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Wiyot Tribe 

Shvawi shvu’k gou’ts hou dagu’n (It’s very hard work to 
take care of it well) 

On April 15th, a small group gathered to 
honor Leona Wilkinson, outgoing Tribal 
Secretary.  Mrs. Wilkinson, a tribal elder 
retired some years ago from Humboldt 
State University’s Upward Bound Pro-
gram where she spent most of her ca-
reer.    She made the decision to retire 

from Wiyot Tribal Council in 2021.  Mrs. Wilkinson first ran for Council in 1996 and has been 
seated through 2021 for a total of 25 years of service.  This is a historic milestone for the 
Tribe.  Mrs. Wilkinson is the only person to have ever served on Council for 25 years.  Her work 
and leadership on Council resulted in a number of other historic milestones.  Leona Wilkinson 
and her sister Cheryl A Seidner were responsible for starting the candlelight vigils, and Wiyot 
Sacred Site Fund fundraising efforts which eventually lead to the return and restoration of 
Tuluwat Island in Humboldt Bay.  She has also been active in the work to environmentally re-
store the Eel River and save Tsakiyuwit.  Thank you Leona Wilkinson Shvawi shvu’k gou’ts hou 
dagu’n (It’s very hard work to take care of it well). 
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Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center 
Submitted By: Marnie Atkins 

Old carpeting has been removed and now we need new flooring installed. 

Our building is located at 417 Second Street, Eureka. Watch our monthly Newsletter for on-
going updates! 
 
Activity has been happening at the Center! We have a contractor lined up and repair sched-
uling is underway. Old carpeting has been removed and we are working on getting flooring 
installation quotes. 
 
Behind the scenes, we are busy dreaming up our exhibits, educational programming, and 
how to safely welcome people to the Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center. Hou' to everyone 
who has submitted their survey answers about what they would like to see in the Center. 
Your input is welcome anytime! 
 
Soon, we will be able to announce the opening of the Center and welcome you in while we 
adhere to COVID-19 safety protocols. Don’t hesitate to contact me if you have questions 
about our Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center. 
 

Da gou rou louwi' “the ongoing return of all” (lit. ‘continuous again all the returning’) 
 

     
 

                                                                                                           IMPORTANT! PLEASE READ!  

 

I am looking for Native artists to develop artwork to be used on the website and all social media 
for the Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center. If you are interested in discussing this topic, please do 
not hesitate to reach out to me and I will send you a Call for Art Submission form with more in-
formation. Wiyot artists preferred, but we will accept art submissions from local area tribal peo-
ples, too. Please contact me for more details at matkins@wiyot.us. 
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The Cultural Department is working with Blue Ox Mill to set future dates for the dugout project 
we will keep everyone posted as time gets closer. The Cultural Department is working on permits 
with the County and Government to Government consultations with the local Government 
agencies. As of this year we are sad to say Wiyot Day will be postponed until august 2022. We 
are working with the Hearst museum in Berkley on the return of medicine woman regalia and 
the remains of our ancestors that will be coming home. We are looking at some time this sum-
mer to travel to Brooklyn museum to bring back a dress from their collection. The necklaces and 
sashes got mailed out if you have not received yours feel free to contact Hazel via email or call 
Tribal Office at 707-733-5055 ext. 125 or hazel@wiyot.us .  
we would like to remind everyone that we still have language cards if you are interested, we can 
mail them to all who would like them. 
 

Departments: 
Tsek Houdaqh Youth Program: 
As Summer is coming around the corner, we are starting to plan field trips and activities to keep 
the youth busy making sure they have fun during summertime as soon as we get everything 
planned out and schedule set it posted in June’s newsletter as well as Tsek Houdaqh page. We 
do know that the last day of school is June 11th with Tsek Houdaqh will be closed June 14th-18 
2021 so that we can get everything ready for the summer. we will fully reopen to all youth June 
21st, 2021 the hours will be from 8 am – 5pm as I mentioned before once we have the schedule 
complete it will be posted on Tsek Houdaqh Facebook page as well as the newsletter 

 
JOM 
If your children need assistance with homework. They can contact Margaret Card 
our JOM Coordinator at Tsek Houdaqh (707)733-5055 or at mcard@wiyot.us. 
                  
