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The Da’luk    
Announcing the candidate for the 2022 Election as follows; 

Vice-Chair 2022-2026 
• Brian Mead  

Annual Meeting 

April 2nd, 2022   

Polls will be open to vote from 10 am to 1 pm 

1000 Wiyot Dr., Loleta, CA 95551 

Due to the Global Pandemic of the Norovirus COVID-19 the Annual meeting will be modified and 

will meet the mitigation of the Wiyot Tribe. If you are unable to attend the Wiyot Tribal Election 

scheduled for April 2nd, 2022, you can vote by absentee ballot. In order to receive an Absentee 

Ballot a form requesting the absentee ballot must be RECEIVED in the Tribal Office not fewer than 

14 days before the election (March 19, 2022).  Please do not wait until the deadline to submit the 

request, get your request in early so there is enough time for you to receive the ballot by mail and 

return it by Election Day.   If you voted by absentee ballot last time and submitted a permanent Ab-

sentee Ballot your absentee ballot will automatically be mailed.  If you are unsure if you requested 

a permanent Absentee Ballot you can contact the office at (707) 733-5055 to verify you are on the 

permanent Absentee Ballot list.   
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1/14/2022 

Greetings Tribal Members, 

My Name is Brian Mead and I’m running for the Vice Chairman seat. I have served on Tribal Council for the 

last 17 years. During the time that I have served on Council, I have sat on the Parent Committee, Economic 

Development and made sure Men’s Camp kept running smooth and making sure Elders were taken care of. I 

have volunteered for many events and holiday parties and always willing to lend a helping hand. I have trav-

eled to Washington DC and lobbied my voice for our people on Tribal issues and made sure that I represented 

my people to the fullest.  As COVID has been a global pandemic since 2019 I have ensured that our Elders have 

been taken care of as resources have been scarce, when I’m out hunting or fishing, I continue to make sure 

our Elders receive a portion of what I’m hunting or fishing for.  

I grew up on the old Reservation and went to the local schools and I have lived here my entire life. I have 4 

children that are very involved with all the actives within the Tribe. During the time that I have served I have 

seen and made sure that the culture aspect has been followed through especially with the children.  I have 

recently seen our Tribe divided and we need to come together as a whole, we need to find a common ground 

a move forward in a positive way so we can accomplish as much as we can. I’m hoping to be that common de-

nominator in coming together. I feel like we have had many setbacks in recent years but currently making 

great strides within our Tribe, our audits are current which is a huge accomplishment from recent years, we 

have our new Cultural building to serve Tribal Citizens that live off the Reservation and neighboring Communi-

ty members as our Tribe begins to grow Culturally.  I’m hoping Tribal Citizens will empower each other and 

help us make more great strides to move to a better tomorrow.  

As Vice Chair I will continue to fight for our Culture and to make sure Tribal programs are followed through 

and lastly to encourage our Tribal Citi-

zens to be more involved in a good 

way.  

Thank you for your support. 

  

Sincerely, 

Brian Mead 

 
                          Ineligible candidate Madison Flynn  

Ms. Flynn, who has been removed by lawful Council action. 
Section 2 principally addresses the authority of the General 
Council to declare vacancies on the Tribal Council, the author-
ity to impose a three-year ban is not limited to the General 
Council. Rather, the three- year ban applies to any Council 
member who has been removed under any lawful process, 
not just by action of the General Council.  The Tribal Council 
had discretion to choose the three-year ban set forth in the 
Constitution. Resolution 19-12  Imposition of Sanctions 
Against Tribal Council Member for Violations of Wiyot Tribal 
Council Code of Conduct is a lawful exercise of the Council 
sovereign authority.  The legal effect of the Resolution is that 
Madison Flynn is barred from holding elective office.  As a re-
sult, Ms. Flynn may not stand for election in the April 2, 2022 
election.  

Announcing the Candidate  for the 2022 Election April 2, 2022 

Vice Chairperson 2022-2026 
• Brian Mead 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
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Submitted By: Adam Canter  

The following is open to harvest under California Department of Fish and Wildlife regulations 

with a valid fishing license (unless you are under 16 years old).  

