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The Da’luk    
WIYOT Resilience Project      

The Wiyot Natural Resources Department (WNRD) is beginning work on a capacity 
building grant to start developing a Tribal Resiliency and Adaptation Program to better 
prepare for impacts from climate change and sea level rise (SLR). We want to hear 
from everyone about sites and other assets of which we should focus on restoring and 
caring for from now and into the future. There are many resources that could be im-
pacted, such as Tuluwat, lamprey, salmon, shellfish, ethnobotanical areas, etc. The 
shoreline is always changing, but we could lose access to many of our hunting and 
gathering areas. This part of the project is important to find out what resources we 
want to focus on as we conduct vulnerability assessments and develop adaptation 
plans and programs. Tribal member Hilanea Wilkinson is working on this project and 
looking for Wiyot citizens to interview. If you would like your voice to be heard and 
talk about the importance of cultural and natural sites and the future of the tribe, 
please reach out. You can call the main office (707) 733-5055 and ask for Hilanea, ext. 
122 or email hwilkinson@wiyot.us and we can set up a time to talk, in-person or virtu-
ally.  

mailto:hwilkinson@wiyot.us


Submitted By: Ted Hernandez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

Due to recent events and accusations towards Tribal Council members and Tribal staff that have 

been circulating Social media via Madison Flynn Tribal citizens have asked for a response to her 

comments  that were asked at the Tribal Council meeting  on June 8th, 2020, at the recent Tribal 

Council meeting I responded to Madison Flynn’s Public comments as follows; 
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I would like to extend my gratitude to the  Natural Resource Dept., Health & Human Ser-

vice, Administration, Cultural and Fiscal Dept. for maintaining infrastructure to the Wiyot 

Tribe, I know it has been very  difficult to find the balance of work and taking care of family  

members during this Global Pandemic of COVID-19, as employees you are all very much 

appreciated and your hard work for all Tribal Citizens doesn't go unnoticed.  As we contin-

ue to move forward and the future is unknown regarding COVID-19 we will continue to 

strive for a better tomorrow.  

                                                     Hou’, 

                                                  Chairman  

                                                  Ted Hernandez 
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Could a portion of the Goukdi'n forest (Jacoby Creek Forest) be returned to 
the Wiyot? 

-A brief discussion of the talks with Humboldt State Univ. (HSU) and the process 
thus far 

Ha’wa’lou from the Wiyot Natural Resources 

Department (WNRD).  Back in 2019, when the 

world seemed to be what we thought was nor-

mal, the WNRD were approached by HSU Mas-

ter’s student Carrie Tully and Native American 

Studies Chair, Dr. Cutcha Risling Baldy about a 

potentially exciting opportunity for the return of 

a significant piece of ancestral Wiyot forestland 

in the Jacoby Creek watershed.  Now with the 

advent of Black Lives Matter (BLM) and a great-

er acknowledgment to the systematic racism, 

land theft, and genocide that Native Americans 

and other groups have been experiencing for 

generations across the world, we find ourselves 

in a position where land return or rematriation, 

has emerged as simply the right thing to do to 

begin the healing and reparations process, es-

pecially when large significant tracts of land are 

changing from private to public hands.  Quoting 

from Carrie’s thesis abstact: Since 2009, the city 

of Arcata and R. H. Emmerson & Sons have col-

laborated on the sale and purchase of an 884-

acre tract of land in the Jacoby Creek forest.  

The main goals of this transfer are to prevent 

fragmentation of the land, as well as to grant 

the majority of this section of the forest to HSU 

to be used by students for research.  While it 

appears that the enthusiasm and intent regard-

ing this land transfer is pure, not one local Indig-

enous tribe has been contacted by the city or by 

HSU in the decade that it has been a topic of 

discussion.  Not only is returning land to the 

people who would be its best stewards the right 

action to take, it is long overdue.  Additionally, 

there is significant precedent for such actions.  

With the return of Tuluwat to the Wiyot only a 

few months ago, this is the right time and op-

portunity to continue the momentum. 

Carrie and Cutcha were instrumental in helping 
to bring the Tribe to the table, when arguably, 
the Tribe should have been at the table the en-
tire time and we want to thank them for their 
work on our behalf.  Before Covid-19 turned the 
world upside down, the WNRD had participated 
in less than a handful of both the community 
and research advisory committee meetings for 
the Goukdi’n (Jacoby Creek) forest, with a di-
verse group of forestry and non-forestry faculty 
at HSU.   

