimental design.  As mentioned earlier, 
Pacific lamprey need a rounded, continuous, 
wet surface in order to maintain a suction and 
move up over an obstacle.  Keeping it simple, 
the pipes (seen in Figure 3) offer an inexpen-
sive, effective means to allow lamprey to 
safely bypass the fish ladder with high flow 
volumes and steep walls, ultimately resulting 
in the conservation of energy resources that 
can be used on the final leg of their migration 
route and spawning efforts. 
 
Biologists are perplexed as to why the run 
has been so strong this year but we believe 
that the recent wet winter has resulted in opti-
mal water levels that have allowed the run to 
successfully reach the dam at this time of 
year.  Previous low water years have left fish 
stranded in pools subject to desiccation and 
water quality impairments (e.g., increased 
temperatures that can lead to algal blooms 
and lower dissolved oxygen) or resulted in 
higher disease prevalence as salmon were 
noted with an eye disease that would render 
them blind or severely impaired (Figure 4).  
Climatic effects compounded by low water 
levels as a result of water diversions such as 

the PVP can severely im-
pact fish populations and 
result in the complete ex-
tirpation of seasonal runs.  
The Tribe will continue to 
advocate for the complete 
removal of both Scott and 
Van Arsdale dams on the Eel 
River and the WNRD will be 
providing comment for Pacific 
Gas & Electric’s pre-application document 
(PAD) for studies of importance in early Au-
gust.  These studies will include, but may not 
be limited to, Pacific lamprey, green sturgeon, 
salmonids, and water quality. 
 
For more information on the recent Pacific 
lamprey passage improvements at Cape Horn 
dam, visit the following websites for news and 
information: 
 
USFWS: “Looks are deceiving for ‘scary-

looking lamprey’” 
https://www.fws.gov/cno/newsroom/

featured/2017/lamprey_release/ 

San Francisco Chronicle: “A leap in lampreys: 
Unlovely fish make welcome comeback” 

http://www.sfchronicle.com/news/article/A-
leap-in-lampreys-Unlovely-fish-make-
welcome-11262649.php?cmpid=gsa-sfgate-
result 
Eureka Times-Standard: “One side to anoth-

er: research leap in lamprey success” 
http://www.times-standard.com/article/
NJ/20170710/NEWS/170719981 

Santa Rosa Press Democrat: “At Eel River 
dam, thousands of spawning lamprey 
make for natural spectacle” 

http://www.pressdemocrat.com/

news/7185992-181/at-eel-river-dam-

thousands?artslide=0 

Figure 3. USFWS biologist, Damon 
Goodman, looks on at recently installed 
Pacific lamprey passage tubes at Cape Figure 4. Eel River Chinook 

salmon showing signs of eye 
disease. 

Pacific Lamprey Recorded in Large Numbers at Cape Horn Dam 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
Submitted By: Tim Nelson 
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Wiyot Botanist Visits Garcia River and Pt. Arena for Vegetation Mapping Classification 

Training 

Adam Canter, the tribe’s botanist, recently visited 

Mendocino County and the coastal headlands and 

prairies in the aboriginal territory of the Manchester/

Pt. Arena Band of the Pomo, formerly known as the 

Bokeya people, where he met with the California 

Native Plant Society’s (CNPS) lead vegetation ecol-

ogist Jennifer Buck-Diaz.  The trip was to get train-

ing in the state and federal vegetation classification 

and mapping protocol, which if fulfilled for the appro-

priate area, becomes data in the state and federal 

databases.  In our state this is known as the Califor-

nia Survey of Vegetation, which is currently around 

50% completed, with much of surveyed area includ-

ing desert habitats.  This information helps ecologist 

in determining which vegetation types are rare or at 

risk and helps managers and consultants identify 

them in project areas to prevent or mitigate any neg-

ative impacts.  Sonoma County just finished the 

complete vegetation map to protocol for the entire 

County.  Sonoma County believes that investment in 

this fine scale vegetation data will actually save 

costs in the long run by preventing environmental 

and corporate law suits and costly project errors, as 

well as maximize managers and contractor’s abilities 

to prevent impacts to rare vegetation communities, 

like hazelnut scrub or coastal berry brambles, for 

example.   