 Saltwater (pak) 

Ocean (shou’r) and Humbodlt Bay (wigi)- Clam* (holulhi), crab* (tgibus), mussel* (tshod), 

surfperch, surf fish (hout), rockfish (shore-based until May 1), and lingcod (shore-based 

until May 1). 

Rivers (lalilh) 

Eel River (Wiya’t) and Mad River (Baduwa’t) – Steelhead (steelhead report card required, 

only barbless hooks allowed, only hatchery origin), pikeminnow, and lamprey (gou’daw). 

Wiyot Natural Resources Department “Field Trip” 

The Wiyot Natural Resources Department is hosting a clam dig on February 27th at 3:00 pm at 

King Salmon (in the Gills By The Bay parking lot). A CDFW fishing license, rubber boots, buckets, 

and shovels are recommended.  

Please contact wmatsubu@wiyot.us for more details about the clam dig or if you have any other 
questions/suggestions. 
More details regarding fishing regulations, including daily limits and gear restrictions, can be 

found at https://wildlife.ca.gov/regulations. Wiyot Tribal members can get the cost of a fishing 

license reimbursed if a copy of the license is sent to Wiyot Tribe, 1000 Wiyot Drive, Loleta, Cali-

fornia 95551. 

*Prior to consumption of shellfish, please call the California Department of Public Health’s Shell-

fish Information Hotline at (800) 553-4133 to avoid shellfish poisoning and quarantines. 
 

 

Figure 1 Hilanea Wilkinson (Natural Resources Technician) fishing for invasive Pikeminnow on the Wiya’t (Eel River) as part of the Wiyot Natural Re-
sources Department’s Pikeminnow Suppression Methods Project.  

Local fishing opportunities  

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 

mailto:wmatsubu@wiyot.us


Submitted By: Adam Canter  

As the Wiyot Natural Resources 

Department (WNRD) embarks 

into 2022, we continue our 

work to represent Wiyot citi-

zens and steward and protect 

the shared relations we have 

with the plants, animals, and 

world around us.  From as far 

as one can see off of Table Bluff 

out into the mighty Shou’r 

(Pacific Ocean) to the some-

times tranquil waters of the 

Wigi, the moss covered dap 

(Sitka spruce) and vou’gul 

(huckleberries) of the dunes up 

to the windswept prairies of 

Tsakiyuwit and hulhi (clam) 

beds of Tuluwat we are blessed 

with the abundance that our 

homeland provides.  We recog-

nize that it is through our reci-

procity with nature and one an-

other that we can ensure our 

plant and animal friends and 

sacred lands and waters will 

heal from exploitation and con-

tinue to provide for seven gen-

erations and further into the 

future.  The places, critters, and 

sites of Wiyot country are the 

Tribe’s Cultural Landscape, 

which frames the stories and 

world view that bring life 

meaning and inform the tradi-

tional ecological knowledge 

(TEK) that is so important to 

stewardship.  While Western 

science takes a reductionist 

view or reality, indigenous TEK 

tells us that everything is con-

nected, from the oceans to the 

mountains, and that holistic 

thinking is needed during our 

current times of the climate cri-

sis that is coupled with historic 

loss of the planets biodiversity. 

Native Americans have contrib-

uted so much to the biodiversi-

ty of California through cultural 

burning, gathering ethics, and 

TEK, but are also the group that 

will be most effected by the im-

pacts from climate change and 

sea level rise (SLR).   

As part of the WNRD’s work to 

help the Tribe plan and adapt 

to climate change and SLR we 

are in the very beginning phas-

es of assisting the Feds and 

State by developing our own 

Wiyot Tribal Cultural Landscape 

Assessment (TCLA), which con-

sists of a massive geographic 

information system (GIS) data 

collection effort of all culturally 

relevant places and resources 

within ancestral territory, but 

also offshore 21 miles and fur-

ther into the proposed offshore 

wind Humboldt Wind Energy 

Area (WEA).  With future fund-

ing from the Bureau of Ocean 

Energy Management (BOEM) 

and the California Energy Com-

mission (CEC) we will be able to 

compile significant GIS data to 

help inform the project and re-

duce potential negative impacts 

from the project.  We are excit-

ed for the Tribe to play a major 

role in assuring the project is 

environmentally sound and 

hope to also participate in off-

shore biological monitoring in 

and around the call area.  