Photo: Jacoby Creek with boulders, maples, and moss.  The Humboldt-
Del Norte Film Commission 
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forest (Jacoby Creek Forest) be returned to 

The connection between the Goukdi’n forest and the Wiyot is significant in that it is a sub-

stantial watershed within the heart of Wiyot Ancestral Territory.  For generations, the Tribe 

has been disconnected from virtually all of its ancestral forestlands since western contact 

and the pioneer-colonialist period.  This forestland was further stolen and stripped away by 

systematic racism and the privileged caste system of European colonizers, which gave Wiyots 

little opportunity to steward, manage, invest, retreat, and profit from the productive forests 

of its ancestors.  The loss of Wiyot forests cannot be fully conceptualized without also men-

tioning the lost opportunities for spiritual growth and the passing on of forest related cultur-

al activities and elements, which are important to the cultures traditional ways of all our re-

gional tribes.  As HSU has recently moved forward with the creation of a Tribal Forestry con-

centration, the tanoak acorns are ripe for the Wiyot to begin reclaiming their role as forest 

stewards once again, and set Wiyot youth on a career track to becoming professional (and 

traditional) foresters and land stewards.  

The Wiyot name for the Jacoby Creek watershed, which is Goukdi’n (pronounced gook-deet-
n) means “there is roasting in ashes” which could refer to Indian potatoes or other food 
preparation cooked in this way (Dr. Lynnika Butler pers. communication).  The forest can be 
reached from Fickle Hill or the end of Jacoby Creek Roads, but is presently a rigorous hike-in 
only access, due to road disrepair and overgrown and brushy second growth.  The forest is 
known for its diversity of tree and plant species, and hosts some of our regions largest west-
ern red cedar (Thuja plicata) as well as stately red alder (Alnus rubra) and bigleaf maple (Acer 
macrophyllum) along the riparian corridor.  That said, we haven’t even begun to explore the 
forest through the Wiyot lens.   We will keep the Tribe informed as talks with HSU continue 
and we come to better understand how the Wiyot will interact with this ancestral forestland.  
If folks would like to learn more about the Goukdi’n forest and potentially plan a future so-
cially-distanced site visit, please contact Adam Canter at the WNRD at 707-733-5055x105 or 
adam@wiyot.us Take care, be safe, and Get Outside!  

Could a portion of the Goukdi'n forest (Jacoby Creek Forest) be re-
turned to the Wiyot? 

-A brief discussion of the talks with Humboldt State Univ. (HSU) and the pro-
cess thus far 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
Submitted By; Adam Canter  

mailto:adam@wiyot.us


Submitted By: Hazel James  

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 

Our culture is a living spirit that must continue to thrive. Our generation must carry 
on with the traditional ways and the stories from our elders and ancestors that have 
gone before us.  
 
 The Cultural Department is planning a lot of activities for the youth for this sum-
mer.  The cultural department continues to hope and pray that everyone stays safe 
through these difficult times. Once the shelter in place is lifted, we will be able to 
hold cultural classes 
The Cultural is happy to inform our community that we just got our shipment of 
dolls in for the youth to dress them in regalia. The cultural department along with 
the youth program will be holding a virtual class on dress making and regalia. The 
cultural department continues to work with government agencies on permits and 
cultural sites. 
            
Departments: 
 The language department: 
check out the Wiyot webpage under the language section for the Rou Soulatlouy 
page. The language page also has words that you can hear or even scan with a bar 
code reader on your phone. Learn a new word a week. Remember that language is 
important to the Wiyot Culture. 
 

Tsek Houdaqh Youth Program: 
Tsek Houdaqh will be offering a variety of activies for the fall, check out the calendar 
also WELCOME the new program Manager Margaret Card.  Margaret was the Youth 
Program Assistant and moved into the Youth Program Manager position, she has 
been  involved in the educational field and teaching for more than 15 years in vari-
ous tribal communities. Congratulations Margaret on her new 
role!  
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Gou’wil Da Lalouluwuk ‘Taking Care of People’  

September 
 

 