The Pt. Arena trip was fruitful and comparable to Ta-

ble Bluff because it has similar coastal prairies and 

species as Table Bluff, the difference being that the 

Pt. Arena/Garcia River/Manchester prairies are en-

compassed in more public lands and have had less 

conversion of habitats and vegetation types.  In this 

way, it served as a look at what the vegetation of 

Table Bluff prairies might have been like pre-

contact.  In this way it served as a reference site for 

future restoration work at Table Bluff Reservation.   

Adam received training in the state protocol and as-

sisted with classifying and mapping vegetation in the 

Bureau of Land Management’s Pt. Arena Stornetta 

Public Lands, and hyper-coastal area including the 

Garcia River 

estuary and 

the bluffs 

that sur-

round it and 

the Pacific 

Ocean.  Ad-

am will be 

using this 

protocol to 

classify and map vegetation in Wiyot Ancestral Terri-

tory.  This will only help to highlight and define rare 

vegetation types in Wiyot country, leading to in-

creased awareness and knowledge of their distribu-

tion in the larger landscape.  Through the grapevine 

it is looking good that Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 

geospatial funding will allow Adam to continue to 

pursue this effort as part of the Ethnobotany pro-

gram he has established in the Natural Resource 

Department.  Presently the national dataset has 

many diverse areas on Table Bluff, including the ra-

re hazel scrub, mapped as willow dominated habi-

tats.  This is incorrect and gives the impression to 

managers that all the scrub vegetation on Table 

Bluff is the same and lacking in diversity or special 

vegetation types.   After Adam completes mapping 

to the protocol if landowners on Table Bluff apply for 

projects that occur in hazel scrub, the state dataset 

would verify the presence of this rare and protected 

vegetation type, and reduce potential impacts to it.  

This is significant because of hazel scrubs im-

portance to Wiyot history and culture, possible being 

direct legacies of past Wiyot land management.   

On the day Adam drove down to Pt. Arena both him-

self and the CNPS crew identified the first hazel 

scrub ever documented in Mendocino County, after 

many previous field trips to the area.   

Coastal prairie with Pacific reedgrass and Indian potatoes, 

Pt. Arena-Stornetta Public Lands 

 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
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Submitted By: Tim Nelson 



Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 

Submitted By: Patti Torres 
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Submitted By: Myrna Rivera  

 

Gou’wil Da Lalouluwuk ‘Taking Care of People’  
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Submitted By: Myrna Rivera  

 

Gou’wil Da Lalouluwuk ‘Taking Care of People’  
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Free lunches for children 18 and under all Summer, if you haver any ques-

tions regarding the Summer food program or Elders lunch please call Don-

na at the Tribal Office 707-733-5055. 

Submitted By: Donna Wilson 

 

Gou’wil Da Lalouluwuk ‘Taking Care of People’  
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Submitted By: Marla Jackson 



Anita Treahearne 

Niquel Crawford 

Machelle Crawford 

Justin Black 

Daniel Crellin 

Greta Mortiz 

Andreas Rivera 

Sarah Page 

Barbara Brunner 

Beverly Divis 

Sonja Keller 

Angela Klingsporn 

Tyler Greenberg 

Ryah Brown 

Jade Anderson 

Alan Stephenson Jr. 

James Atwell 

James Hosp 

Heath Johnson 

Jorge Lopez (Son) 

Maya Calderon-Stephenson 

Delbert Tompkins 

Geneva Starritt 

Connor Mead 

Natalie Mallet 

Joseph Jones 

Zakariya Tipton 

Donnell Duclo 

Albert James 

Roland Johnson 

Crystal Schafer 

Susan Lane 

Vernon Rossig 

Dawn Black 

Sherri Johnson 

Terry Lang 

 

 

Melody Wolff 

Jennifer Guyer 

Joshua Fowler 

Mona Kemp 

Ashley Caughey 

Ricky Owen 

Marion Owen 

Roy Woodhurst 

Austin Tompkins 

Thomas K. Tipton Jr. 

