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On Saturday October 23, 2021, an an-

gel took my beauƟful wife and mother 

of our children.   

Linda Lange was born on July 14,1948 
in the hallway of Dallas, Oregon hospi-
tal, her parents were Roy and Lola 
Woodhurst. Linda’s sister is Janyce 
Berens (Woodhurst), later her two 
brothers Johnny and Roy Woodhurst 
came along. Linda Lange had been a 
valued member of the Wiyot Tribal 
Council since she was seated in April of 
2017 and will be missed.  Councilwom-
an Lange born Linda Mary Woodhurst 
grew up on the Wiyot village site of 
Waluplh, known to many as Lighthouse 
or Ocean View Ranch now a naƟonal 
monument. As children you could find 
Linda and her sister Janyce playing in 
the rolling open fields of the Wiyot vil-
lage site of Waluplh, known to many as 
Lighthouse or Ocean View Ranch.  
August of 1964 Linda met her soul ma-

te and best friend Arthur Lange. Both 

Linda and Art shared the same birth-

day only being five years apart and 

lived about fiŌy miles apart. They were 

so much alike it came as no surprise 

they were married 4 months later De-

cember 5, 1964. As Linda was married 

to the love of her life, Art Lange for 57 

years, the two were inseparable.  They 

made their home on Raqhlhirilh Hulu 

Mou’lilh (Humboldt Hill) and their fam-

ily grew in September 1966 as their 

son Terry Lange was born followed by 

Diana L. Morgan who was born in 

1970. As a family they did everything 

together, and enjoyed hunƟng, fishing, 

camping, traveling and even gold min-

ing and yes, we did find gold!  

Linda reƟred from Eureka City Schools 

aŌer more than 22 years of service and 

aŌer their reƟrement Arthur and Linda 

enjoyed traveling to many NaƟonal 

Parks, they also liked collecƟng an-

Ɵques, rocks, NaƟve baskets, and other 

trinkets. Linda loved to draw animals 

and could be found with a pencil in 

hand.  

  As a proud parent Linda served on the 

South Bay and Pine Hill PTA through-

out her children’s school years.  She 

also served on HASACWA for Eureka 

City Schools during her Ɵme 

there.  Prior to her role on Council, she 

served the Tribe on the Wiyot MOUL 

CommiƩee, the Wiyot ConsƟtuƟon 

CommiƩee and lead the charge for 

consƟtuƟonal amendments which al-

lowed for absentee voƟng and signifi-

cantly improved at-large Tribal parƟci-

paƟon.  She served for many years as 

the Wiyot Tribe delegate to Northern 

California Indian Development Council. 

Linda Lange was elected to Wiyot Trib-

al Council as Treasurer in 2017.  She 

implemented many fiscal reforms.  She 

updated the Tribes fiscal policies in-

creasing internal controls to make sure 

tribal business was carried out in prop-

er way.  She provided direct oversight 

of the Tribes financial affairs; she saw 

the fiduciary responsibility of treasurer 

as a watchdog role.  A lifelong, subsist-

ence hunter/fisher, she advocated 

strongly for the tribes’ ancestral rivers, 

Humboldt Bay, and habitat.  During her 

Ɵme on Council the Tribe was part of 

the return of more than 200 acres of 

Tuluwat island and preservaƟon of 

Tsakiyuwit, two sacred sites ensuring 

cultural conƟnuity for generaƟons to 

come.   

Linda was a true warrior, she spoke her 

mind and fought for what she believed 

in.  She did what was right even if it 

was not the popular view.  She dili-

gently read and educated herself on all 

issues, projects, and endeavors of the 

Tribe.  She was also very kind and wel-

coming.  She shared family history, 

tribal history, and her vast cultural col-

lecƟons with anyone who was interest-

ed.  She giŌed many Wiyot girls with 

basket caps to dance in ceremony.  She 

donated many items to the Tribe over 

Ɵme including a large collecƟon of bas-

kets.  Linda and her Husband Art 

helped wherever needed, she volun-

teered on many Tribal community pro-

jects such as building the community 

cleaning staƟon.   She gave her Ɵme, 

energy, giŌs, and kindness hum-

bly.  She quietly took care of things in 

an unassuming way.  She had a strong 

work ethic, rarely missed a meeƟng, 

oŌen arrived at the Council meeƟng 

directly from her Chemotherapy ap-

pointment.  She worked for the tribe 

conƟnuously unƟl her passing. 

