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The Da’luk    
WNRD Prepare to launch Ocean Protection Council (OPC) Prop 
68 Coastal Resilience Grant  

After almost a year of negotiations with the OPC and delays due to the Convid-19 pandemic, our grant agreement is 

finally complete and we can begin work on Phase 1 of the Wiyot Tribe Climate Change Adaptation Plan (CCAP), which 

will consist of Tribal citizen engagement and documentation of concerns relative to sea level rise (SLR) and climate 

change and the development of a protocol for the appropriate collection and application of traditional ecological 

knowledge (TEK) to guide adaptation efforts. 

The proposal which was drafted by WNRD Director Adam Canter with assistance from the Cal Poly Humboldt SLR Ini-

tiative and our planning consultants at Greenway Partners, received an additional $150K on top of the $100K origi-

nally requested with the OPC providing the enhanced funding for the Tribe to develop a TEK protocol focusing on 

collaborating with other coastal tribes and to work to identify issues and concerns related to Wiyot cultural and natu-

ral resources and assets that are vulnerable to SLR and climate change.  The OPC is hoping the increased funding can 

help us work to develop a TEK protocol or approach that could be replicated by others, which has been done at vari-

ous scales by other tribes. (see https://www.opc.ca.gov/2021/11/prop-68-climate-resilience-miniseries-episode-12-

wiyot-climate-change-adaptation-plan/).  The second major component involves GIS data collection from existing 

sources by expanding collaborations with land management agencies and entities, along with some possible field 

mapping to expand the Wiyot’s efforts at assessing asset vulnerability.    If you have interest in sitting on a TEK/TK/IK 

subcommittee team or can recommend anyone that we might reach out to who has worked with this topic, we 

would be most appreciative.  Tribal citizen participants will receive a stipend up to $100 for the meetings they attend    

We may be reaching out to some of you individually soon and help spread the word.  Hou! (Thanks) and take care, 

Rra’dutwas (with kindness), Adam.”

Figure 1. Riprap at Jurouk Higuchguk (King Salm-
on), the only protection against rising sea levels at 
the PG&E former nuclear plant, now an Independ-
ent Spent Fuel Storage Installation (ISFSI), holding 
spent nuclear fuel rods, just a stones throw from 
our sacred Wigi.  This project will seek Tribal en-
gagment about what ethical and Tribal lead op-
tions should be for the site moving forward to 
best protect our community and our plant and 
animal relatives.  



Submitted By: Ted Hernandez  

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 



Soulatuk Hougougou’ wurruwisugu’l “brining the Wiyot 

language back to life” Submitted By: Lynnika Butler  



Soulatuk Hougougou’ wurruwisugu’l “brining the Wiyot 

language back to life” 
Submitted By: Lynnika Butler  



Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center 
Submitted By: Marnie Atkins  



Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center 
Submitted By: Marnie Atkins  



Our culture is a living spirit that must continue to thrive. Our culture is essential to our communi-

ty; it is a living spirit that must continue to thrive. We must continue to teach our youth the tra-

ditional ways and learn the stories from our elders. An example of one of our stories as told by 

the elders and an important one is "That the Wiyot People have never given up our rights to 

fishing, hunting, gathering, and practicing our ceremonies in our ancestral territory. We have 

been practicing these since time and memorial That we should always know this and never let 

any government official tell us that we did." 

Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center 
Submitted By: Marnie Atkins  



Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
Submitted By: Adam Canter  



Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
Submitted By: Bri Phillips  

Happy Spring Solstice from the Natural Resources Department! Winter has officially passed, and we are look-

ing forward to summer field work on the Eel, summertime crops, blooming flowers and sunny days. A couple 

updates from the month of march include, Wiyot NRD’s participation in the Bear River Band’s Empowering In-

digenous Environments Event, fieldwork plans, and the continuation of the Ichthyoplankton sampling project 

on Humboldt Bay for Tenera Environmental.  

The WNRD staff continued ichthyoplankton sampling on Humboldt Bay with Tenera Environmental. This pro-

ject will assess the possible impacts to marine life in the Bay from the water intake for the proposed Nordic 

Aquafarm fish farm facility. The NRD has assisted Tenera with 3 full-day sampling cycles. DNA results from Feb-

ruary’s sampling showed a collection of Whitebait smelt, instead of the significant longfin smelt species. We 

are unsure of the significance of whitebait but will receive continuous updates from Tenera on DNA results 

from our sampling. 

During the week of March 7th, some Wiyot Tribe community members and the NRD staff presented in multiple 

environmental panels for the Bear River Band’s Empowering Indigenous Environments Conference. This con-

ference focused on empowerment, outreach and education for indigenous communities, opportunities to fur-

ther education for youths and tribal to promote Wildlife management, threatened and endangered species, 

wetlands, fisheries management, traditional ecological knowledge, education/outreach and more. The confer-

ence had a mix of representatives from local, state, federal, and tribal organizations discussing environmental 

work that they’ve completed and how traditional ecological tribal knowledge can (and should) intertwine with 

modern wildlife and environmental techniques for conservation and environmental stewardship. The 3-day 

conference was incredibly enlightening and inspiring, and our department was honored to be part of it.   

