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Wiyot Tribe Offers Renter Assistance  

The Wiyot Tribe received $61,634.24 in American Rescue 

Plan (ARP) federal funds to administer a Renter Assistance 

Program to qualified applicants.  To qualify, you must be a 

Wiyot tribal citizen, have experienced financial hardship dur-

ing the COVID-19 pandemic, meet income requirements, and 

be behind on your rent. Emergency rental assistance can 

help you cover back rent that came due during the COVID-19 

pandemic. It may also cover utilities, home energy, and other 

costs, including electricity, gas, fuel, oil, water, sewer, and 

trash removal. Rental assistance may also cover reasonable late fees, Internet service to your 

home, and moving expenses and other rental-related fees—such as security deposits, application 

fees, or screening fees.  Applications can be found at:   https://www.wiyot.us/DocumentCenter/

View/3093/ERAP-Complete-Application.   

Call Robert Pitts at Wiyot Health and Human Services for questions or more information (707) 733-

5055.   

 

 



Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center Update 

Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center 
Submitted By: Marnie Atkins 

Our building is located at 417 Second Street, Eureka. Watch our monthly Newsletter for ongoing up-
dates! 
 
The painting at the Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center is complete! Small health and safety repairs 
continue at the Cultural Center. However, there is a hold up with the flooring installation and electri-
cal repairs. What is the saying … “The best laid schemes o' mice an' men” also known as “The best 
laid plans of mice and men” (from “To a Mouse” by Robert Burns). Well, that is what happened to 
the repair momentum at the Cultural Center. Due to the global pandemic, the supply chain has been 
impacted at all levels. From labor and manufacturing resources to shipping methods and shipping 
time frames have all been disrupted. This means, our flooring is still waiting to be shipped to us. 
Even the personnel at our electrical repair company have been impacted and we are waiting to be 
rescheduled on their calendar. Once the flooring materials arrive and electrical personnel are back 
on the team, our flooring installation and electrical repairs will continue. I hope by mid-August to be 
beginning to move into our Cultural Center, barring any further delays. 
 
This is our space to come together to build community, learn from each other, speak Soulatluk, and 
perpetuate our cultural practices while learning from our shared history - no matter where you live 
in the world. Virtual programming will be an ongoing feature of the Cultural Center so that people 
who live near and far will have the opportunity to learn and interact with other Wiyot people. 
 
Soon, we will be able to announce the opening of the Center and welcome you in while we adhere 
to COVID-19 safety protocols. Don’t hesitate to contact me if you have questions about our Da gou 
rou louwi' Cultural Center. 
 

Da gou rou louwi' “the ongoing return of all” (lit. ‘continuous again all the returning’) 
 
 
If you have questions about our Cultural Center or would like more information beyond what I pro-
vide in our Newsletter, please do not hesitate to reach out to me at matkins@wiyot.us or (707) 733-
5055. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Submitted By: Marnie Atkins 

Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center 

Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center Call 

IMPORTANT! PLEASE READ  

I am looking for Native artists to develop artwork to be used on the website and all social media for 
the Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center. If you are interested in discussing this topic, please do not hesi-
tate to reach out to me and I will send you a Call for Art Submission form with more information. 
Wiyot artists preferred, but we will accept art submissions from local area tribal peoples, too. Please 
contact me for more details at matkins@wiyot.us or at (707) 733-5055. 

Do you know how to weave (medallions, baskets, fishing nets, etc.)? Make eel hooks? Do you 
know how to gather plants for weaving, food, and/or medicines? Are you a storyteller that 
would like to mentor others in storytelling? Maybe you know some of the history of the Wiyot 
People and Tribe and want to share it with others? Are you a song maker and would like to 
mentor other song makers? Have you made regalia, dresses, and other ceremonial and/or 
dance items and would you like to teach others? Maybe you are an inspired jewelry maker and 
want to teach others? 
 
If you answered “hi'” (yes) to any of these questions, the Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center 
needs you and your expertise! We are looking for teachers and mentors who have traditional 
cultural knowledge and/or traditional ecological knowledge to share with others. All levels of 
experience and ages will be taught through small workshops. Some workshops will be more 
intensive than others and may include a series of workshops to better convey the knowledge 
you wish to share. In some cases, we will offer honorariums for your gift of knowledge. 
 