 In loving Memory of Treasurer Linda Lange   



Melva Duclo passed away peace-
fully at her home in Loleta, California 
on the morning of November 4, 
2021, with her loving daughters by 
her side. 
Melva was born to William and Lore-
ta Seidner on June 21,1943 in Fortu-
na, California. She married Donald 
Duclo in 1961 and together, enjoyed 
raising their two daughters, Lee Ann 
and Donnell. Donald and Melva re-
cently celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary this past summer with at 
BBQ in Eureka surrounded by family 
and friends.  Melva and Don worked 
for the Eureka City School District in 
the building and grounds mainte-
nance department for 18 years unƟl 
both reƟred. Always the eager trav-
eler, Melva rarely passed up an op-
portunity to visit new places, even 
on short noƟce. In a maƩer of 
minutes, she could be packed and 
ready to head out the door. Over the 
years, she enjoyed going on numer-
ous cruises, taking short weekend 
trips and visiƟng far away desƟna-
Ɵons like Ireland, Great Britain, Can-
ada, Mexico, Alaska, and many East 
Coast ciƟes. Melva also enjoyed trav-
eling to Sacramento as oŌen as pos-
sible to visit her daughter Donnell 
and two grandchildren, Joshua and 
Lindsey Abernathy.  In addiƟon to 
travel, quilƟng and gardening were 
Melva’s passions. She was a member 
of both the Eel River Valley Quilt 
Guild and the Redwood Empire 
Quilters Guild. She loved to volun-
teer at quilt shows and enjoyed shar-
ing her love of quilƟng with her 
friends and like-minded quilters 
from everywhere. Over the years, 
Melva donated many of her quilts to 

the SuƩer Breast Cancer Quilt Auc-
Ɵon in Sacramento, California. Melva 
took great pleasure in gardening. 
She had a natural giŌ when it came 
to culƟvaƟng fruits and vegetables 
and making just about any kind of 
plant flourish. A couple of small fish-
ponds were nestled amongst her 
plants, and she would spend hours 
tending to the garden and caring for 
her fish. She was a member of the 
Humboldt Botanical Garden and 
oŌen volunteered at their fundrais-
ing events. One of the member’s 
benefits is a reciprocal membership 
in over 300 botanical gardens across 
the country. That gave Melva a 
chance to do two of her favorite 
things – travel and visit beauƟful gar-
dens. When she wasn’t traveling, 
quilƟng or gardening, Melva also en-
joyed meeƟng and talking to people 
at many of the events she aƩended 
with Lee Ann and Gary Moore of 
Oceanside Jams. It was a great way 
for her to catch up with people she 
hadn’t seen in a while. Melva is sur-
vived by her daughters, Lee Ann Du-
clo Moore, Donnell Duclo, grandchil-
dren Joshua and Lindsey Abernathy, 
sisters Leona Wilkinson, Marian 
Seidner and Cheryl Seidner, and 
many beloved extended family 
members and friends. She is preced-
ed in death by her parents William 
and Loreta Seidner, brother William 
Seidner and husband Donald Duclo 
(October 17, 2021). 
In lieu of flowers, contribuƟons can 
be made to the Humboldt Botanical 
Gardens at PO Box 6117, Eureka, CA 
95502 on behalf of Melva Duclo.  

In Loving Memory of Melva Duclo  
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In Loving Memory of Don Duclo  

Donald W. Duclo was born on April 28, 1941 in Ver-
mont, the son of Donald and Emma Duclo. Donald 
passed away peacefully in his sleep during the evening 
of October 17, 2021, in his home in Loleta. He was 
born in Ludlow, Vermont and moved with his family to 
California when he was seven years old. To his sisters, 
he was known as “bug” because he was always bug-
ging them. He joined the Army as a teen and served in 
Germany in 1959. As a young man, he worked hard in 
lumber mills from ScoƟa to Orick. Don was later em-
ployed by the Eureka City School District as a 
groundskeeper, where he and his wife Melva worked 
together for 18 years unƟl their reƟrement. Honest, 
hard work was a way of life for Don. And when he was-
n’t working, he enjoyed many outdoor acƟviƟes from 
hunƟng deer, elk and ducks to fishing, eeling and crab-
bing. Don also loved harvesƟng abalone in Shelter 
Cove and Fort Bragg. He thought the world of teaching 
his girls how to harvest abalone since they were not 
interested in shooƟng animals that had eyes that 
stared back at them. He also worked along side his 
daughter Lee Ann harvesƟng wild berries for her 
Oceanside Jam business. While most people slow 
down aŌer reƟrement, Don spent his golden years 
carving redwood fence posts and grape stakes by 
hand, cuƫng firewood, and maintaining his property. 
He was always ready to help his family and friends in 
any way he could. He volunteered at the annual Inter-
Tribal Gathering & Elders Dinner, Loleta CraŌ Fair and 
Swauger’s StaƟon Days. Donald also enjoyed working 
in the Oceanside Jam booth at many of the Eureka and 
Fortuna area events and craŌ fairs with his daughter 
Lee Ann and her husband Gary. He loved seeing peo-
ple he had not seen in years and delighted in telling 
them his numerous berry-picking stories. Always the 
kidder, when people would ask what his favorite berry 
was, he always said, “Strawberry,” with a grin, “it’s the 
only kind I don’t have to pick.” Without Donald’s drive 
and dedicaƟon to his family, Oceanside Jams would be 
a hobby and not the business it has become today. 
Donald was instrumental in growing the business as he 
harvested wild berries on a daily basis throughout 
Humboldt and Del Norte CounƟes from April to Octo-
ber each year. He harvested more and more berries as 
the business grew so everyone can enjoy the bounƟes 