 

 
Our culture is a living spirit that must continue to thrive. Our generation must carry on with the traditional ways 
and the stories from our elders and ancestors that have gone before us. 

Submitted By: Hazel Garcia 

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 

mailto:hazel@wiyot.us


The Birth and Growth of Humboldt Bay 

A long time ago there was a small grassy 
pool located where Humboldt Bay now lies. In 
this pool there were many frogs, so many that 
there was not food enough for all of them. They 
became very hungry and talked loud and long at 
night, calling to their friends, the Indians, for 
help. In those days there was a great friendship 
between the two peoples.  

There was an old man commonly known 
as May-wee-Mur. May-wee-Mur went to see 
what was troubling the frogs after hearing them 
talk so much at night. The frogs told him that 
they wanted a bigger pool where there would 
be more food. May-wee-Mur told them that he 
would try to find such a pool, and in return the 
frogs said they would help him. They told him 
that a deer had passed that way going to the 
ocean to lick salt off the rocks. The old man had 
his bow and quiver full of arrows with him and 
headed for the ocean.  

When the old man came near the ocean, 
he saw the deer licking the rocks, and the old 
man was able to kill it with his first arrow. While 
May-wee-Mur was dressing the deer, Kah-ha-
mis, the water spirit, came close to shore in the 
breakers near where the old man was. Kah-ha-
mis said: "I am very hungry. The sea has been so 
rough I have not been able to get any food. If 
you will give me the deer I will do much for you 
in your lifetime."  

The old man was sorry for Kah-ha-mis as 
he, too, knew what hunger was in his younger 
life, and he gave the deer to the Water Spirit.  

In those days the Indians used to hunt sea 
lions for food on the rocks toward Trinidad, and 

when one would be killed the carcass of the ani-
mal would be towed in the water behind the In-
dians seagoing canoe to the place where the en-
trance to Humboldt Bay is now. The carcass was 
there dragged across the land to where the 
place where the Indian village was located. This 
required a great deal of effort and consumed a 
great deal of time. When Kah-ha-mis saw how 
hard the Indians had to work to get their food, 
he was sorry for them. He also wanted to show 
his appreciation to May-wee-Mur, and decided 
to help the Indians.  

Kah-ha-mis went to the little pond and 
thrashed around with his great strong body 
many times, until it grew to its present size. He 
then had to connect it with the ocean. To do this 
he had to thrash his way back and forth be-
tween the bay and the ocean many times before 
he had a channel wide and deep enough for 
ocean going canoes to travel freely. A great 
earthquake occurred, and a tidal wave came 
which further widened the entrance to the bay 
now known as Humboldt. Ever since the Indians 
had no trouble in bringing the sea lions and 
their canoes right up to their village. Thus, for 
the old man’s kindness to Kah-ha-mis he was re-
paid many times. "It is always that way," say the 
Indian grandmothers.  
From: Austen D. Warburton and Joseph F 
Endert, 1966, INDIAN LORE OF THE NORTH CALI-
FORNIA COAST Story told by Bluff Creek Tom, a 
packer for the Brizard Company, as described in 
the column written by Andrew Guinzoli for the 
Times Standard in 1966.  

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 
Submitted By: Hazel Garcia  



Table Bluff Community Garden: Come and Join the FUN!  

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
Submitted BY: Adam Canter  

 
Our community garden is getting started for the 
season! We had a few cover crops growing dur-
ing the winter to add nutrients back to the 
soil. We have started seeds in the greenhouse 
that are already sprouting! Some plants include; 
peas, bush beans, melons, broccoli, cauliflower, 
cucumber, zucchini, pumpkin, onions, basil, 
peppers, cilantro, and sunflowers. Ed at Potowat 
garden generously donated 100 strawberry 
starts which need to be planted.  We started till-
ing the cover crop the second week in April. The 
following weeks we will start building the rows 
and mounds for the plants. The garden is open 
to all tribal members to maintain and harvest. If 
you do go in please be mindful of the starts and 
close the gate. If you have any questions or 
would like to volunteer call the office or email 
hwilkinson@wiyot.us 