2020 
 Elders menu   

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 5 

  Pork Ribs, 

Corn & Biscuits 

Shepherd’s pie  

W/ Fruit 

Lasagna, Garlic Bread 

& Salad 

Egg Salad  

Sandwiches & Fruit 

 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
 Tribal Office Closed  

Labor Day Observed  

Broccoli Beef & Chow 
Mein  

Chicken Wraps   

W/ Fresh Fruit  

Meat Loaf, Mashed 
Potatoes & veggies 

Cold Cut  

Sandwiches & Chips 

 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
 Taco Salad  

W/ fruit  

Pulled Pork Sandwiches 
& Coleslaw 

Hamburger Soup 

& Corn Bread 

Baked Chicken Thighs 

& Macaroni Salad 

Chicken Sandwiches 

W/ Fresh Fruit  

 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
 Chicken Alfredo  

& Salad  

Beef Roast, Potatoes & 
Biscuits  

Pork Chops  

Roasted Veggies 

Spaghetti 

 Green Salad 

 

BLT Wraps & 

 Fresh Fruit  

 

27 28 29 30    
 Chef Salad  Chili Beans, Corn Bread 

&Fruit 

Parmesan Chicken & 
Pasta  
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Semi Annual is scheduled for October 3, 2020 due to the Global pandemic of 

COVID-19 we are encouraging all adult Tribal members to request an Absen-

tee Ballot, if you have any questions please call the Tribal Office 707-733-

5055 or email councilsupport@wiyot.us  
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August 10, 2020 Council Highlights 

 

•Council Presents:  Ted Hernandez, Leona Wilkinson, Linda Lange, Hazel James, 

Kirsten Boyce and Aaron Stephenson 

•Staff Presents:  Michelle Vassel, Fawn Lopez, Ted Hernandez   

 

•The agenda was approved 

•The consent calendar was approved  

•Public Forum: Received public comment from Alzada Duncan, Joshua Fowler, 

Kirsten Boyce, Madison Flynn, Deanne Meyers & Chairman Ted Hernandez 

1. Council approved  land assignment holder Bruce Atwell to construct fence. 

2. Council approved  land assignment holder Gail Green to keep two horses on 
Tribal Land, location to be determined.  

3.  Council approved land assignment holder Hazel James to construct fence.  
4. Council approved  Resolution #20-19 

5. Council approved  housing transfer 258 Wiyot Dr Lot 24 from Albert I. James 
Jr. to Corrine Alton.  

6. Council approved  housing transfer 185 Wiyot Dr. Lot 2 from Albert I. James Sr. 
to Albert I. James Jr.  

*Due to the COVID-19 Global Pandemic, Wiyot Tribal Council meeting scheduled for 

09/14/2020 will be held by Tele/video conference or both.  To submit public comments for 

this meeting prior to meeting, please email comments to councilsupport@wiyot.us by 

12pm Monday 09/14/2020. All public comments received by 12pm will be read into the 

record during the regular meeting, also to receive a link for the meeting please request the 

link before 12pm 09/14/2020. Public comments received after 12pm will not be read into 

the record but will be included in the official minutes.  

mailto:councilsupport@wiyot.us
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Did you move and forget to change your address? You can 

fax 707-733-5601 or email  addresschange@wiyot.us  This 

will help in getting your mail to you in a timely manner, if 

your address isn't up to date then this will slow your RSTF, 

newsletter and other important Tribal mail in getting to you. 

Please note there is a $25.00 charge for a stop payment for 

RSTF checks, our policy has always been Tribal members 

need to wait 90 days from the date the checks were mailed 

out to reissue another RSTF check. It is very important to 

keep an updated address on file, you can call the Tribal Office 

to check your address 707-733-

5055 or 800-388-7633 

 

Here are the items we are currently selling. Come 

on over and get a snack. Snacks are sold Mon-

Friday 8am-4pm  

Breakfast Pastries……...$1.00 Each 

Popcorn………. $1.00 Each 

Teriyaki Sticks……$1.00 Each 

Fruity Snacks………$1.00Each 

Noodles…….………. $1.00 Each 

Cup Noodles..………. $1.00 Each 

Candy Bars……………………………………$1.00 Each 

Chips…………….………………………$1.00 Each 

Instant Oatmeal………………………………$3.00 Each 

Granola Bars Variety………………………$1.00 Each 

Trail Mix…………………………………………. $1.00 Each 

Varity Nuts…………………………………….…$1.00 Each  

Corn Nuts……………………………………… $1.00 Each  

Gatorade Drinks……………………………. $2.00 Each 

 Rock Star…………..…………………………. $3.00 Each 

Chicken Bakes ………………… $ 3.00 Each (Freezer) 