of our area. He was so 
proud of how the jam 
business developed and 
the saƟsfacƟon and 
memories it provided to 
customers as well as 
himself. We oŌen re-
ceived leƩers, emails and 
phone calls encouraging 
us to conƟnue because 
our Wild Berry products 
reminded them of their mothers, grandmothers, 
aunƟes and others jams they had when they grew up. 
The countless miles of walking, sƟnging neƩles, poison 
oak, rugged terrain and Ɵcks never foiled Don’s berry 
picking! Don and Melva were married in 1961 and cel-
ebrated their 60-year wedding anniversary on July 31, 
2021, with a BBQ at his daughter’s house in Eureka. 
Don really enjoyed the opportunity to see all his 
friends and family, never missing an opportunity to tell 
a joke or funny story. Don and Melva had their first 
child, Lee Ann in 1962, and their second child Donnell 
in 1963. Lee Ann is reƟring from Oceanside Jams and a 
Program Budget Analyst at HSU. Donnell is reƟred 
from the California State Auditor’s Office in Sacramen-
to. Don was so proud of his “girls.” Don is survived by 
his wife Melva, his daughters Lee Ann Duclo Moore 
and Donnell Duclo, grandchildren Joshua and Lindsey 
Abernathy, sisters Joanne Machado and Margie Hook-
er, and many beloved extended family members and 
friends. He was predeceased by his sisters Shirley 
Nunes and Rosalie Johnson. In  his passing, Don didn't 
want anyone to stand around grieving for him and re-
quested that no funeral service be held. Instead, he 
wished for people to remember him as they visit Table 
Bluff beach, enjoy fresh cooked crab or salmon. He 
spent a lot of his Ɵme on that beach, that was his hap-
py place. If you would like to make a donaƟon on be-
half of Donald Duclo, please send donaƟon to the 
Loleta Volunteer Fire Department, PO Box 766, Loleta, 
CA 95551 
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The WNRD wants to wish everyone happy fall and 

holiday season, we have some exciƟng new devel-

opments and grant updates to share with the 

community before the start of the new year. 

Our first update involves the beginning stages of 

geƫng Natural Resources Department involved 

with partnering agencies for the monitoring, pre-

venƟon and treatment of Harmful Algal Blooms 

(HAB), specifically in the Eel River Watershed. The 

Eel River has been subjected to disastrous envi-

ronmental degradaƟon over the last few decades, 

due in part to climate change, damming, water di-

versions and polluƟon. The damage caused to the 

watershed over the years has led to a significant 

increase in toxic algal blooms that occur in the Eel 

during the summerƟme, when low flows and in-

creased water temperatures create the perfect en-

vironment for cyanobacteria and other harmful 

algae to grow and thrive. This is especially preva-

lent in the lower Eel where the water tempera-

tures are usually the highest and flows are the 

lowest. Swimming in the river during these 

blooms are not recommended as the toxic algae 

can affect both humans and animals if ingested. 

Not much research or monitoring has been done 

on the Eel to pinpoint the direct causes of the 

blooms and how best to monitor for an appropri-

ate management plan. The NRD hopes to seek 

more funding opportuniƟes to get the department 

involved in HAB monitoring projects to find miƟga-

Ɵon strategies and soluƟons to the blooms, as the 

Wiyot are the true stewards of the river and 

should always have a hand in the rehabilitaƟon of 

it. The NRD will conƟnue to update the communi-

ty on the process of these monitoring projects.  

Another exciƟng project coming up within the 

next few months involves the Tribe’s collaboraƟon 

with Tenera, a marine environmental consulƟng 

company contracted by Nordic Aquafarms for 

their proposed Samoa fish farm. Nordic Aq-

uafarms has contracted Tenera environmental to 

complete a full assessment of the possible impacts 

on marine life in Humboldt Bay due to the large 

intake system that would be used to run the fish 

farm. NRD has joined Tenera on this study as it 

was a great opportunity to learn more about the 

possible impacts of the Aquafarm project on the 

Bay, and to have tribal imput and involvement 

when assessing such a huge environmental devel-

opment project that is proposing to use such a sig-

nificant amount of water resources. The work in-

volves collecƟng ichthyoplankton (eggs and fish 

larvae) samples in the Bay at six different locaƟons 

that extend from the middle of Arcata Bay down 

to South Bay. These samples will give us an idea of 

the concentraƟon of ichthyoplankton, inverte-

brates, and other planktonic organisms that may 

end up trapped during water intake to run the fish 

farm. These ichthyoplankton samples may include 

eggs and fish larvae from naƟve, endangered or 

otherwise significant fish species that occupy the 

bay. While Nordic Aquafarms is required to create 

a project design that minimizes the effects on ma-

rine life in the bay during water intake for the 

farm, the impacts to these organisms are un-

known and could affect the passing of the project 

if it is found that the proposal may have significant 

impacts on ichthyoplankton and other planktonic 

organisms in Humboldt Bay. Work on the project 

will begin in December. We will update the com-

munity as the study progresses.  
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Lastly, an interesƟng event happened last month down at the beach by the south jeƩy. A TBR com-

munity member contacted the NRD about a giant sunfish, commonly known as the mola mola, 

washing up on the shore, unfortunately deceased. This fish is not only rare to see, as it’s found in 

mainly tropical, Southern Hemisphere oceans, but it’s also a bizarre create to find. The Giant sunfish 

can have a length of up to 10 Ō and a wingspan up to 14Ō and can weight up to 5,000 lbs., an in-

credible fish to find washed up locally. Though our department had no reason to collect the fish 

from the shore for research purposes, it may be an indicator of other factors happening in our 

ocean ecosystems. SighƟngs of the fish in colder waters outside of its usual habitat, in warmer tropi-

cal waters, may be evidence of warming marine temperatures due to global climate change.  

