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In Loving Memory of Alan Stephenson Jr. 

Alan Stephenson Jr. passed away unexpected 

on December 23, 2017. Alan was known as 

AJ  to many and leaves behind his children 

Alan lll, Daniel, Marissa Stephenson. AJ held 

a special place for Armando and Esmeralda 

who he considered his children. AJ had a big 

heart and always helped others when in 

need. You could always find him  working at 

an Elders house or lending a hand to his 

friends. He lived life to the fullest and was 

always cracking jokes and snacking on 

sweets. AJ always made friends where ever 

he went and valued everyone he met.. AJ will 

be missed by many and a void that will never 

be filled but know we will forever hold you 

close to our hearts. 
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Wishing you a Healthy and Happy New Year! 

I hope your holidays were great and that your 2018 

New Year will be amazing and fill with nothing but suc-

cess and posiƟvity. Our staff have been working real 

hard this past year on Tribal projects for each depart-

ment. We are going into this new year with even more 

new projects and success stories.  

I would also like to take this Ɵme to thank our front 

desk staff led by Fawn Lopez for geƫng out our 

monthly newsleƩer and informaƟon out to our ciƟzen-

ship. So that you the tribal ciƟzens are kept informed 

on all projects, events, commiƩee meeƟngs, council 

meeƟngs, and important noƟces of what is going on 

with the tribe.  

Tsek Houdaqh is planning quite a few events with the 

youth and will be in collaboraƟon with all the depart-

ments of the tribe. They are always seeking parent vol-

unteers to help out with the club, bake sales, jewelry 

sales, Indian taco sales, and so on. Please come out 

and help support the youth program. Not just in Tsek 

Houdaqh our other departments such as Ga’muluk 

Hagu’n, Shawir Darrudaluduk, and Gou’wil Da 

Lalouluwuk are always looking for volunteers to help in 

their programs as well. So always check your mail for 

your monthly newsleƩer for all the great exciƟng 

things happening.  

Also, do not forget to aƩend our annual meeƟng on 

April 7, 2018 at 10 am located at the Tribal Office 1000 

Wiyot Dr. Loleta CA. We also encourage everyone to 

aƩend our monthly business council meeƟngs held on 

the second and last Monday of month starƟng at 4pm 

and to parƟcipate iother various commiƩees. 

In other news the tribe is sƟll focusing on economic 

development and growth. We are looking into future 

projects as well as our gaming compact with the State 

of California. 

Please contact our office if you have any ideas or ques-

Ɵons or would like to parƟcipate in upcoming events. 

Another reminder is if you have moved and not mailed 

in your change of address please do so, this will make 

it easier for the office staff to get out new informaƟon 

to you that involves the tribe. 

Hou’ 

Ted Hernandez 
Tribal Chairman 

Tuluwat in the evening photo by Michelle Vassel 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
SubmiƩed By: Ted Hernandez 
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Nominations for Tribal Council 

The following posiƟon  is up for elecƟon in April of 2018, Vice Chair-

man.  NominaƟons for vacant Tribal Council posiƟon will be accepted at the 

Tribal office beginning January 1 and nominaƟons end on January 15th, 

2018.  All nominaƟons must be postmarked by or received in the Tribal office 

by close of business on January 15 in order to be valid.  NominaƟons must be 

submiƩed in wriƟng by one eligible voter and signed by the eligible tribal 

member nominee in accordance with ArƟcle IV of the ConsƟtuƟon.  The nom-

inaƟon document must specify the following informaƟon:  SubmiƩal date of 

the nominaƟon, name of the nominee, posiƟon to which the nominee wishes 

to be elected, name and signature of The person making the nominaƟon, sig-

nature of the person being nominated, background (relaƟons, number of 

meeƟngs aƩended, commiƩees or boards).  NominaƟon forms are available 

at the Tribal office. Official noƟficaƟons of qualified nominees will be listed in 

the February Tribal NewsleƩer.  Between the months of February and April, 

but before the elecƟons meeƟng all nominees will submit at least one arƟcle 

to the Tribal NewsleƩer or parƟcipate in at least one Town Hall meeƟng to 

discuss issues they and their consƟtuents find important to the Tribe.   

