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The Da’luk    

Annual Meeting 

April 2nd, 2022   

Polls will be open to vote from 10 am to 1 pm 

1000 Wiyot Dr., Loleta, CA 95551 

Due to the Global Pandemic of the Norovirus COVID-19 the Annual meeting 

will be modified and will meet the mitigation of the Wiyot Tribe. If you are 

unable to attend the Wiyot Tribal Election scheduled for April 2nd, 2022, you 

can vote by absentee ballot. In order to receive an Absentee Ballot a form 

requesting the absentee ballot must be RECEIVED in the Tribal Office not 

fewer than 14 days before the election (March 19, 2022).  Please do not wait 

until the deadline to submit the request, get your request in early so there is 

enough time for you to receive the ballot by mail and return it by Election 

Day.   If you voted by absentee ballot last time and submitted a permanent 

Absentee Ballot your absentee ballot will automatically be mailed.  If you are 

unsure if you requested a permanent Absentee Ballot you can contact the 

office at (707) 733-5055 to verify you are on the permanent Absentee Ballot 

list.   
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The largest development project for decades on Wiyot historical lands is planned to be built on the Samoa 

Peninsula. Initially announced in 2019, Nordic Aquafarms wants to build a land-based fish farm which is still 

in the permitting process. In 2021, Nordic Aquafarms and Humboldt County released an Initial Study/

Mitigated Negative Declaration but then, after pressure from the WNRD and other environmental groups, 

Nordic Aquafarms announced they would go through the more arduous Environmental Impact Report pro-

cess. In December, the Draft Environmental Impact Report (DIER) was released and open for public com-

ment. Since then, WNRD staff and other environmental agencies have been reviewing this 1800-page report 

to ensure that their conclusion of “no significant environmental impacts” is justified.  

In anticipation of the public comment ending for the DIER, representatives from Nordic Aquafarms met with 

members from the Wiyot Tribe Natural Resources Department and the Tribal Administrator. Nordic Aq-

uafarms representatives included Stacy Atkins-Salazat (Community Liaison and Arcata Mayor), Marianne 

Naess (Executive Vice President), and Erik Heim (President and Founder). The Nordic Aquafarms representa-

tives answered questions and provided context for issues raised by the WNRD. For questions that they did 

not know the answers, Nordic Aquafarms representatives scheduled a follow-up meeting with Nordic Aq-

uafarms staff who were experts in those fields. The discussion was primarily about concerns for the environ-

ment and to ensure that all fish grown are treated with respect and humanely euthanized.  

The WNRD agrees that many good things will come from this project. The biggest benefit will be the clean-

up of the toxic former pulp mill property which will cost millions of dollars. In addition to cleaning up the 

pulp mill site, other mitigation is expected including removal of creosote pilings or removal of invasive 

spartina grass. Another benefit for the area is the economic stimulation with the addition of 150 full time 

employees, job training programs, and increased opportunities for supporting businesses.  

Although there are many parts of this project that the WNRD applauds, we are addressing several issues 

through the California Environmental Quality Act process. First, the WNRD would like for Nordic Aquafarms 

to use the best available data when evaluating the impacts for the outfall discharge and should seek input/

validation from local experts, including academics at Cal Poly Humboldt and local NOAA Oceanographers. 

Moreover, the WNRD also wants Nordic Aquafarms to ensure transparency regarding the conditions of the 

discharge water quality. Additionally, a primary concern is the impact of pumping 11.9 million gallons of wa-

ter from the Wigi (Humboldt Bay) to culturally important species, including the endangered longfin smelt 

(Spirinchus thaleichthys). Although the screen size (1mm) and maximum approach velocity (0.2 feet per sec-

ond) are designed to have minimal impacts, recent studies (Tenera and WNRD 2022 unpublished) indicated 

the presence of vulnerable larval longfin smelt proximate to the intakes. With entrainment and impingement 

of culturally important and endangered fishes likely unavoidable, the WNRD suggests that Nordic Aquafarms 

and the Humboldt Bay Harbor District explore other methods to minimize any negative impacts.  

The WNRD looks forward to updating the Tribe as this project moves forward. If Tribal members have con-
cerns or questions regarding this project, feel free to contact WNRD Fisheries Biologist Bill Matsubu 
wmatsubu@wiyot.us or the Nordic Aquafarm liaison Stacy Atkins-salazar satkinssalazar@gmail.com.  