Noodle Bowls……………...…………..$3.00 Each 

Cheeseburger………………………..$ 2.00 Each 

Chicken n Rice Bowls……….……….$3.00 Each 

Chicken Melts…………………….……$2.00 Each  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 Census 2020 

Mobil Question-
naire Assistance  
10-12pm Tribal 
Office (on Rez 
Residents) 

4 5 

6 7 
Tribal Officed 

closed Labor Day 

Observed  

8 9 
Agenda Items 

due 4pm  for 

Council Mtg 

10 11 12 

13 14 

Public Comments 

due @ 12pm 

Link request due  

@ 12pm  

BCM 4pm 

15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 
Deadline  for Census 
2020 
 

   

SEPTEMBER 2020 

Enrollment Committee: 

Upcoming meetings 

September 14 ,2020 

December 7, 2020 
 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
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*Due to the COVID-19 Global Pandemic, Wiyot Tribal Council meeting scheduled for 09/14/2020 will be 
held by Tele/video conference or both.  To submit public comments for this meeting prior to meeting, 
please email comments to councilsupport@wiyot.us by 12pm Monday 09/14/2020. All public com-
ments received by 12pm will be read into the record during the regular meeting, also to receive a link 
for the meeting please request the link before 12pm 09/14/2020. Public comments received after 12pm 
will not be read into the record but will be included in the official minutes.  

mailto:councilsupport@wiyot.us
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1000 Wiyot Drive 

Loleta, California 95551 

 

Phone: 

707.733.5055/800.388.7633 

Fax: 707.733.5601 

Da Rou Gawok “Everyone working Together”                                                         
Michelle Vassel…...Tribal Administrator   

      Fawn Lopez...Executive Assistant  to TA/Council Clerk                                                                        

Lisa Stephenson…...Enrollment Clerk 

Vanessa Rios…………..Receptionist  

 Aaron Stephenson...Maintenance  Technician  

Sebastian Rios Moreno…...Grounds Maintenance Assistant  

 

Gou’will da lalouluwuk “Taking care of People”                                                                                  
Betty Owen-Mead…...Laqilh Haluni Coordinator  

Mariah Buckley…..Laqilh Haluni Assistant 

Gary Markussen Sr.…….…...ICWA  Advocate 

Tammie Bettis……………….Social Work Advocate                                                                           

Dr. Rita Wafler…...Licensed MFT 

 

Hiwechk “Money” 
Misty Case…...Fiscal Manager  

Kirsten Boyce…..Fiscal Technician  

 

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 
 Ted Hernandez…...Cultural Director 

Hazel James…...Cultural Assistant 

Dr. Lynnika Butler ………….Linguist 

Pilar James…...Language Specialist 

Marnie Atkins…... 

 

Tsek Houdaqh “Where the Children are” 
Margaret Card……..Youth Program Manager 

Donna Wilson...Youth Program Assistant  

Kathy Spott…...Youth Program Assistant 

 Itzelt Rios………….Youth Program Assistant  

Izayra Rios………...Youth Program Assistant  
 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We belong to the Wilderness” 
Eddie Koch…...Natural Resources Director 

Bri Philips…...Natural Resources Technician 

Adam Canter….…….Natural Resources Technician 

George Buckley…...Water Operator 

Corrine Alton…...Water Operator Assistant in training   

Hilanea Wilkinson...Natural Resources Technician in training  

 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” Wiyot Tribal Council 
Ted Hernandez …...Tribal Chairman (2020-2024) 

Brian Mead…...Vice Chairman (2018-2022) 

Leona  Wilkinson …...Secretary (2017-2021) 

Linda Lange…...Treasurer (2019-2023) 

Kirsten Boyce…...Council Member ( 2017-2021) 

Hazel James…...Council Member (2019-2023) 

Aaron Stephenson …...Council Member (2020-2024) 



Wiyot Tribe 

1000 Wiyot Dr 

Loleta, CA 95551 

Change of Address Request Form 
This is to confirm that my new mailing address is as follows:   

 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ______________________________  City:  ______________________  State:  _____ Zip:________ 

 

Email:  ______________________________   Telephone:  (          )  ____________________________ 

 

Previous Names Used:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Children who will be effected (legal name and Date of Birth:   

 

____________________________     _____________________________  ______________________________ 

 

 

____________________________     _____________________________   ______________________________ 

 

 

Signature:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 