Figure 1: TBR resident Peggy Orcu  photographs Giant 

sunfish washed up near the South Spit beach 

Figure 2: TBR resident Peggy Orcu  photographs 

Giant sunfish washed up near the South Spit beach 
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Water System Updates 
All the electricity for the pump house goes through the Transfer Switch.  

On Saturday October 30th the water operator in training, Hilanea, received calls at 8am that 

there was no water. She immediately went to the pump house to find that something sprayed 

water all over. There was water dripping off the ceiling and in the main electrical box/ transfer 

switch. The main power from PG&E was on, but the pumps were not working. The generator was 

manually turned on, it started, and the pressure started building in the tank. We called the Cum-

mins Technician and he walked through what we should do. With the panel being wet it could 

have tripped the electrical safety and cut all power flowing through the transfer switch. 

The switch was turned on and off as the generator was on building up the pressure in the tank. 

AŌer we turned the generator off the power seemed to be working with PG&E.   

On Sunday October 31st we went to the pump house at 7:30am to see the power tripped again 

and there was low pressure the tank. At this point we turned the generator on and did the morn-

ing water tests. We leŌ the generator on for the day.  

We called Mike with Conceptual Electric, and he came around 11am. Mike figured out that the 

transfer switch was not fully switching back to PG&E power. The physical switch was loose and 

not fully in the correct posiƟon. He got it to stay connected for the rest of the day and we turned 

off the generator. 

On Monday November 1st Cummins was scheduled to come out around 10Am. Mike with Con-

ceptual Electric also came to assist the generator tech. The Cummins tech took the whole trans-

fer switch apart. He removed the three electrical boards in the transfer switch. He found some 

water damage on the control board, which he said was building up over Ɵme, most likely due to 

the humidity in the pump house. He recommended geƫng a heater and waterproofing the con-

trol box. As they were working the big main switches were sƟll not connecƟng all the way. They 

believe a spring might be faulty. 

Cummins recommends a total replacement of the Transfer switch. The Technician had to zip Ɵe 

the switch in the PG&E posiƟon to keep the connecƟon flowing. Though he said this will be tem-

porary and may fail again, then we will have to come manually fix it again. 
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We are probably not the only one’s celebraƟng the return of the life-giving rains as we try to come out of one of 

the warmest and driest years since the 1977 drought, with 2021 taking the slot for the hoƩest summer on rec-

ord for the lower 48, and the North Coast.  While the Wiya’t coast is blessed by our summer fogs and forests 

that provide climate refugia for species, we are not immune to the impacts of climate change, which combined 

with the legacy of seƩler-colonialism, land theŌ, and resource extracƟon, has leŌ our rivers in a state of crisis 

and reminds us why the Ɵme is NOW to UnDam the Wiya’t!  Wiya’t translates to “abundance” in Soulatluk, and 

the Eel was once the third largest salmon producing river in California, with over a million fish returning annually 

(Yoshiyama & Moyle 2010).  The Wiyot stories tell of “walking across the river on the salmons’ backs”.  In recent 

years returns have numbered only in the few thousands, with 2019-2020 being the lowest numbers on record 

(Eel River Recovery Project, CDFW).  Today, special regulaƟons apply to the Eel, with catch and release only rules 

for naƟve steelhead and all salmon. Hatchery steelhead and trout can be taken in certain areas, but regulaƟons 

currently burden Tribal subsistence pracƟces.  The decline of the Eel River fishery has had mammoth socio-

economic impacts to the Wiyot Tribe, effecƟng food security and sovereignty, impacƟng tribal ciƟzen health, and 

limiƟng the opportuniƟes for cultural pracƟces related to the river to be passed on.   

With the PoƩer Valley Project (PVP) license up for expiraƟon in April 2022, and Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) 

not wanƟng to relicense the unprofitable and small hydroelectric project, the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-

mission (FERC) gets to decide how license surrender will proceed and how the dams will be decommissioned.  

However, this federal agency has a Trust responsibility to Tribes who have voice and power, so NOW is the Ɵme 

to let our pleas for a Wild and Free Eel River reverberate in the halls of the State and Federal capitals, the FERC 

offices, and to our friends, neighbors, and tribes in the Russian River basin!  The single biggest act that we can do 

to help restore Pacific salmon species, kutaw (lamprey), and gou’ daw (sturgeon) is to remove the Eel River dams 

and the summer water diversion to the Russian basin.  We recognize that it was PG&E that set up this last centu-

ry of water diversions that has became the status quo for PoƩer Valley, Mendocino, and Sonoma county agricul-

tural interests, who tend to be the basin of press sympathies, meanwhile the Eel basin has suffered immensely 

as seen through the crash of our salmon and near loss of our subsistence fishing legacy, rarely acknowledged  

during this year’s historic but ever trending drought.  With PG&E as the enƟty that created this mess, the tribes 

and FERC should require that PG&E pay to both remove the dams and contribute to Eel River basin restoraƟon 

efforts.  RespecƟng our neighbors to the south, decommissioning of the PVP should also include funding for sup-

porƟng water conservaƟon, storage and climate resilience efforts in the Russian, which could easily make up for 

the annual 160,000 acer feet of stolen waters that’s pumped through the Van Arsdale diversion each year. While 