Submitted By: Adam Canter  

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 

mailto:wmatsubu@wiyot.us
mailto:satkinssalazar@gmail.com
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Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
Submitted By: Adam Canter  



Happy Spring from the Natural Resource Department! During the month of February, we continued 

some exciting new projects that began at the start of the new year. One of which is a Humboldt Bay 

sampling project done under Tenera environmental, a consulting company contracted by Nordic Aq-

uafarms, to assess the potential impacts to marine organisms due to the operation of seawater in-

takes by the proposed Samoa Peninsula fish farm. These sea water intakes, that will support the aqua-

culture of the fish farm, are required to minimize the effects on marine life due to entrainment and 

impingement. Impingement occurs when larger organisms are trapped against screening systems 

commonly used at intake openings; and entrainment occurs when small planktonic organisms, includ-

ing the eggs and larvae of fish and invertebrates pass through the screens into the system. A Draft En-

vironmental Impact Report (DEIR) has been published and is currently open to public comment until 

Friday February 18th, highlighting all possible impacts imposed on Humboldt Bay and the surrounding 

areas. However, for an official Environmental Impact Report (EIR), the assessment of Humboldt Bay 

marine life impacts, including that of significant larval fish including Long Fin smelt, must be complet-

ed. The proposed study will only provide an assessment on the potential effects of entrainment, while 

Nordic has proposed intake systems that should have little to no negative effects on the marine life.  

Tenera reached out to the Tribe to be a part of this study so Wiyot may have a hand in the develop-

ment project since resources in and around Humboldt Bay are significant to the Tribe and remain in 

Tribal trust. Sampling happens once each month (2 6-hour sampling shifts in the morning and even-

ing) until mid-late summer 2022. NRD staff has completed 2 full days of sampling with representatives 

from Tenera and the Humboldt Bay Harbor District. Water samples collected from the research days 

are taken down to San Louis Obispo to be analyzed and recorded for any specimens found. The first 

initial sample day happened last month in January and the results of the fish identification has since 

been complete. The preliminary larval fish identification for the January collection had a total of 43 

longfin smelt larvae, out of the allowable 100 smelt take from the entire sample study. If the study 

shows that a large portion of eggs, larvae, fish or invertebrates are collected during water intake, then 

the environmental impact on Humboldt Bay and the marine life may be too great for the county to 

approve the project. We hope this project will shed some light on the possible impacts we may see if 

the fish farm is approved and will continue to update the community on the process and results of the 

sampling each month.  

Figure 1: NRD staff Bill Matsubu lifts bongo nets out 

of the water to collect specimens caught in the nets 

during a night sampling 

Figure 1: Hilanea Wilkinson and Adam Canter of 

the Natural Resources department are show the 

specimens collected at one of the sample points by 

Gery Cox, a biologist from Tenera Environmental 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
Submitted By: Adam Canter  



The Table Bluff Reservation now has a weather station!  
Current and previous conditions can be found at: https://www.hobolink.com/

p/97d25c0de20b16c152e82ce330f70d67 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
Submitted By: Adam Canter  



 
The Cultural department Continues to work with our local Tribal THPOS, Local cities, Federal and County Govern-
ments on consultation projects, Section 106, Native Americans: California Environmental Quality Act (AB52), Cali-
fornia Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and timber harvest plans (THP). This department has also been sending 
our tribal monitors on projects in Wiyot Ancestorial Territory. During July, this department received and com-
mented on thirty projects. We also had three tribal monitoring projects going on in July. We are also focusing on 
the removal of the Potter valley Dam project. Our Eel (Wiy`ot) river needs to have its water restored to come back 
to health for our salmon and eels.  
 
The Department is also assisting agencies with Traditional Land Acknowledgement language when they bring it to 
us for review before they post. We very are excited that communities in Wiyot ancestorial territory are recogniz-
ing that they live and work on Wiyot land. There is so much happening in Wiyot territory.  

 
Our department started repatriating three Basket Caps from the University of Missouri Museum. The three Caps 
have been placed in the National Register to see if anyone claims them. We are pleased to announce that these 
caps have not been claimed during the 30-day notice in the National Register. We will be starting the repatriation 
processes with the University of Missouri Museum to bring them home.  
 