Figure 1. Seedlings in the WNRD greenhouse 

Figure 2. Tilling and terminating the cover crop 

mailto:hwilkinson@wiyot.us


Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
Submitted BY: Adam Canter  

Wiyot Natural Resources SPRING Update 

Ha’wa’lou and greetings from 

the Wiyot Natural Resources De-

partment (WNRD).  Spring is in 

the air and as we emerge from 

the bleakness of the global pan-

demic and head into a new ad-

ministration there is a thankful 

and blessed sense of re-birth 

across the land, just as the World 

Renewal Ceremony would re-set 

our clocks for the season and 

year to come.   While the nice 

spring weather is welcome, it is a 

concern as we see our rivers far 

too low for April, as the pres-

sures and demand for our re-

gions precious water only deep-

ens, we continue to work with 

our partners to lobby for a free 

and wild Wiya’t (Eel) River, as we 

also move into phase two of our 

invasive Sacramento pikeminnow 

(Ptychocheilus grandis) removal 

project, which funded by the Na-

tional Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration (NOAA) Pacific 

Coastal Salmon Restoration Fund 

(PCSRF) seeks to identify effec-

tive and ethically salmon-safe re-

moval techniques and protocols.  

As part of this work the WNRD 

has also been deploying temper-

ature loggers along the South 

Fork and main stem Eel.  Please 

keep a look out for youth intern 

opportunities for summer field 

work associated with this project 

as well as our Goukdi’n (Jacoby 

Creek) forest project with HSU, 

or contact the WNRD if you have 

or are an interested youth! 

In addition to our upcoming 
WNRD youth internship there is 
an exciting opportunity in part-
nership with HSU for youth ages 
15-17 to become a certified 
drone pilot!  Yes, there is a free 4
-week program for Native Ameri-
can youth in Humboldt and Del 
Norte counties from June 21-July 
16 which will prepare partici-
pants to pass the FAA drone pi-
lot’s license test.  There is even a 
$100 per week stipend!  If you 
know any interested Wiyot youth 
please contact the WNRD or Da-
vid Marshal at 
Dave@humboldt.edu . Details 
and registration at http://
hcoe.org/pilot. Drone technology 
is quickly becoming a standard 
for use in natural resources appli-
cations, surveys, and mapping. 
Having skills and tool sets like 
holding a drone pilot’s license , 
greatly prepares youth for future 
careers in a vast array of fields 
that could benefit the Tribe in 
many aspects, from cultural and 

natural resources mapping and 
identification to monitoring re-
mote sites and furthering Tribal 
historic preservation. Please help 
us recruit some youth for this ex-
citing and limited opportunity!   
In other news, the WNRD contin-
ues to monitor development pro-
jects within Wiyot ancestral terri-
tory which may have negative 
significant environmental im-
pacts on natural and cultural re-
sources, such as the proposed 
Nordic Aquafarms aquaculture 
project at the former Samoa pulp 
mill site, which tentatively plans 
to grow non-native Atlantic salm-
on. This past month the WNRD’s 
Community Advisory Committee 
(CAC) meeting was fully focused 
on this project and reps gave a 
brief description of the project, 
while Tribal members were able 
to ask questions and get respons-
es to concerns. The WNRD and 
Cultural Departments are solic-
iting comments from Tribal mem-
bers regarding the project as we 
form our position and prepare to 
draft staff comments.  Some ini-
tial concerns include fish escape, 
effluent water quality and poten-
tial harmful algal blooms  

mailto:Dave@humboldt.edu
http://hcoe.org/pilot
http://hcoe.org/pilot


from nitrogen inputs, and disease outbreaks into native fish populations. The draft envi-

ronmental impact report (EIR) is yet to come out, but we anticipate it any day, which will 

further shed light on potential impacts.  The WNRD are thankful to are partners and 

friends at Humboldt Baykeeper who are helping to keep us up to speed with Nordic’s per-

mitting process.   Please familiarize yourself with the project and consider making com-

ments to both to the WNRD and on the future released draft EIR. We all want to do 

what’s best for our native fish, people, and community.  We are excited about the 

platform of the WNRD CAC meetings which allows our department share current issues 

and received direct and valuable feedback form Tribal citizens.  CAC meetings are the first 

Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. on zoom.  The next meeting is May 4th.  Please see 

the Tribes website for the link and topic of the month and attend, they’re fun too!  