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
SubmiƩed By: Michelle Vassel 
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We would like to inform the community that Tsek 
Houdaqh has merged under the Cultural Department 
as of December 2017. I would like to welcome the staff 
of that department to Lhatsik Houmoulu’l. They are 
Donna Wilson as the Youth Program Manager and 
Kathy SpoƩ the youth assistant and our JOM tutor. 
Kathy will have her days posted when she will be there 
for tutoring our youth while they are at the Tsek Hou-
daqh. We also have Hazel James who is transferring 
over as the new cultural assistant for this department. 
These are some of the job duƟes that she will be as-
sisƟng me with the day to day operaƟons, youth acƟvi-
Ɵes, cultural acƟviƟes, and evaluaƟng the new canna-
bis permits that have been coming in daily and pro-
cessing them. These two departments will be focusing 
on the growth of our Wiyot Tribe culture, tradiƟons, 
and educaƟon. 
  Tsek Houdaqh is working on its new calendar for pro-
jects for the new year’s acƟviƟes for the youth. I rec-
ommend that all our youth should aƩend or just come 
check it out. I would also like to announce that Tribal 
Council has approve to put in a computer lab for the 
kids to be able to use for their homework and club ac-
ƟviƟes. The Lhatsik Houmoulu'l is always focused on 
our ceremonies, tradiƟons, and bringing our ancestor’s 
home from the museums that hold them.  
  We are sƟll looking for tribal elders or the younger 
generaƟon to come out and share their tradiƟonal 
knowledge, classes, and stories with other ciƟzens. It is 
so important to share our tradiƟonal knowledge with 

all our ciƟzens so that it will never 
be lost. Especially now that our 
younger generaƟon wants to learn 
more about our stories and tradi-
Ɵons. We will be posƟng events 
on our Facebook pages, tribe’s 
web site, and flyers on what is go-
ing on in these two department 
for the upcoming months. 
These department are sƟll work-
ing on seƫng up the Cultural CommiƩees and Parent 
CommiƩees if you are interested in siƫng on the com-
miƩees please contact Ted Hernandez, Hazel James, 
and Donna Wilson at the tribal office. We can put 
down your name and set up these commiƩees. To dis-
cuss the cultural importance and the needs of the 
community. The cultural department will conƟnue to 
post the old stories and photos that we have in our 
collecƟon in each month newsleƩer. So, if you have 
family stories and or photos that you would like to 
share we would be happy to put in our newsleƩer.  

Two beautiful 
elders Evelyn 

Horn and Irene 
Carlson  

Ha'wa'lou Everyone 

The mission of the Wiyot Heritage Center is to promote the understanding, revitalizaƟon, and 

celebraƟon of Wiyot culture. Recognizing culture as a dynamic process and the Wiyot as a liv-

ing people, the Center’s goals are to treasure the past, enrich the present, and meet the chal-

lenges of the future.  

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 
SubmiƩed By: Ted Hernandez 
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Gatswokwire and the Origin of Salmon 
	
 
Gatswokwire (culture-hero-trickster) took seeds of the madroña that look like salmon eggs. There were 
no fish in the world. Gudatrigakwitl (“Above-old-man” or creator) had not let them out. He wanted to 
keep them a liƩle longer. Gatswokwire, carrying the dry seeds, came to where the fish were kept. There 
he took them out. Then the one that was keeping the fish thought: “Oh, they are already out. They are 
about the world.” The fish were kept in a hollow rock, all kinds of them. Gudatrigakwitl had made them. 
Gatswokwire came there because he wanted the fish to be all over the world. Gudatrigakwitl thought: 
“Well, let it be. Let him make them be all over the world.” Then it was foggy and no one saw how the fish 
went out. Then the sun shone again. Gatswokwire went on and came to a place and saw fish. He came to 
another place and saw many fish there too. Some of the people had spears, some had set nets, some dip 
nets. Then he was glad. But Gudatrigakwitl had done it. Some say that the person who kept the fish was a 
woman, some say that it was a man.  
 
These stories were told to A.L. Kroeber by Wiyot consultants early in the 1900s.  
 

 
Picture is from Cultural youth activities coloring book by Lynnika Butler 

 
The mission of the Wiyot Heritage Center is to promote the understanding, revitalizaƟon, and celebra-

Ɵon of Wiyot culture. Recognizing culture as a dynamic process and the Wiyot as a living people, the 

Center’s goals are to treasure the past, enrich the present, and meet the challenges of the future.  

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 
SubmiƩed By: Ted Hernandez 



Wiyot walking is sƟll going on just come by or call Donna 

Wilson at the office 733-5055 If you are interested in walking.  

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
SubmiƩed By: Tammie Beƫs 



SubmiƩed By: Tammie Beƫs 

 

Gou’wil Da Lalouluwuk ‘Taking Care of People’  



SubmiƩed By: Tammie Beƫs 

 

Gou’wil Da Lalouluwuk ‘Taking Care of People’  



If you would like a to go lunch OR need a ride call the 
Tribal office 707-733-5055 before 11:30am, all to go 
lunches need to be picked up by the individual ordering 
we can not delivery meals. Thank you! 