Cassandra Olson 

Johnathan Olson 

Janet Keller 

Alyssa Berens 

Nikki Hale 

Xochilt Gonzales 

Betty Owen-Mead 

Keri Evenson 

Helen Evenson 

Birthday Corner 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

Address changed? 
Did you move and forgot 

to change your address? 

You can fax 707-733-5601 

or email  address-

change@wiyot.us  This 

will help in getting your 

mail to you in a timely 

manner, if your address 

isn't up to date then this 

will slow your RSTF, 

newsletter and other im-

portant mail in getting to 

you.  

JOM Fundraiser  

Come support Tsek 

Houdaqh and buy 

some goodies. We 

have popcorn and granola bars, 

fruit snacks just to name a few. 

They also have Jewelry for sale 

and Tsek Houdaqh T-shirts Its 

open 8-4  Monday-Friday over 

at the main office.  

Newsletter 
If you would like to have 

the  Tribal newsletter 

emailed to you instead of 

mailed, please let us know. 

You can send an email to 

fawn@wiyot.us to be added 

to the list! 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

12 

CONGRATULIONS  
Hazel and Daniel Bigelow welcomed their new-

est addition to their family, Bruce was born on 

June 23 & weighed 9 Ibs 10oz and 22 inches . 



Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 
Elders  Lunch 12pm 

2 
Elder lunch / 

Bingo 12pm 
Elders  Lunch 12pm 

 

3 
Elders  Lunch 12pm 

 

Reggae on the 

River-Garberville 

4 

Elders  Lunch 12pm 

Reggae on the 

River-Garberville 

5 
Arts Alive-Eureka 

Reggae on the River 

–Garberville 

 

6 
 
TBR Fellowship 

7 
 
Elders  Lunch 12pm 

8 
 
Elders  Lunch 12pm 

9 
Wildwood Days 

Rio Dell 

Elder lunch /  

Bingo 12pm 

 

10 
Wildwood Days 

Rio Dell 
Elders  Lunch 12pm 

11Elders  Lunch 

12pm 

Sacramento Pow-

wow 

Hoopa Sovereign 

Day  

Wildwood Days 

12 
Wildwood Days 

Rio Dell 
 

Sacramento Pow-wow 

13 
Wildwood Days 

Rio Dell 
 

TBR Fellowship 

 

Sacramento Pow-

wow 

14 

 
Elders  Lunch 12pm 

 

BCM 4pm 

 

15 
 

Elders  Lunch 12pm 

16 
Elder lunch / 

Bingo 12pm 

17 
 

Elders  Lunch 12pm 

18 
 

Elders  Lunch 12pm 

 
 

19 
Bridgeville USO  

Festival  

Salmon Festival-

Klamath 

20 
 
 
TBR Fellowship 

21 
 
Elders  Lunch 12pm 

22 

 

 

Elders  Lunch 12pm 

 
 

23 
Elder lunch / 

Bingo 12pm 

 
Humboldt Coun-

ty Fair Opens 

24 
Elders  Lunch 12pm 

 
Humboldt Coun-

ty Fair  

25 
Elders  Lunch 12pm 

 
Humboldt Coun-

ty Fair  

26 
Wiyot Day 3-10pm 

 

Humboldt County 

Fair  

27 
 
Humboldt Coun-

ty Fair  

 
TBR Fellowship 

28 

 
BCM 4pm 
Elders  Lunch 12pm 

Humboldt Coun-

ty Fair  

29 
 

Elders  Lunch 12pm 

Humboldt Coun-

ty Fair  

30 
Elder lunch / 

Bingo 12pm 

 
Humboldt Coun-

ty Fair  

31 
 

Elders  Lunch 12pm 

Humboldt Coun-

ty Fair  

  

AUGUST 2017 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 
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Submitted By: Michelle Vassel 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
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Council  

• Council reviewed multiple complaints regarding loose dogs.  Staff was di-

rected to send out warning notices.  