Take time to get outside and enjoy the green time of year.  As we head into what appears 
to be further drought, the WNRD continues our work with the Tribal Resilience Program 
to best assess and prepare the Tribe for impacts associated with climate change and sea 
level rise.  Be looking for opportunities to participate in field trips and interviews for the 
traditional ecological knowledge component for phase one of the Wiyot Climate Change 
Adaptation Plan.  Peace and Happy Spring! Rra’dutwas, Adam Canter, adam@wiyot.us  

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 

Azalea State Reserve, by the Batawa't (Mad) River, western azalea 
(Rhododendron occidentale), hazelnut (Corylus cornuta ssp.. californi-
ca), and Californai lilac (Ceanothus thyrsiflorus).  A prime Wiyot ethno-
botanical site to visit in spring! 

Submitted BY: Adam Canter  

mailto:adam@wiyot.us


Gou’wil Da Lalouluwuk ‘Taking Care of People’  
Submitted By: Robert Pitts Jr.  
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If you would like to receive lunch and live within a 25 

mile radius, please call Betty or Mariah to be put on the 

list, or for more information at 707-733-5055.  

Gou’wil Da Lalouluwuk ‘Taking Care of People’  
Submitted By: Robert Pitts Jr.  



Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

April 26th, 2021  Council Highlights 

• Council Present: Ted Hernandez, Brian Mead, Marnie Atkins, Linda Lange, Ha-

zel James, Vanessa Rios and Aaron Stephenson 
• Staff Present: Michelle Vassel, Fawn Lopez, Ted Hernandez, Robert Pitts Jr. and 

Brian Allen 

• The agenda was approved 

• The consent calendar was approved 

1. Council approved  Fiscal Year 21 funding OATA Title VI, Part A, Grant Award #2042CAOATA-
01 (CFDA 93.047) and amended budget. 

2. Fiscal Year 21 OATA Title VI, Part C, Grant Award #2042CAOATC-01 (CFDA 93.054) and 
amended budget. 
3. Council approved CCDF award letters for G-21QQCACCDD and G-21QQCACCDX for Fiscal Year 
2021 and amend budget (Child Care and Development Fund)  
4. CCDF Coronavirus Aide, Relief, and Economic Security Act 20 QQCACCC3 and adopt budget 
(Child Care and Development Fund)  
5. Council approved CCDF Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental act 21QQCACCC5 
((Child Care and Development Fund)  
6. Council approved Modification #13 to the Wiyot Tribe Consolidated Tribal Government Pro-
gram Contract #A20AV00488 (2021 Annual -Year 2 funding) and adopt budget.   
7. Council approved Indian Housing Block Grant funding for 2021 and Adopt Budget 
8. Council approved authorization resolution 21-06, Authorizing submission to the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs for Indian Highway Safety Program Grant 

Elders and Disabled Tribal Members that live on the Reservation will not be charged for lawn 

mowing services however please check your yard prior to your lawn being mowed, and re-

move any debris, It’s hard to see debris lying in your yard when cutting grass, if unnoticed it 

can cause damage to our equipment. We appreciate your cooperation, also please call the 

Tribal Office prior to burning there has been several occasions  that Tribal members are burn-

ing without the proper burn permit. There are only certain days that are permitted so please 

call the Tribal Office for more information  707-733-5055.  

Friendly Reminders 



Wood for sale 

 

Tan oak sea-

soned  

$300.00 Trib-

al members 

$400.00 non-

Tribal mem-

bers  

Tribal Elders receive One cord 

free for the year!  

For more information please 

contact Aaron at the Tribal Of-

fice 707-733-5055. 

Wiyot Tribal 

Members 

are you in-

terested  

about  barrier-free 

farm share system. 

When you sign up 

for the season, it's $20/week for a box of 

veggies, $6 more for a dozen eggs, and we 

have other goods available for purchase, in-

cluding pastured chicken & pork, nuts, fresh 

herbs, and seasonal flowers.  For More infor-

mation please contact Hannah Eisloeffel, Ta-

ble Bluff Farm LLC 707-890-6699 

Did you move and forget to change your address? You 

can fax 707-733-5601 or email  addresschange@wiyot.us  

This will help in getting your mail to you in a timely man-

ner, if your address isn't up to date then this will slow 

your RSTF, newsletter and other important Tribal mail in 

getting to you. Please note there is a $25.00 charge for a 

stop payment for RSTF checks, our policy has always been 

Tribal members need to wait 90 days from the date the 

checks were mailed out to reissue another RSTF check. It 

is very important to keep an 

updated address on file, you 

can call the Tribal Office to 

check your address 707-733-

5055 or 800-388-7633 

 