We are still working with the Hearst Museum and the Brooklyn Museum on other sacred items that need to come 
home. The artifacts are transferred over to the tribe. We are just planning when to transport them home for safe 
travels.  
The Cultural Department is happy to say that our ancestors and sacred items are coming home one day at a time. 
We are looking forward to our sacred things being home one day. 
We are excited to say that we received funding to build our traditional dance house at one of our three known 
village sites. We were awarded these funds through Seventh Generations Fund. We look forward to seeing this 
dance house come to life. As well as the dance house we will be starting on our traditional dugout project with 
the Blue Ox Mill. These are just of the Cultural projects that we will be doing.  
 
This department is also working on the 2022 NAGPRA consultation/Documentation Grant through National Park 
service. We will be submitting for this grant on March 11, 2022. This grant is a competitive grant, if we are award-
ed this grant it going to allow us to consult with California State Parks and several universities that have sent us 
consultation letters. We are really working hard to bring home our ancestors or ceremonial items. 
We are continuously working with Local, state, and federal governments on projects in Wiyot Ancestorial Territo-
ry.  
 
Our culture is a living spirit that must continue to thrive. Our generation must carry on with the traditional ways 
and the stories from our elders and ancestors that have gone before us. 
 
The Cultural Department is in the process of getting necklaces and sashes made with that being said the cultural 
department would like to remind Parents and Or Guardians it is March and with 8th grade and High School gradu-
ations coming around the corner we would like to know who is interested in  necklace for your 8th grade graduate 
or sash for high school graduate so we can get them mailed out in the first week in April you may contact Hazel 
via email hazel@wiyot.us or phone @ 707-733-5055. 

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 
Submitted By: Ted Hernandez  

mailto:hazel@wiyot.us


   

Soulatuk Hougougou’ wurruwisugu’l “brining the Wiyot 

language back to life” Submitted By: Lynnika Butler  



Soulatuk Hougougou’ wurruwisugu’l “brining the Wiyot 

language back to life” 
Submitted By: Lynnika Butler  



Submitted By: Lynnika Butler  

Soulatuk Hougougou’ wurruwisugu’l “brining the Wiyot 

language back to life” 



Submitted By: Marnie Atkins  

Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center 
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Sign up now. The application at www.covidtests.gov is quick and easy.  

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez  

https://www.covidtests.gov/?fbclid=IwAR27E1sZlzLU3Zfd13XbH95R_kYkt-WbgP2WlxMq_eOAAp9GMmKy5OQF1Qg
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*Due to the COVID-19 Global Pandemic, Wiyot Tribal Council meeting scheduled for 3/14/2022 

will be held by Tele/video conference or both.  To submit public comments for this meeting prior 

to meeting, please email comments to councilsupport@wiyot.us by 12pm Monday 3/14/2022. 

All public comments received by 12pm will be read into the record during the regular meeting, 

also to receive a link for the meeting please request the link before 12pm  03/14/2022. Public 

comments received after 12pm will not be read into the record but will be included in the official 

minutes.  

Council present: Ted Hernandez, Marnie Atkins, Vanessa Rios, Hazel Garcia and Aaron Stephen-

son  

Staff Present: Michelle Vassel, Fawn Lopez, Ted Hernandez  and Robert Pitts Jr.  

•    The agenda was approved  

•    The consent calendar was approved  

•     Rou Da'louy-PUBLIC FORUM: Madison Flynn and Hazel Garcia  

•      Council approved Fiscal Year 2022 Translational Research in Public Health expanding the 
Public Health Workforce within the Aging Network for Tribes Notice of Award and adopt budg-
et 

•      Council approved Office of Victims of Crime Fiscal Year 2021 funding Tribal Victims Services 
Set-Aside and adopt budget 

Council approved Resolution 22-02 ANA Native American Language Preservation & Maintenance 
Grant 
•  Council  approved Resolution 22-04 BIA Living Language Grant Proposal and Resolution 
• Council approved 2021 Bureau of Indian Affairs Attorney Fees Award and adopt Budget   
•  Council  approved Resolution 22-05 submission of 2022 Bureau of Indian Affairs Attorney fees  
 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez  

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
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March 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 
Enrollment 

Meeting 

Held via zoom/

phone 

8 9 10 11 12 

13 
Day light savings 

end 

14 
BCM Meeting @ 

4pm 

Held by zoom/

phone 

15 16 17 
Happy St. Pat-

rick’s Day 

18 19 

20 
  Spring begins 

21 22 23 24 25 26 

27  28 29 30 31   

Enrollment Committee Meeting  

March 7, 2022 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

*Due to the COVID-19 Global Pandemic, Wiyot Tribal Council meeting scheduled for 

3/14/2022 will be held by Tele/video conference or both.  To submit public comments for 

this meeting prior to meeting, please email comments to councilsupport@wiyot.us by 

12pm Monday 3/14/2022. All public comments received by 12pm will be read into the 

record during the regular meeting, also to receive a link for the meeting please request 

the link before 12pm  03/14/2022. Public comments received after 12pm will not be read 

into the record but will be included in the official minutes.  