California Merlot can be found on the discount shelf, Wiya’t salmon are now at a premium that seem to be be-

coming less abundant and more precious each year, as pressure on the river only grows. How much more can 

the river take?  It’s Ɵme to give back to the Eel.  Let’s start making our voice heard and keep in tune to happen-

ings with the PVP and our efforts to UnDam the Wita’t!  Please get in touch with the WNRD or your Council if 

you would like to be more involved! 

Ha’wa’lou and holiday greetings from the Wiyot Natural Resources Department  
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In other news, the Ocean Ranch Unit (ORU) restoraƟon project on the north spit of the Eel River and Eel River 

Wildlife area is underway. This project will expand naƟve estuarine wetland habitats by removing legacy dikes 

from the seƩler-colonial period and re-connect much of the historic Ɵdelands to their natural state. As part of 

this effort non-naƟve invasive Chilean chordgrass (Spar na densiflora) will be removed from saltmarsh habitats 

and European beach grass (Ammophila arenaria) will be removed from the dune system.  SparƟna has invaded 

much of Humboldt Bay and the Eel River estuary and the Tribe is currently working to remove the species on 

Tuluwat and HuƩverouh and removal of European beach grass will help to restore some of the unique and sensi-

Ɵve dune mat habitat on the Eel spit, which harbors rare species like the beach layia (Layia carnosa) and ethno-

botanical species like dune strawberry (Fragaria chiloensis) the Indian potato boudurroush (Brodiaea terrestris), 

a legacy of Wiyot tending on the spit.  As a result of some Tribal member concerns that were voiced and com-

mented on by the WNRD in the EIR for the project, we are in consultaƟon with CDFW to ensure that Wiyot inter-

ests and cultural uses on the spit are not unduly restricted during restoraƟon operaƟons, which are predicted to 

go through the end of 2022. While the sand road has been closed in recent weeks, we have been noƟfied that it 

will re-open on December 1st, and have expressed to CDFW to ensure beƩer communicaƟon about the tempo-

rary road and site closures during restoraƟon acƟviƟes, which they have assured they will work to noƟce.  We 

are also working on ensuring that tribal members will once again have access to firewood collecƟon.  We are 

excited to see the Eel estuary get back to its former glory! 

In sad news, we give our condolences to the family of Linda, Melva, and Don, who taught me so much about the 

ethnobotanical history and tradiƟonal ecological knowledge of the Wiyot and showed me the importance of 

supporƟng the conƟnuaƟon of furthering the Wiyot love and knowledge of plants, berries, places, and so much 

more.   

Please reach out to the WNRD if you want to be more involved in Wiyot natural resources prioriƟes and projects 

and remember to aƩend our monthly Community Advisory CommiƩee meeƟngs the first Tuesday of every 

month (this Dec. 7th) from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.  Link found on the Wiyot website and WNRD Facebook page.  

Rra’dutwas (with kindness), Adam Canter, WNRD Director, adam@wiyot.us 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            The Wiya't, at fall flows, November 17th, 2021, at Fernbridge, Hilanea Wilkinson  
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Ha’wa’lou! 
We have received a one-year extension (unƟl 

August 31, 2022) to complete the Rou Soulat-

louy (‘We All Speak Soulatluk’) conversaƟon 

book. We have been working hard to finalize 

short conversaƟons on the topics requested by 

tribal members, but we sƟll need your input! 

Check out updated informaƟon about our pro-

gress at hƩps://www.wiyot.us/336/Rou-

Soulatlouy-conversaƟon-book-project. Under 

the “About the project” tab, you will see a list 

of topics we have been working on. If there is a 

conversaƟon topic NOT in the list that you 

would like to be included in the Soulatluk con-

versaƟon book, please contact Lynnika at lynni-

ka@wiyot.us with your suggesƟons and re-

quests. 

We are also looking for Wiyot voices (of all ag-

es & genders) to record audio for the book! 

Please contact Lynnika for more informaƟon; 

we will coach you on pronunciaƟon, edit out 

any sneezes (�), credit you in the book, and 

provide a small honorarium for your Ɵme and 

effort. We can arrange to record audio at Table 

Bluff, at the Da Gou Rou Louwi’ Cultural Center 

in Eureka, or wherever you prefer. 

Finally, please check out the project’s Padlet 

page at hƩps://padlet.com/

lynnika/6u11w4hhim8ixŌt. We will be posƟng 

updated draŌs of conversaƟons there, and you 

can comment and make requests as well.  

Included with this arƟcle is a draŌ conversaƟon 

with simple greeƟngs in Soulatluk. Please let us 

know what you think, and if there are any 

words/phrases we should add or change. 