Questions or want more information? Please contact Marnie at matkins@wiyot.us or at (707) 
733-5055. Hou' and I look forward to hearing from you! 

mailto:matkins@wiyot.us


Humboldt State University Graduate Thesis Call for Interview Participants 

Zack Erickson is a graduate student of the Department of For-

estry, Watershed, and Wildland Sciences at Humboldt State 

University. His research project will utilize semi-structure inter-

views with Wiyot Tribal members to identify forest manage-

ment objectives within an 880-acre property in Goukdi’n 

(Jacoby Creek) managed by Humboldt State University. With 

the data collected in the interviews he hopes that his project 

will help guide management of the forested property as Hum-

boldt State University works toward developing a co-

management relationship with the Wiyot Tribe.  

If you are interested in participating in an interview for this project, please contact Zack 

either by phone or email. 

p: (707)298-9889 

e: zje13@humboldt.edu 

Old growth western red cedar grove (Thuja plica-
ta), Goukd'in Forest 

Submitted By: Adam Canter 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 



The WNRD is continuing field work for Pacific Coast Salmon Recovery 

Fund (PCSRF) on the South Fork Eel River, focusing on removal and 

population control of the invasive Sacramento Pikeminnow. During 

the month of June, NRD staff Brianna Phillips and Hilanea Wilkinson, 

with help from California Department of Fish and Wildlife Fisheries 

Biologist John Deibner-Hanson, snorkeled more than 17 miles of the 

South Fork Eel River estimating Pikeminnow abundance and density distribution as well as native 

salmonid presence in different “reaches” or sections of the river from Rattlesnake Creek to the 

Confluence with the mainstem Eel River. This first initial task will help our team assess overall 

Pikeminnow impact on native fish populations, abundance and distribution data and will aid in the 

selection of locations for conducting suppression trials deemed as pikeminnow population “hot-

spots”. Importantly, the methods developed through this task can be consistently applied in the fu-

ture to monitor pikeminnow population response to suppression or restoration efforts. Pikemin-

now hot spots chosen this year will eventually be sampled with a multitude of population suppres-

sion methods including, boat electrofishing, seine and fyke netting, baited trapping, purse netting, 

night dip netting, and hook and line fishing. Testing of these methods will continue throughout the 

2021 summer, and the methods that show signs of significantly reducing or suppressing pikemin-

now population will then be carried out once more during the 2022 summer. This project is intend-

ed to directly address a critical factor limiting the productivity of three federally listed anadromous 

salmonids that were historically important for native subsistence. 

In other news, the WNRD continues to hold monthly Community Advisory (CAC) Meetings for the 

Tribal community, TBR residents, outside agencies and partners, and to the greater public. This is a 

space for  Tribal community members and others to learn more about the tasks the Natural Re-

sources Department is currently working on, or projects we are reviewing, to express any com-

ments, concerns, or questions you might have regarding the work we are doing. During these 

meetings we will often hosts speakers and presenters from Humboldt 

State, Friends of the Eel River, the Eel River Recovery Project, and others to 

speak on topics such as Sea Level Rise and Climate Change Resiliency, Envi-

ronmental and ecological restoration, and any environmental infrastructure 

projects around Humboldt County or Table Bluff Reservation. The CAC 

meetings are held on the first Tuesday of every month from 5:30pm – 

7:00pm, open to the Tribal community and the general public. Zoom links 

are posted on the Wiyot Tribal website and Wiyot Facebook page. 
 

Submitted By: Adam Canter  

Figure 1: South Fork Wiya’t (Eel River) with algal 
blooms proliferating earlier than normal, June 
2021, near Piercy 

Figure 2: A low, but flowing South Fork 
Wiya't (Eel River), June 2021, near 
Piercy 

Wiyot Natural Resources Department Summer Update  

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 















 

Gou’wil Da Lalouluwuk ‘Taking Care of People’  
Submitted By: Robert Pitts Jr. 



 

Gou’wil Da Lalouluwuk ‘Taking Care of People’  
Submitted By: Robert Pitts Jr. 





Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 





“Our culture is a living spirit that must continue to thrive. Our generation must carry on with 
the traditional ways and the stories from our elders and ancestors that have gone before us. “ 

 

 The Cultural Department has been very focus on the return of our ancestors and artifacts that are in mu-
seums that have been taken from our tribal lands in the past and present. We are continuously working 
with the local governments and government agencies on projects that come in daily. We are in the pro-
cess of bringing ancestors and ceremonial regalia home from Berkeley. This will be happening soon; we 
are taking precautions on bringing these ancestors home during this pandemic crisis. We are working 
with the staff at Berkeley on the transfer process. Once they are home, we will put out a news release. 
These ancestors and ceremonial regalia have been away far too long.  
 
We are also in the process of setting up future regalia classes here in the near future for Tribal Citizens 
we will be doing virtual classes until it is safe to be able to do in a public setting. We are also looking for-
ward to partnering with the Blue Ox Mill in Eureka on working on building our first dugout with the youth. 
We will be sending out notices when it comes closer to doing the workshop.  
 

 
 
The Cultural department Continues to work with Tribal THPOS, Local cities, Federal, and County Govern-
ments on consultation projects, Section 106, Native Americans: California Environmental Quality 
Act (AB52), California Environmental Quality Act (Ceqa), and timber harvest plans (THP). This depart-
ment has also been sending our tribal monitors on projects in Wiyot Ancestorial Territory. 

" That the Wiyot People have never given up our rights to fishing, 
hunting, gathering, 

 

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 
Submitted By: Ted Hernandez  
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Beginning Monday August 16th, 2021 Tsek Houdaqh hours will operate from 1-6pm.  

*Tsek Houdaqh calendar is subject to change  

Tsek Houdaqh ‘where the children are’  
Submitted By: Hazel Garcia 
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Submitted By: Fawn Lopez  

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

Wood for 

sale 

 

Tan oak sea-

soned  $300.00 Tribal 

members 

$400.00 non-Tribal 

members  

Tribal Elders receive 

One cord free for the 

year!  

For more information 

please contact Aaron at 

the Tribal Office 707-

733-5055. 

Did you move and forget to change your address? You can fax 707-733-

5601 or email  addresschange@wiyot.us  This will help in getting your 

mail to you in a timely manner, if your address isn't up to date then 

this will slow your RSTF, newsletter and other important Tribal mail in 

getting to you. Please note there is a $25.00 charge for a stop payment for RSTF checks, our 

policy has always been Tribal members need to wait 90 days from the date the checks were 

mailed out to reissue another RSTF check. It is very important to keep an updated address on 

file, you can call the Tribal Office to check your address 707-733-5055 or 800-388-7633 

 

 

Congratulations to 

Cambria Sheets & 

Charlie McClung on 

the birth  of  their 

baby, Braylee Ray 

McClung Born on May 13, 2021! 



Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Fawn Lopez  

July 12, 2021 Council Highlights 

•Council Present: Ted Hernandez, Marnie Atkins, Linda Lange, Hazel James, 

Vanessa Rios and Aaron Stephenson 

•Staff Present: Michelle Vassel, Fawn Lopez, Ted Hernandez, Robert Pitts Jr., 

Brian Allen, Eddie Koch. 

•      The agenda was approved 

•     The consent calendar was approved 

•      Rou Da'louy- Public Forum  Pamela James  & Madison Flynn 

•    Council approved Fiscal Year 2021 Family Violence and Services/Domestic Violence 
Shelter and Supportive Services and adopt budget. 

•  Council approved  Resolution 21-16 Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with the 
Northern California Indian Development Council, INC (NCIDC) for Receipt of Pro-
gram Year 2021. 

•  Council approved  Land assignment holder Lisa Stephenson to put 20 x12 cement 
slab for patio & Patio Awning and Tribal staff will be present to monitor cement slab 
being poured to make sure there is no pipes where is cement slab will be poured. 

•  Council approved Fiscal Year 2021 Renters Assistance Program Funds and adopt 
budget.  

•  Council gave Directive to Tribal Administrator to handle Personnel issue. 
•  Council approved Lisa Stephenson as payee for Alan Stephenson III, Marissa Ste-

phenson & Daniel Stephenson-Ramirez for all future Tribal disbursements until re-
scinded by Tribal Council or reach the age of 18.   