 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 

2 3 4 5 Happy Cinco 

De Mayo  

6 7 8 

9 Happy Moth-

er’s Day 

10Public Com-

ments  & 

Link request due 

11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31 Tribal Office 

Closed Memorial 

Day  Observance  

     

MAY 2021 

*Due to the COVID-19 Global Pandemic, Wiyot Tribal Council meeting scheduled for 

5/10/2021 will be held by Tele/video conference or both.  To submit public comments for this 

meeting prior to meeting, please email comments to councilsupport@wiyot.us by 12pm 

Monday 05/10/2021. All public comments received by 12pm will be read into the record dur-

ing the regular meeting, also to receive a link for the meeting please request the link before 

12pm  05/10/2021. Public comments received after 12pm will not be read into the record but 

will be included in the official minutes.  

Enrollment Committee:       Upcoming meetings 

June 7th , 2021 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

mailto:councilsupport@wiyot.us
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Gock Wuck “Knowledge” Wiyot Tribal Council 
Ted Hernandez …...Tribal Chairman (2020-2024) 

Brian Mead…...Vice Chairman (2018-2022) 

Marnie Atkins…...Secretary (2021-2025) 

Linda Lange…...Treasurer (2019-2023) 

Vanessa Rios…...Council Member ( 2021-2025) 

Hazel Garcia…...Council Member (2019-2023) 

Aaron Stephenson …...Council Member (2020-2024) 

Da Rou Gawok “Everyone working Together”                                                         
Michelle Vassel…...Tribal Administrator   

      Fawn Lopez...Executive Assistant  to TA/Council Clerk                                                                        

Lisa Stephenson…...Enrollment Clerk 

Vanessa Rios…………..Receptionist  

Heather Blevins…….Emergency Operator   

 Aaron Stephenson...Maintenance  Technician  

Sebastian Rios Moreno…...Grounds Maintenance Assistant  

 

Gou’will da lalouluwuk “Taking care of People” 
Robert Pitts Jr……..Health & Human Service Director                                                                                  

Betty Owen-Mead…...Laqilh Haluni Coordinator  

Mariah Buckley…..Laqilh Haluni Assistant 

Gary Markussen Sr.…….…...ICWA  Advocate 

Tammie Haney……………….Social Work Advocate                                                                           

Dr. Rita Wafler…...Licensed MFT 

 

Hiwechk “Money” 
Brian Allen…...Fiscal Manager 

Vacant …..Accounts Receivables 

Annette Pastori………..Accounts Payables  

 

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 
 Ted Hernandez…...Cultural Director 

Hazel James…...Cultural Assistant 

Dr. Lynnika Butler ………….Linguist 

Pilar James…...Language Specialist 

Marnie Atkins…...Cultural Museum Manager 

 

Tsek Houdaqh “Where the Children are” 
Hazel Garcia ……..Youth Program Manager 

Margaret Card……..Johnson O’Malley Coordinator’ 

Vacant…...Youth Program Assistant 

 Vacant………….Youth Program Assistant  

Vacant………...Youth Program Assistant  

 
 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We belong to the Wilderness” 
Eddie Koch…...Natural Resources Director 

Adam Canter….…….Natural Resources Specialist 

Bri Philips…...Natural Resources Technician 

Hilanea Wilkinson...Natural Resources Technician in training  

George Buckley……....Water Operator 

Corrine Alton…...Water Operator Assistant in training   

 

1000 Wiyot Drive 

Loleta, California 95551 

 

Phone: 

707.733.5055/800.388.7633 

Fax: 707.733.5601 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 



Wiyot Tribe 

1000 Wiyot Dr 

Loleta, CA 95551 

Change of Address Request Form 
This is to confirm that my new mailing address is as follows:   

 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ______________________________  City:  ______________________  State:  _____ Zip:________ 

 

Email:  ______________________________   Telephone:  (          )  ____________________________ 

 

Previous Names Used:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Children who will be effected (legal name and Date of Birth:   

 

____________________________     _____________________________  ______________________________ 

 

 

____________________________     _____________________________   ______________________________ 

 

 

Signature:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 