Bou’m goura’w! (That’s all) 

Soulatuk Hougougou’ wurruwisugu’l “brining the Wiyot 
language back to life” SubmiƩed By: Lynnika Butler  



Cultural Department 
 

The Cultural department ConƟnues to work with our local Tribal THPOS, Local ciƟes, Federal and 
County Governments on consultaƟon projects, SecƟon 106, NaƟve Americans: California Environ-
mental Quality Act (AB52), California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and Ɵmber harvest plans 
(THP). This department has also been sending our tribal monitors on projects in Wiyot Ancestorial 
Territory. During July, this department received and commented on thirty projects. We also had three 
tribal monitoring projects going on in July. We are also focusing on the removal of the PoƩer valley 
Dam project. Our Eel (Wiy`ot) river needs to have its water restored to come back to health for our 
salmon and eels.  
The Department is also assisƟng agencies with TradiƟonal Land Acknowledgement language when 
they bring it to us for review before they post. We very are excited that communiƟes in Wiyot ances-
torial territory are recognizing that they live and work on Wiyot land. There is so much happening in 
Wiyot territory.  
It is also with great news that we announce the return of our ancestors from the Berkeley Hearst 
Museum have come home to rest. These ancestors were a part of the US Army Corp of Engineers col-
lecƟon. But with the help of the Army Corp., Hearst, and our team we were able to make this transi-
Ɵon of them coming a joyful reunion. This is only the beginning of this department we will make sure 
that all our ancestor will be returned home from all museums.  
November 2021 Press Release: 
                                                                 
USACE San Francisco District to repatriate human remains to the 
Wiyot Tribe 
SAN FRANCISCO – The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers San Francisco District is cur-
rently working with the Wiyot Tribe of Loleta, Calif., to repatriate 20 human remains and 136 associ-
ated cultural items back to the Tribe.  
The CA-HUM-112 collecƟon currently resides in the Phoebe A. Hearst Museum of Anthropology - at 
the University of California, Berkeley. The remains and associated items were likely uncovered during 
construcƟon acƟviƟes related to the Humboldt Bay Jeƫes, which were built by the Corps in 1946. A 
USACE cultural affiliaƟon study conducted by Strategic Research, Inc., found the Wiyot people to be 
the likely lineal descendants based on ethnographic, linguisƟc, osteological, and archaeological data. 
USACE consulted with numerous tribes concerning the collecƟon starƟng in September 2007. Infor-
maƟon supplied by the Wiyot Tribe and other federally recognized tribes with Wiyot composiƟon 
supported the cultural affiliaƟon study’s finding that the human remains belonged to the Wiyot 
Tribe, who then requested the return of the remains and associated funerary items. The district 
agreed, and pursuant to the NaƟve American Graves ProtecƟon and RepatriaƟon Act (Act), the Corps 
is in the process of repatriaƟng the individuals to the Tribe. The 1990 Act is a federal law enacted to 
ensure the return of NaƟve American human remains, funerary objects, sacred objects, and objects 
of cultural patrimony to lineal descendants, Indian Tribes, and NaƟve Hawaiian organizaƟons. 
 

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 
SubmiƩed By Ted Hernandez  



Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 
SubmiƩed By Ted Hernandez  

Tsek Houdaqh Youth Program 
Tsek Houdaqh has fun acƟviƟes schedule for the month of December. The acƟvity schedule 
will be in this month’s newsleƩer. We will be open for Christmas Break Monday the 20th 
through Monday January 3rd from 8am to 5pm. We will be closing at 12pm on December 24th 
and closed on December 27th for Christmas.  
JOM  
Margaret Card is our JOM tutor she will be working with the children with their schoolwork 
during the tutoring hour. If your child needs more tutoring, please contact Margaret Card at 
mcard@wiyot.us to schedule more Ɵme with your child. We also have brought a math tutor 
Mr. Philip Farmer to help our children with their math. Mr. Farmer has 30 years’ experience in 
the math field as a tutor and teacher. Mr. Farmer is going to be volunteering his Ɵme to help 
our children with their math here at Tsek Houdaqh. In the future we are hoping to get Mr. 
Farmer out to the new Cultural Center to help with the children that cannot make it out to 
Tsek Houdaqh. We will keep everyone posted in the newsleƩer or flyers. Also, for the younger 
children we have purchase online acƟviƟes with ABC Mouse where the children can go online 
and do acƟviƟes. You can always contact Margaret by email  mcard@wiyot.us or by phone 
(707)733-5055.  

Ted Hernandez, Cultural Director/Tribal Historic PreservaƟon Office for the Wiyot Tribe, said, “We 
have been working to return the remains of our relaƟons for years. We are thankful to finally be 
able to welcome them home soon.”  
The Wiyot ancestral territory encompasses the area from LiƩle River to the north, Bear River Ridge 

to the south, and from the Pacific Coast to Berry Summit in the northeast and Chalk Mountain in 

the southeast. The Tribe’s current land holdings include 88 acres located on the south end of Hum-

boldt Bay, five miles from the town of Loleta, which is where their government seat is located 

Our culture is a living spirit that must con nue to thrive. Our culture is essen al to our community; it is a living 

spirit that must con nue to thrive. We must con nue to teach our youth the tradi onal ways and learn the sto-

ries from our elders. An example of one of our stories as told by the elders and an important one is "That the 

Wiyot People have never given up our rights to fishing, hunƟng, gathering, and pracƟcing our ceremonies in 

our ancestral territory. We have been pracƟcing these since Ɵme and memorial That we should always know 

this and never let any government official tell us that we did." 