• Council approved the final Memorandum of understanding between the 

USDI, Bureau of Land Management Arcata Field office and, USDI, Bureau of 

Land Management-California Coastal National Monument and the Tribe.   

• Council approved the final Memorandum of Understanding between the 

USDI, Bureau of land management establishing a cooperative agency relation-

ship.    

• Council approved fees for Elders lunch under 55 $3 for community members 

$5 for staff.   

• Council approved a donation of $75.00 to the Northern California Healing Co-

alition. 

• Council approved school clothes and school supply vouchers for school age 

children.  Requests must be submitted in writing, and include proof of enroll-

ment, receipts for vouchers must be returned to the Tribe by November 2017 to 

be considered in future years.  

• The Tribe conducted a government to government consultation with the 

County of Humboldt regarding the County of Humboldt commercial cultivation of 

marijuana permit process.    

Friendly Reminder 

There have been numerous complaints about several dogs running 

loose around the reservation. These dogs have been chasing chil-

dren and  going into other resident's yards, Please be respectful and 

keep your dog on a leash at all times. Also there have been several 

reports of animals being mistreated while their owners are gone, 

please be respectful to other residents.  If you have any questions 

regarding the Animal Ordinance call the Tribal Office 707-733-5055. 



Wiyot Tribal Council 

Ted Hernandez …...Tribal Chairman (2016-2020) 

Brain Mead…...Vice Chairman (2014-2018) 

Leona  Wilkinson …...Secretary (2017-2021) 

Linda Lange…...Treasurer (2015-2019) 

Kirsten Boyce…...Council Member ( 2017-2021) 

Hazel James…...Council Member (2015-2019) 

Madison Flynn…...Council Member (2016-2020) 

Da Rou Gawok “Everyone working Together”                                                         

Michelle Vassel…...Tribal Administrator   

Fawn Lopez…...Administrator Assistant                                                                          

Sarah Lopez …...Receptionist  / Assistant Enrollment Clerk                                                                  

Marla Jackson…...Receptionist      

 

Gou’will da lalouluwuk “Taking care of People”                                                                                  

Myrna Rivera…...Health & Human Service Director  

Tammie Bettis…...Health & Human Service Assistant   

Donna Wilson…...Health & Wellness Coordinator                                                                              

Dr. Rita Wafler…...Licensed MFT 

 

Tsek Houdaqh “Where the Children are” 

Myrna Rivera…...Youth Program Manager Interim 

…...Youth Program Assistant 

 

Hiwechk “Money” 

Vacant…...Fiscal Director 

Ashley Peterson…...Accounting Manager 

 

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 

 Dr. Thomas Torma…...Cultural Director 

 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We belong to the Wilderness” 

Tim Nelson…...Natural Resources Director 

Eddie Koch…...Natural Resources Specialist 

Patti Torres…...Natural Resources Technician  

Adam Canter…...Natural Resources Technician 

 

Ga’muluk Hagu’n “Building & Cleaning” 

George Buckley…...Water Operator 

Ted Hernandez….Public Works Director 

Stewart Atwell…..Public Works Operator 

Sean Powell…..Public Works Operator 

Mikey Paguia…..Public Works Operator 

 

1000 Wiyot Drive 

Loleta, California 95551 

 

Phone: 

707.733.5055 /800.388.7633 

Fax: 707.733.5601  

Submitted By: Michelle Vassel 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
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Change of Address Request Form 
This is to confirm that my new mailing address is as follows:   

 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ______________________________  City:  ______________________  State:  _____ Zip:________ 

 

Email:  ______________________________   Telephone:  (          )  ____________________________ 

 

Previous Names Used:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Children who will be effected (legal name and Date of Birth:   

 

____________________________     _____________________________  ______________________________ 

 

 

____________________________     _____________________________   ______________________________ 

 

 

Signature:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wiyot Tribe 

1000 Wiyot Dr 

Loleta, CA 95551 