Please stay tuned and check on 

the BOEM Humboldt WEA 

webpage for more info. 

 https://www.boem.gov/

renewable-energy/state-

activities/humboldt-wind-

energy-area#:~:text=The%

20boundary%20of%20the%

20Humboldt,square%20miles%

20(132%2C369%20acres). 

In related work we continue to 

collect information and data for 

the Wiyot Climate Change Ad-

aptation Plan and always wel-

come any Tribal citizens that 

would like to volunteer for an 

interview about the subject and 

projected SLR impacts to Wiyot 

ancestral territory.  

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
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All things share the same breath, the beast, the tree, the man, the air shares 

its spirit with all the life it supports-Chief Seattle 

Hiksha'ri (Elk River) spit during January 2022 King Tide, with waves overtak-
ing a unique freshwater wetland encircled by a majestic wax myrtle (Morrela 
californica) grove, possibly one of our first and more signicant pieces of 
shoreline to be impacted by sea level rise.  Reach out to the WNRD if you 
would like to visit this site before it is gone.  Photo credit and many thanks 
go out to our top SLR consultant and Humboldt’s Mr. SLR, Aldaron Laird 

The King Tides, which are the highest tides of the year, provide an excellent opportunity 

to see how even minimal increase in sea level can have major impacts (see photo below).   

We hope to use Tribal input and the GIS data we compile to best prepare the Tribe to ad-

dress and adapt to the issues now, as these threats no longer lie on some unforeseen 

horizon, but have arrived at our front door (see photo below).  If you would like to partic-

ipate more in work the WNRD is doing or know a Wiyot youth that will be looking for an 

outside and natural resources focused job this summer its not too early to spark their in-

terest or send them our way!  Also tune in to the next WNRD Community Advisory Com-

mittee (CAC) on Tuesday February 8, 2022 from 5:30p.m. to 7p.m.  to learn more about 

our current work and provide input!  The link will be posted on the Tribes website and 

WNRD Facebook, Pray for more Rain!  Rra’dutwas  adam@wiyot.us  707-733-5055 x 105 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
Submitted By: Adam Canter  

mailto:adam@wiyot.us


Water usage from 2019-2021 has increased 

almost 14%. The total usage in 2019 was 

1,804,300gal, 2020 was 1,821,400 gal and 

2021 was 2,097,500 gal.  

Even though we have had an increase in rain 

the last couple months, we are still in a 

drought. Please be mindful of your water us-

age. 

We had the septic system pumped Jan 21st. 

We want to remind everyone to please re-

frain from flushing any foreign objects down 

the toilet. (“Flushable” wipes are not septic 

safe)  

 Thank you! 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
Submitted By Bill Matsubu 



The Wiyot Natural Resources Department (WNRD) is working with 

Tenera Environmental and the Humboldt Bay Harbor District to as-

sess the impact of water extraction from the Wigi (Humboldt Bay) in 

anticipation of expanding industries in the area. Many industries, in-

cluding aquaculture, depend on the operation of seawater intakes 

which pump water out of the Wigi. Although these intakes are de-

signed and operated to minimize effects on marine life, the WNRD is 

actively involved to ensure culturally important species are not negatively affected 

by the operation of the seawater intakes. In addition to gaining a better under-

standing of the distribution and composition of small fishes and invertebrates 

throughout the Wigi, this monitoring will provide crucial estimates for how many 

fishes and invertebrates will be sucked up into proposed seawater intakes. 

The WNRD is evaluating the potential impacts by conducting water quality moni-

toring and ichthyoplankton sampling twice a month (once during the day and once 

during the night) for a year at eight locations throughout the Wigi. The type of ich-

thyoplankton sampling we are conducting involves dragging two fine mesh nets 

(<1/64 of an inch), also known as a bongo net, through the water column. Each 

individual deployment of the bongo net filters over 21,000 gallons of seawater to 

capture the small invertebrates and fish susceptible to being sucked up by sea-

water intakes. Immediately after completing each tow, the catch is processed for 

larger identifiable species to measure and release. The rest of the catch is then 

preserved and identified under microscope or by DNA analysis at a Tenera labora-

tory in San Luis Obispo.  