          
 

December 2021  
 

  

 

 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday  

 28 29 30 1 2 3 4  
    Make christmas 

wreaths 
Picture frames Cookie dough 

in a jar 
  

 5 6 7 8 9 10 11  
   Make Christmas 

gifts 
Wiyot Language 
Christmas cards 

Decorate Christ-
mas tree 

Make Santa's 
with cups 

Make snow-
flakes 

   

 12 13 14 15 16 17 18  
  Make hot cocoa 

bombs 
Language card 
games 

Make Christmas 
ornaments 

Drive thru San-
ta 4pm-6pm 

Make candles   

 19 20 21 22 23 24 25  
   Make gifts for 

Elders 
Walk to Com-
munity garden 
(Weather per-
mitting) 

Language scav-
enger hunt 

Deliver gifts to 
Elders 

Club closes 
12pm Christ-
mas Eve  

   

 26 27 28 29 30 31 1  
  Club closed 

Christmas ob-
served  

Fly kites Beading with 
Margaret 

Movie day and 
popcorn 

New Years reso-
lution positive 
changes 

  

 2 3 Notes  
     Tsek Houdaqh Holiday hours will be as follows December 1st-17th 12pm-6pm and for 

Christmas break  Tsek Houdaqh hours are from 8am-5pm the youth center will be closed  
Monday December 27th 

 

SubmiƩed By: Hazel Garcia 

Tsek Houdaqh ‘where the children are’  



Tsek Houdaqh ‘where the children are’  
SubmiƩed By: Hazel Garcia 



SubmiƩed By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

November 08, 2021 
Council present: Ted Hernandez, Brian Mead, Marnie Atkins, Vanessa Rios, Hazel 
Garcia and Aaron Stephenson  
Staff Present: Michelle Vassel, Fawn Lopez, Adam Canter, Ted Hernandez and Robert 
Pitts Jr.  
The agenda was approved  
The consent calendar was approved  
Va Rou'nirilh (Guest Speaker):  Zachary Erickson, David Cobb, Dave Feral & Michelle 
Hernandez  
Rou Da'louy- Public Forum– Joshua Fowler 
  Council approved Fiscal Year 2017 funding U.S. Department of JusƟce, Office on Violence 

Against Women Grant Award #2017-TW-AX-0032-00 and adopt budget. 
 Council approved Fiscal Year 2020 funding Family Violence PrevenƟon and Services/DomesƟc 

Violence Shelter and SupporƟve Services #20QQCAFVPS (CFDA 93.671) and adopt budget. 
  Council approved Fiscal Year 2021 funding Family Violence PrevenƟon and Services/DomesƟc 

Violence Shelter and SupporƟve Services (CFDA 93.671) Grant Award #21QQCAFVC6 (3 dis-
bursements) and adopt budget. 

 Council approved Fiscal Year 2021 funding Family Violence PrevenƟon and Services/DomesƟc 
Violence Shelter and SupporƟve Services (CFDA 93.671) Grant Award #22QQCAFSC6 and 
adopt budget. 

 Council approved Fiscal Year 2021 funding Family Violence PrevenƟon and Services/DomesƟc 
Violence Shelter and SupporƟve Services (CFDA 93.671) Grant Award #22QQCAFTC6 and 
adopt budget  

 Council approved Support for Friends of the Dunes grant applicaƟon for Wiyot Tribe funding to 
support educaƟon, outreach, and advocacy for Wigi NaƟonal Monument through the Western 
ConservaƟon FoundaƟon.  

 Council approved First NaƟons Development InsƟtute NaƟve Youth and Culture Fund Grant 
and adopt budget.   

 Council approved award 22QQCACCDF and adopt budget. 
 Council approved resoluƟon 21-24 California Natural Resources Agency Youth Community Ac-

cess Program Grant . 
 Council approved appointment of Northern California Indian Development Council delegate 

Aaron Stephenson and alternate Marnie Atkins. 
 Council approved Co-Sponsor conference “Decolonize Economics: CreaƟng a Solidarity Econo-

my.”   
 Council approved Batawa’t film Project  
 Council approved homeowner at 195 Wiyot Dr.  has 2 days (Wednesday November 10, 2021) 

to remove Jason Sherman who is in violaƟon of an exclusion order. If Jason Sherman does not 
leave the residence the Tribal Administrator is directed to move forward with the next steps to 
rescind the land assignment of 195 Wiyot Dr.  