SubmiƩed BY: MargareƩ Moon 

 

Gou’wil Da Lalouluwuk ‘Taking Care of People’  



 For more informaƟon about flied trips or 

general informaƟon regarding Tsek Houdaqh 

call Donna 707-733-5055. 

Come support Tsek Hou-

daqh and buy some good-

ies. We have popcorn and 

granola bars, fruit snacks just to 

name a few. They also have Jewel-

ry for sale and Tsek Houdaqh T-

shirts Its open 8-4  Monday-Friday 

over at the main office.  

JOM Fundraiser  

SubmiƩed By: Donna Wilson 

 

Tsek Houdaqh ‘where the children are’  



January’s Birthday Corner 

Did you move without changing your address? 

Did you move and forget to change your address? You can fax 

707‐733‐5601 or email  addresschange@wiyot.us  This will 

help in geƫng your mail to you in a Ɵmely manner, if your ad‐

dress isn't up to date then this will slow your RSTF, newsleƩer 

and other important mail in geƫng to you. You can call the 

Tribal Office to check your address.  

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
SubmiƩed By: Fawn Lopez 



Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
SubmiƩed By: Fawn Lopez 



Western Lily Habitat Restoration Project 

The Wiyot Natural Resource Department (WNRD) was 

awarded a liƩle over 30K from the Bureau of Indian 

Affairs (BIA) Endangered Species Program to work to-

ward restoring porƟons of the Table Bluff ReservaƟon 

(TBR) wetland as habitat for the federally endangered 

western lily (Lilium occidentale).  Along with assessing 

the suitability of the habitat, through measuring soil 

moisture content and temperature, the project also 

seeks to restore the lily’s associated botanical commu-

nity and propagate the lily for future out-planƟng on 

TBR.   

With the onset of fall rains, WNRD botanist, Adam Can-

ter, deployed eight micro-staƟons, which began sam-

pling soil moisture and temperature on December 1st. 

Adam received assistance from Arcata U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service botanist, Clint Pogue, and reƟred lily 

expert, Dave Imper.  These probes will allow the WRND 

to look at the wetland’s saturaƟon and dry-down 

curves as the season progresses, to ensure that soil 

moisture availability remains adequate for the lily in the 

criƟcal months of June and July.  Our data will be com-

pared with data from known opƟmum lily sites, which 

occur at the Table Bluff Ecological Reserve, only a mile 

west of TBR, by Ocean Ranch.  

The WRND has also begun planƟng naƟve species asso-

ciated with western lily habitat within the TBR wetland, 

in areas invaded by non-naƟve poison hemlock 

(Conium maculatum), radish (Raphanus saƟvus), and 

mustard (Brassica rapa).  PlanƟng naƟve shrubs and 

trees within weed infested areas is a method used to 

exclude weeds through shading and crowding.  This al-

lows restoraƟon to eventually become passive, once 

naƟves are established. The WRND will experiment 

with different methods within the planƟngs, including 

using sheet-mulching and weed mat.  PlanƟng in the fall 

and winter seeks to take the most advantage of our 

rainy season, giving the plants the most natural oppor-

tunity for establishment.  This project works in concert 

with the Tribe’s EPA CWA 319 program, which seeks to 

restore wetland integrity.   

Species selected for planƟngs are culturally significant 

and also associated with hyper-mariƟme lily sites and 

include; Pacific reed grass (CalamagrosƟs nutkaensis), 

Oregon crab-apple (Malus fusca), wax myrtle (Morrela 

californica), hazelnut (Corylus cornuta ssp. californica), 

silk tassel (Garrya ellipƟca), and coast black current 

(Ribes divaricatum).   

The WRND was very grateful for the assistance with 

planƟng and the teamwork provided by Andy Ashley 

and James Paguia from the Wiyot Public Works Depart-

ment! We look forward to watching this exciƟng resto-

raƟon project unfold as we begin to see our naƟve 

Wiyot habitats return to the TBR landscape. 
 

WRND receives assistance from Public Works Dept. planƟng naƟves in wetland. 