The WNRD is looking forward to future monitoring of the Wigi to ensure that ex-

panding industry has minimal impacts to sensitive animals. Our first sampling 

event occurred on 1/11/22 and the samples are currently be-

ing processed at the Tenera laboratory. Easily identifiable 

catches from the first sampling event included Crangon 

shrimp, Dungeness crab, and Top smelt. The next sampling 

event is predicted to occur mid-February and will continue to 

occur monthly thereafter. The WNRD plans to keep the Tribe 

up to date with the progress of this important project.  Please 

reach out to the WNRD if you want to learn more about the 

project.   

Wigi Ichthyoplankton Sampling 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 

Figure 1 Hilanea Wilkinson (Wiyot Natural Resources 
Technician), Adam Canter (Wiyot Natural Resources 
Director), and Gery Cox (Tenera Environmental Project 
Scientist) evaluating an ichthyoplankton sample col-
lected near Tuluwat Island (background). 

Figure 2 Adam Canter 

(Wiyot Natural Resources 

Director) is retrieving the 

ichthyoplankton net near 

Woodley Island.  

Submitted By Bill Matsubu 



Submitted By: Ted Hernandez  

The Cultural department Continues to work with our local Tribal THPOS, Local cities, Federal 
and County Governments on consultation projects, Section 106, Native Americans: California 
Environmental Quality Act (AB52), California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and timber 
harvest plans (THP). This department has also been sending our tribal monitors on projects in 
Wiyot Ancestorial Territory. During July, this department received and commented on thirty 
projects. We also had three tribal monitoring projects going on in July. We are also focusing on 
the removal of the Potter valley Dam project. Our Eel (Wiy`ot) river needs to have its water re-
stored to come back to health for our salmon and eels.  
 
The Department is also assisting agencies with Traditional Land Acknowledgement language 
when they bring it to us for review before they post. We very are excited that communities in 
Wiyot ancestorial territory are recognizing that they live and work on Wiyot land. There is so 
much happening in Wiyot territory.  

 
Our department started repatriating three Basket Caps from the University of Missouri Muse-
um. The three Caps have been placed in the National Register to see if anyone claims them. 
We are pleased to announce that these caps have not been claimed during the 30-day notice 
in the National Register. We will be starting the repatriation processes with the University of 
Missouri Museum to bring them home.  
 
We are still working with the Hearst Museum and the Brooklyn Museum on other sacred items 
that need to come home. The artifacts are transferred over to the tribe. We are just planning 
when to transport them home for safe travels.  
The Cultural Department is happy to say that our ancestors and sacred items are coming home 
one day at a time. We are looking forward to our sacred things being home one day. 
 
We are excited to say that we received funding to build our traditional dance house at one of 
our three known village sites. We were awarded these funds through Seventh Generations 
Fund. We look forward to seeing this dance house come to life. As well as the dance house we 
will be starting on our traditional dugout project with the Blue Ox Mill. These are just of the 
Cultural projects that we will be doing.  
 
We are continuously working with Local, state, and federal governments on projects in Wiyot 
Ancestorial Territory.  

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 



Submitted By: Lynnika Butler  

Ha’wa’lou everyone! 

Soulatuk Hougougou’ wurruwisugu’l “brining the Wiyot 

language back to life” 



Submitted By: Lynnika Butler  

Soulatuk Hougougou’ wurruwisugu’l “brining the Wiyot 

language back to life” 



Soulatuk Hougougou’ wurruwisugu’l “brining the Wiyot 

language back to life” Submitted By: Lynnika Butler  



During the months of November and December, 
we were unpacking and setting up the Cultural 
Center. It looks wonderful! I cannot wait to wel-
come tribal members into the space. Currently, 
we are not open to the public, but we are open 
to tribal members by appointment only. Please 
contact Marnie Atkins at matkins@wiyot.us or 
(707) 798-1949 to schedule a time to visit. Covid 
protocols are expected to be followed by all visi-
tors, so please wear a mask and social distance 
as best you can. 
 