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez  

mailto:councilsupport@wiyot.us
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Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Did you move and forget 

to change your address? 

You can fax 707-733-5601 

or email  address-

change@wiyot.us  This 

will help in getting your 

mail to you in a timely 

manner, if your address 

isn't up to date then this 

will slow your RSTF, news-

letter and other important 

Tribal mail in getting to 

you. Please note there is a 

$25.00 charge for a stop 

payment for RSTF checks, 

our policy has always been 

Tribal members need to 

wait 90 days from the date 

the checks were mailed 

out to reissue another 

RSTF check. It is very im-

portant to keep an updat-

ed address on file, you can 

call the Tribal Office to 

check your address 707-

733-5055 80388-7633 
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Wiyot Tribal Council 
Ted Hernandez …...Tribal Chairman (2020-2024) 

Brian Mead…...Vice Chairman (2018-2022) 

Marnie Atkins…...Secretary (2021-2025) 

rrawuraghu’miyuk Linda Lange…...Treasurer (2019-2023) 

Vanessa Rios…...Council Member ( 2021-2025) 

Hazel Garcia…...Council Member (2019-2023) 

Aaron Stephenson …...Council Member (2020-2024) 

Da Rou Gawok “Everyone working Together”                                                         
Michelle Vassel…...Tribal Administrator   

      Fawn Lopez...Executive Assistant  to TA/Council Clerk                                                                        

Lisa Stephenson…...Enrollment Clerk 

Vanessa Rios…………..Receptionist  

Heather Blevins…….Emergency Operator   

 Aaron Stephenson...Maintenance  Technician  

Melvin “Junior” Farmer...Maintenance  Assistant 

Sebastian Rios Moreno…...Grounds Keeper 

 

Hiwechk “Money” 
Farzad Forouhar …..Fiscal Technician 

Jack Kennard………..Fiscal Technician  

 

Gou’will da lalouluwuk “Taking care of People” 
Robert Pitts Jr……..Health & Human Service Director                                                                                  

Alicia Morgan..Laqilh Haluni Assistant 

Gary Markussen Sr.…….…...ICWA  Advocate 

Vacant…...Transportation Driver 

Peggy Orcutt……….Social Work Advocate                                                                           

Dr. Rita Wafler…...Licensed MFT 

Jennifer  Boak…….Counseling Mental Heath  

 

 

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 
 Ted Hernandez…...Cultural Director 

Hazel Garcia…...Cultural Assistant 

Dr. Lynnika Butler ………….Linguist 

Vacant…...Language Specialist 

Marnie Atkins…...Cultural Museum Manager 

 

Tsek Houdaqh “Where the Children are” 
Margaret Card……..Johnson O’Malley Coordinator 

Grant Bryant…...Youth Program Assistant 

Nina Lorence…...Youth Program Assistant 
 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We belong to the Wilderness” 
Adam Canter…...Natural Resources Director 

Dr. Bill Matsubu.…….Fisheries Biologist 

Bri Philips…...Natural Resources Technician 

Hilanea Wilkinson...Natural Resources Technician  

George Buckley……....Water Operator 

1000 Wiyot Drive 

Loleta, California 95551 

 

Phone: 

707.733.5055/800.388.7633 

Fax: 707.733.5601 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 
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Change of Address Request Form 
This is to confirm that my new mailing address is as follows:   

 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ______________________________  City:  ______________________  State:  _____ Zip:________ 

 

Email:  ______________________________   Telephone:  (          )  ____________________________ 

 

Previous Names Used:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Children who will be effected (legal name and Date of Birth:   

 

____________________________     _____________________________  ______________________________ 

 

 

____________________________     _____________________________   ______________________________ 

 

 

Signature:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wiyot Tribe 

1000 Wiyot Dr 

Loleta, CA 95551 