Formerly weed-infested site in TBR wetland with crab apple, hazel, and reed grass planƟngs. 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
SubmiƩed By: Adam Canter  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

Tribal Office Closed 
News Years Holiday 

2 

Elder lunch 12-12:30 pm 
 
Nomination open Vice Chair 
seat 

3 
 
 
Elder Lunch ?/ Bingo 
12pm  

4 
 
 
Elder lunch 12-12:30 
pm 

 

5 
 
 
Elder lunch 12-12:30 
pm 

6 
Trash Bash Eureka, CA  
11am 

7 
 
TBR Fellowship 10am 
 
Free Self Defense Class  
(Women) Eureka 10am 

8 
Elder lunch 12-12:30 pm 
 
 
BCM 4pm 

9 
 
 
 
Elder lunch 12-12:30 pm 

10 
 
 
 
Elder Lunch ?/ Bingo 
12pm  

11 

 
 
Elder lunch 12-12:30 
pm 

12 
 
Elder lunch 12-12:30 
pm 

13 

14 
 
 
 
 
TBR Fellowship 10am 

15 
Tribal Office Closed 
Martin Luther King  Jr. 
Holiday 

16 

Elder lunch 12-12:30 pm 
 
 
 
Nominations Vice Chair due 
4pm 

 17 
 
 
 
Elder Lunch ?/ Bingo 
12pm  

18 
 
 
 
Elder lunch 12-12:30 
pm 

19 
 
Elder lunch 12-12:30 
pm 

20 

21 
 
 
TBR Fellowship 10am 

22 

Elder lunch 12-12:30 pm 

 
BCM 4 pm 

23 
 
 
Elder lunch 12-12:30 pm 

24 
 
 
 
Elder Lunch ?/ Bingo 
12pm  

25 
 
 
 
Elder lunch 12-12:30 
pm 

26 
 
 
Elder lunch 12-12:30 
pm 

 

27 

28 
 
 
 
TBR Fellowship 10am 

29 
Elder lunch 12-12:30 pm 

 
 

30 
 
 
 
Elder lunch 12-12:30 pm 

 

31 
 
 
 
Elder Lunch ?/ Bingo 
12pm  

   

JANUARY 2018 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
SubmiƩed By: Fawn Lopez 



Wiyot Tribal Council 

Ted Hernandez …...Tribal Chairman (2016-2020) 
Brain Mead…...Vice Chairman (2014-2018) 
Leona  Wilkinson …...Secretary (2017-2021) 
Linda Lange…...Treasurer (2015-2019) 
Kirsten Boyce…...Council Member ( 2017-2021) 
Hazel James…...Council Member (2015-2019) 
Madison Flynn…...Council Member (2016-2020) 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

Da Rou Gawok “Everyone working Together”                                                         
Michelle Vassel…...Tribal Administrator   

Fawn Lopez…...Executive Assistant  to TA /  Council Clerk                                                                        
Sarah Lopez …...Receptionist  / Enrollment Clerk                                                                  

Lisa Stephenson…...Receptionist      
 

Gou’will da lalouluwuk “Taking care of People”                                                                                  
Vacant…...Health & Human Service Director  

Tammie Bettis…...Title 6 Program Coordinator  
Margrett Moon…...Title 6 Program Assistant                                                                                

Dr. Rita Wafler…...Licensed MFT 
 

Tsek Houdaqh “Where the Children are” 
Donna Wilson...Youth Program Manager 
Kathy Spott…...Youth Program Assistant 

 
Hiwechk “Money” 

Ashley Peterson…...Accounting Manager 
Vacant……..Accounting Tech 

 
Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 

 Ted Hernandez…...Cultural Director 
Hazel James…...Cultural Assistant  

James Paguia…...Gardner  
 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We belong to the Wilderness” 
Tim Nelson…...Natural Resources Director 

Eddie Koch…...Natural Resources Specialist 
Adam Canter…...Natural Resources Technician 

 
Ga’muluk Hagu’n “Building & Cleaning” 

George Buckley…...Water Operator 
Stewart Atwell…..Public Works Director 

Jesse Sherman…..Public Works Assistant 
Lenard Miller…..Public Works Assistant  
Andy Ashley…….Public Works Assistant 

 

1000 Wiyot Drive 

Loleta, California 95551 

 

Phone: 

707.733.5055/800.388.7633 

Fax: 707.733.5601  

SubmiƩed By: Michelle Vassel 



	

Change of Address Request Form 
This is to confirm that my new mailing address is as follows:   

 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ______________________________  City:  ______________________  State:  _____ Zip:________ 

 

Email:  ______________________________   Telephone:  (          )  ____________________________ 

 

Previous Names Used:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Children who will be effected (legal name and Date of Birth:   

 

____________________________     _____________________________  ______________________________ 

 

 

____________________________     _____________________________   ______________________________ 

 

 

Signature:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wiyot Tribe 

1000 Wiyot Dr 

Loleta, CA 95551 