As with daily life these past two years of the pan-
demic, our expected opening dates have been 
pushed back multiple times due to Covid and 
construction hurdles. We continue to work 
through each challenge as they arise and have 
every hope to hold a larger grand opening in the 
spring. 
 
If you would like to be part of the grand opening, 
please contact Marnie to discuss how you would 
like to be involved. And watch the Tribe’s News-
letter and website for more information. 
 
The Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center is our 
space to come together to build community, 
learn from each other, speak Soulatluk, and per-
petuate our cultural practices while learning 
from our shared history - no matter where we 
live. Virtual programming will be an ongoing fea-
ture of the Cultural Center so that people who 
live near and far will have the opportunity to 
learn and interact with other Wiyot people. 
 

Da gou rou louwi' “the ongoing return of 
all” (lit. ‘continuous again all the returning’) 

 
When naming our new Cultural Center, Da gou 
rou louwi' Cultural Center, we wanted a name 
that described that this place would house the 
ongoing return of all thoughts, things, ideas, and 
initiatives that are important to Wiyot people. 
This includes sacred and ceremonial practices, 
Soulatluk (the Wiyot language), lifeways, cultural 
traditions, traditional forms of community build-
ing, healthy land, water, air, plants, and animals, 
the return of our Ancestors from museums so 
they can be laid to rest, a voice in our collective 
history, and a stronger, more cohesive Wiyot 
Community. Da gou rou louwi' encompasses 
these ideas and goals. 
 
If you have questions about our Cultural Center 
or would like more information beyond what I 
provide in our Newsletter, please do not hesitate 
to reach out to me at matkins@wiyot.us or (707) 
798-1949. 
 

>>> New Contact Information for the Da gou 
rou louwi' Cultural Center <<< 

Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center 
417 Second Street, Suite 101 
Eureka, California 95501 
Phone: (707) 798-1949 

Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center 

Submitted By: Marnie Atkins  



Do you know how to weave (medallions, baskets, fishing nets, etc.)? Make eel hooks? Do you know 

how to gather plants for weaving, food, and/or medicines? Are you a storyteller that would like to 

mentor others in storytelling? Maybe you know some of the history of the Wiyot People and Tribe 

and want to share it with others? Are you a song maker and would like to mentor other song mak-

ers? Have you made regalia, dresses, and other ceremonial and/or dance items and would you like 

to teach others? Maybe you are an inspired jewelry maker and want to teach others? 

 

If you answered “hi'” (yes) to any of these questions, the Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center needs 

you and your expertise! We are looking for teachers and mentors who have traditional cultural 

knowledge and/or traditional ecological knowledge to share with others. All levels of experience 

and ages will be taught through small workshops. Some workshops will be more intensive than 

others and may include a series of workshops to better convey the knowledge you wish to share. In 

some cases, we will offer honorariums for your gift of knowledge. 

 

Questions or want more information? Please contact Marnie at matkins@wiyot.us or at (707) 733-

5055. Hou' and I look forward to hearing from you! 

The Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center Staff want to hear from you! 

Please take a few minutes to fill out the Take the Da 

gou rou louwi' Cultural Center Survey. We want to 

hear your thoughts about the Cultural Center and 

how you want to see the space utilized.  

 

Survey link here: https://forms.gle/

vMfAjBeU8pQTERFP6 

Here is a QR Code to the survey:  

Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center 
Submitted By: Marnie Atkins  

mailto:matkins@wiyot.us
https://forms.gle/vMfAjBeU8pQTERFP6
https://forms.gle/vMfAjBeU8pQTERFP6












Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

Council present: Ted Hernandez, Marnie Atkins, Vanessa Rios, Hazel Garcia and 

Aaron Stephenson  

Staff Present: Michelle Vassel, Fawn Lopez, Adam Canter, Ted Hernandez  

•    The agenda was approved  

•    The consent calendar was approved  

•     Va Rou’nirilh-Guest Speaker Cal Trout Unlimited on Eel River Dam Removal/

Potter Valley Project and Elk River 

•      Council approved  to accept Spencer Lange as Tribal Citizen 

•   Council approved Del Arte Rick Bartow Project and adopt budget 
•   Council approved 2022 Business License  Oceanside Jams, Lopez Landscaping, 

Clean Break & Sugarbush Hill Productions  
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Did you 

move 

and forget to change your 

address? You can fax 707-

733-5601 or email  ad-

dresschange@wiyot.us  

This will help in getting 

your mail to you in a time-

ly manner, if your address 

isn't up to date then this 

will slow your RSTF, news-

letter and other important 

Tribal mail in getting to 

you. Please note there is a 

$25.00 charge for a stop 

payment for RSTF checks, 

our policy has always been 

Tribal members need to 

wait 90 days from the date 

the checks were mailed 

out to reissue another 

RSTF check. It is very im-

portant to keep an updat-

ed address on file, you can 

call the Tribal Office to 

check your address 707-

733-5055 80388-7633 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
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Wiyot Tribal Council 
Ted Hernandez …...Tribal Chairman (2020-2024) 

Brian Mead…...Vice Chairman (2018-2022) 

Marnie Atkins…...Secretary (2021-2025) 

rrawuraghu’miyuk Linda Lange…...Treasurer (2019-2023) 

Vanessa Rios…...Council Member ( 2021-2025) 

Hazel Garcia…...Council Member (2019-2023) 

Aaron Stephenson …...Council Member (2020-2024) 

Da Rou Gawok “Everyone working Together”                                                         
Michelle Vassel…...Tribal Administrator   

      Fawn Lopez...Executive Assistant  to TA/Council Clerk                                                                        

Lisa Stephenson…...Enrollment Clerk 

Vanessa Rios…………..Receptionist  

Heather Blevins…….Emergency Operator   

 Aaron Stephenson...Maintenance  Technician  

Sebastian Rios Moreno…...Grounds Maintenance Assistant  

 

Gou’will da lalouluwuk “Taking care of People” 
Robert Pitts Jr……..Health & Human Service Director                                                                                  

Alicia Morgan..Laqilh Haluni Assistant 

Gary Markussen Sr.…….…...ICWA  Advocate 

James Paguia…...Transportation Driver 

Peggy Orcutt……….Social Work Advocate                                                                           

Dr. Rita Wafler…...Licensed MFT 

Jennifer  Boak…….Counseling Mental Heath  

 

Hiwechk “Money” 
Farzad Forouhar …..Fiscal Technician 

Jack Kennard………..Fiscal Technician  

 

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 
 Ted Hernandez…...Cultural Director 

Hazel Garcia…...Cultural Assistant 

Dr. Lynnika Butler ………….Linguist 

Vacant…...Language Specialist 

Marnie Atkins…...Cultural Museum Manager 

 

Tsek Houdaqh “Where the Children are” 
Margaret Card……..Johnson O’Malley Coordinator 

Grant Bryant…...Youth Program Assistant 

Nina Lorence…...Youth Program Assistant 
 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We belong to the Wilderness” 
Adam Canter…...Natural Resources Director 

Dr. Bill Matsubu.…….Fisheries Biologist 

Bri Philips…...Natural Resources Technician 

Hilanea Wilkinson...Natural Resources Technician  

George Buckley……....Water Operator 

 

1000 Wiyot Drive 

Loleta, California 95551 

 

Phone: 

707.733.5055/800.388.7633 

Fax: 707.733.5601 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 



Change of Address Request Form 
This is to confirm that my new mailing address is as follows:   

 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ______________________________  City:  ______________________  State:  _____ Zip:________ 

 

Email:  ______________________________   Telephone:  (          )  ____________________________ 

 

Previous Names Used:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Children who will be effected (legal name and Date of Birth:   

 

____________________________     _____________________________  ______________________________ 

 

 

____________________________     _____________________________   ______________________________ 

 

 

Signature:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wiyot Tribe 

1000 Wiyot Dr 

Loleta, CA 95551 