 

*Due to the COVID-19 Global Pandemic, Wiyot Tribal Council meeting that was scheduled for 

7/12/2021 was held by Tele/video conference or both.  To submit public comments for this 

meeting prior to meeting, please email comments to councilsupport@wiyot.us by 12pm 

Monday 07/12/2021. All public comments received by 12pm will be read into the record dur-

ing the regular meeting, also to receive a link for the meeting please request the link before 

12pm  07/12/2021. Public comments received after 12pm will not be read into the record but 

will be included in the official minutes.  

mailto:councilsupport@wiyot.us


Submitted By: Fawn Lopez  

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
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August 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9Public Com-

ments  & 

Link request due  

@12pm  

BCM  4pm 

10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 
Humboldt Coun-

ty Fairs starts  

19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 
Humboldt Coun-

ty Fairs ends 

30 31     

*Due to the COVID-19 Global Pandemic, Wiyot Tribal Council meeting scheduled for 

08/09/2021 will be held by Tele/video conference or both.  To submit public comments for 

this meeting prior to meeting, please email comments to councilsupport@wiyot.us by 12pm 

Monday 08/09/2021. All public comments received by 12pm will be read into the record dur-

ing the regular meeting, also to receive a link for the meeting please request the link before 

12pm  08/09/2021. Public comments received after 12pm will not be read into the record but 

will be included in the official minutes.  

Enrollment Committee:       Upcoming meetings 

September 6 , 2021 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

mailto:councilsupport@wiyot.us
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Wiyot Tribal Council 
Ted Hernandez …...Tribal Chairman (2020-2024) 

Brian Mead…...Vice Chairman (2018-2022) 

Marnie Atkins…...Secretary (2021-2025) 

Linda Lange…...Treasurer (2019-2023) 

Vanessa Rios…...Council Member ( 2021-2025) 

Hazel Garcia…...Council Member (2019-2023) 

Aaron Stephenson …...Council Member (2020-2024) 

Da Rou Gawok “Everyone working Together”                                                         
Michelle Vassel…...Tribal Administrator   

      Fawn Lopez...Executive Assistant  to TA/Council Clerk                                                                        

Lisa Stephenson…...Enrollment Clerk 

Vanessa Rios…………..Receptionist  

Heather Blevins…….Emergency Operator   

 Aaron Stephenson...Maintenance  Technician  

Sebastian Rios Moreno…...Grounds Maintenance Assistant  

 

Gou’will da lalouluwuk “Taking care of People” 
Robert Pitts Jr……..Health & Human Service Director                                                                                  

Vacant…..Laqilh Haluni Assistant 

Gary Markussen Sr.…….…...ICWA  Advocate 

Vacant ……….Social Work Advocate                                                                           

Dr. Rita Wafler…...Licensed MFT 

Jennifer  Boak…….Counseling Mental Heath Intern 

 

Hiwechk “Money” 
Brian Allen…...Fiscal Manager 

Vacant …..Accounts Receivables 

Annette Pastori………..Accounts Payables  

 

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 
 Ted Hernandez…...Cultural Director 

Hazel Garcia…...Cultural Assistant 

Dr. Lynnika Butler ………….Linguist 

Pilar James…...Language Specialist 

Marnie Atkins…...Cultural Museum Manager 

 

Tsek Houdaqh “Where the Children are” 
Hazel Garcia ……..Youth Program Manager 

Margaret Card……..Johnson O’Malley Coordinator 

Grant Bryant…...Youth Program Assistant 

 Vacant………….Youth Program Assistant  

Vacant………...Youth Program Assistant  

 
 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We belong to the Wilderness” 
Eddie Koch…...Natural Resources Director 

Adam Canter….…….Natural Resources Assistant  

Bri Philips…...Natural Resources Technician 

Hilanea Wilkinson...Natural Resources Technician  

George Buckley……....Water Operator 

Corrine Alton…...Water Operator Assistant in training   

 

1000 Wiyot Drive 

Loleta, California 95551 

 

Phone: 

707.733.5055/800.388.7633 

Fax: 707.733.5601 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 



Change of Address Request Form 
This is to confirm that my new mailing address is as follows:   

 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ______________________________  City:  ______________________  State:  _____ Zip:________ 

 

Email:  ______________________________   Telephone:  (          )  ____________________________ 

 

Previous Names Used:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Children who will be effected (legal name and Date of Birth:   

 

____________________________     _____________________________  ______________________________ 

 

 

____________________________     _____________________________   ______________________________ 

 

 

Signature:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wiyot Tribe 

1000 Wiyot Dr 

Loleta, CA 95551 