December 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 
Enrollment Mtg 

Via Zoom/

Telephone 

7 8 9 10 11 
Loleta Christmas 

CraŌ fair  

9am-4pm 

12 
Loleta Christmas 

CraŌ fair  

9am-4pm 

13 
BCM MeeƟng @ 

4pm 

14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 
Winter begins 

22 23 24 
Tribal Office 

Closes @ 12pm 

Christmas Eve 

25 
Merry  

Christmas  

26 27 
Tribal Office  

closed in ob-

servance  

Christmas 

28 29 30 31  

*Due to the COVID-19 Global Pandemic, Wiyot Tribal Council meeƟng scheduled for 

12/13/2021 will be held by Tele/video conference or both.  To submit public comments for 

this meeƟng prior to meeƟng, please email comments to councilsupport@wiyot.us by 12pm 

Monday 12/13/2021. All public comments received by 12pm will be read into the record 

during the regular meeƟng, also to receive a link for the meeƟng please request the link be-

fore 12pm  12/13/2021. Public comments received aŌer 12pm will not be read into the rec-

ord but will be included in the official minutes.  

Enrollment Commi ee:       Upcoming mee ngs 

December 6 , 2021 

SubmiƩed By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
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Wood for sale 
 

Tan oak seasoned  
$300.00 Tribal 

members 
$400.00 non-

Tribal members  
Tribal Elders receive One 

cord free for the year!  
For more information please 
contact Aaron at the Tribal 

Office 707-733-5055. 

Did you move and forget to change your address? You can fax 

707‐733‐5601 or email  addresschange@wiyot.us  This will help 

in geƫng your mail to you in a Ɵmely manner, if your address is‐

n't up to date then this will slow your RSTF, 

newsleƩer and other important Tribal mail in 

geƫng to you. Please note there is a $25.00 

charge for a stop payment for RSTF checks, our 

policy has always been Tribal members need 

to wait 90 days from the date the checks were mailed out to reis‐

sue another RSTF check. It is very important to keep an updated 

address on file, you can call the Tribal Office to check your ad‐

dress 707‐733‐5055 or 800‐388‐7633 

SubmiƩed By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

Table Bluff Reservation:  
Winter Lighted Holiday Home Display 

Table Bluff Resi-

dents Old and 

New ReservaƟon 

Residents 

Win $100!  

To ParƟcipate decorate your home with Lights! 

Lights will be judged December 15, 2021 

by the gracious event donor! 

Winner will be noƟfied, and posted at the Trib-

al office and in the January newsleƩer. 
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Wiyot Tribal Council 
Ted Hernandez …...Tribal Chairman (2020-2024) 
Brian Mead…...Vice Chairman (2018-2022) 
Marnie Atkins…...Secretary (2021-2025) 
Linda Lange…...Treasurer (2019-2023) 
Vanessa Rios…...Council Member ( 2021-2025) 
Hazel Garcia…...Council Member (2019-2023) 
Aaron Stephenson …...Council Member (2020-2024) 

Da Rou Gawok “Everyone working Together”                                                         
Michelle Vassel…...Tribal Administrator   

      Fawn Lopez...Executive Assistant  to TA/Council Clerk                                                                        
Lisa Stephenson…...Enrollment Clerk 
Vanessa Rios…………..Receptionist  

Heather Blevins…….Emergency Operator   
 Aaron Stephenson...Maintenance  Technician  

Sebastian Rios Moreno…...Grounds Maintenance Assistant  
 

Gou’will da lalouluwuk “Taking care of People” 
Robert Pitts Jr……..Health & Human Service Director                                                                                  

Alicia Morgan..Laqilh Haluni Assistant 
Gary Markussen Sr.…….…...ICWA  Advocate 

Peggy Orcutt……….Social Work Advocate                                                                           
Dr. Rita Wafler…...Licensed MFT 

Jennifer  Boak…….Counseling Mental Heath Intern 
 

Hiwechk “Money” 
Farzad Forouhar …..Fiscal Technician 
Jack Kennard………..Fiscal Technician  

 
Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 

 Ted Hernandez…...Cultural Director 
Hazel Garcia…...Cultural Assistant 

Dr. Lynnika Butler ………….Linguist 
Vacant…...Language Specialist 

Marnie Atkins…...Cultural Museum Manager 
 

Tsek Houdaqh “Where the Children are” 
Hazel Garcia ……..Youth Program Manager 

Margaret Card……..Johnson O’Malley Coordinator 
Grant Bryant…...Youth Program Assistant 

 
 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We belong to the Wilderness” 
Adam Canter…...Natural Resources Director 
Vacant….…….Natural Resources Assistant  
Bri Philips…...Natural Resources Technician 

Hilanea Wilkinson...Natural Resources Technician  
George Buckley……....Water Operator 

 

1000 Wiyot Drive 

Loleta, California 95551 

 

Phone: 

707.733.5055/800.388.7633 

Fax: 707.733.5601 

SubmiƩed By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 



Change of Address Request Form 
This is to confirm that my new mailing address is as follows:   

 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ______________________________  City:  ______________________  State:  _____ Zip:________ 

 

Email:  ______________________________   Telephone:  (          )  ____________________________ 

 

Previous Names Used:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Children who will be effected (legal name and Date of Birth:   

 

____________________________     _____________________________  ______________________________ 

 

 

____________________________     _____________________________   ______________________________ 

 

 

Signature:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wiyot Tribe 

1000 Wiyot Dr 

Loleta, CA 95551 