The NRD has also begun planning the 2022 summer field season for the continuation of our Sacramento 
Pikeminnow suppression PCSRF project. NRD fisheries biologist Bill Matusubu has been coordinating with Sam 
Rizza and Abel Brumo of Still Water Sciences to discuss equipment purchases, schedules and field work plans 
for this project. For the past three summers the NRD has conducted Pikeminnow abundance and distribution 
surveys and population suppression and removal methods on the South Fork Eel River to control the popula-
tion of Sacramento Pikeminnow. We will continue efforts this year as well as adding additional tagging 
measures and removal methods. This project will eventually evolve into a permanent monitoring of invasive 
species population numbers on the Eel and how to best support the native salmonid population. We are excit-
ed to continue this pioneering project.  

Figure 1: NRD Technician and Tribal member Hilanea Wilkinson at the falconry 
booth at the Bear River Band’s Empowering Indigenous Environments Conference  

Figure 2: NRD Fisheries Biologist Bill Matsubu giving a fisheries presenta-
tion on the significance of Pacific Lamprey  





















Submitted By: Robert Pitts  

 

Tsek Houdaqh ‘where the children are’  
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Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

Council present: Ted Hernandez, Marnie Atkins, Vanessa Rios, Hazel Garcia and Aa-

ron Stephenson  

Staff Present: Michelle Vassel, Fawn Lopez, Ted Hernandez, Adam Canter and Rob-

ert Pitts Jr.  

•    The agenda was approved  

•    The consent calendar was approved  

•     Rou Da'louy-PUBLIC FORUM: Madison Flynn and Hazel Garcia  

•  Council approved  new Tribal Citizens Emberlie Bainbridge, Sakura Chastain, Freyja 
Shimp, Alexandria Stephenson, Theodore Stephenson, Valeria Bennet, Serenity 
Quintana and Xander Quintana  

•  Council approved   staff travel Wiyot Natural Resource Department to conduct 
fisheries fieldwork (NOAA PCSRF Phase 2 Pikeminnow Project in the South Fork Eel 
River (Summer season April 1-October15, 2022) 

•  Council approved  staff travel Wiyot Natural Resource Fisheries Biologist to attend 
the 2022 Salmonid Restoration Federation Conference April 19-22, 2022, Santa 
Cruz, CA 

• Council approved  Steve’s Septic for full cleaning of septic tanks  
• Council approved  Resolution 22-07  to apply for Title VI funding Fiscal Year 2023-

2026  
• Council  Ordinance 17-22 Protection Against Defamation  

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Please see the attached link for the Recall Hearing of Theodore Hernandez that 

will take place at the Annual Meeting scheduled at 10am April 2, 2022. 

 
Registration URL 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4296240952477568013  
Webinar ID 
899-065-059 
 

DUE TO THE FEDERAL EMERGENCY DUE TO COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
THE WIYOT ANNUAL MEETING HAS BEEN MODIFIED TO MEET THE REQUIRE-
MENTS OF THE COMMUNITY MITIGATION MEASURES AND SHELTER IN PLACE 

ORDER 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4296240952477568013


21 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

April 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
April’s Fool Day’s 

2 
Annual Meeting 

polls open 10am –

1pm 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 
BCM Meeting @ 

4pm 

Held by zoom/

phone 

12 13 14 15 
Good Friday 

 

Taxes Due 

16 

17 
Easter  

18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 
Arbor Day 

30 

*Due to the COVID-19 Global Pandemic, Wiyot Tribal Council meeting scheduled for 

4/11/2022 will be held by Tele/video conference or both.  To submit public comments for 

this meeting prior to meeting, please email comments to councilsupport@wiyot.us by 

12pm Monday 4/11/2022. All public comments received by 12pm will be read into the 

record during the regular meeting, also to receive a link for the meeting please request 

the link before 12pm  04/11/2022. Public comments received after 12pm will not be read 

into the record but will be included in the official minutes.  

mailto:councilsupport@wiyot.us
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Did you move and forget 

to change your address? 

You can fax 707-733-5601 

or email  address-

change@wiyot.us  This 

will help in getting your 

mail to you in a timely 

manner, if your address 

isn't up to date then this 

will slow your RSTF, news-

letter and other important 

Tribal mail in getting to 

you. Please note there is a 

$25.00 charge for a stop 

payment for RSTF checks, 

our policy has always been 

Tribal members need to 

wait 90 days from the date 

the checks were mailed 

out to reissue another 

RSTF check. It is very im-

portant to keep an updat-

ed address on file, you can 

call the Tribal Office to 

check your address 707-

733-5055 80388-7633 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
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Wiyot Tribal Council 
Ted Hernandez …...Tribal Chairman (2020-2024) 

Brian Mead…...Vice Chairman (2018-2022) 

Marnie Atkins…...Secretary (2021-2025) 

rrawuraghu’miyuk Linda Lange…...Treasurer (2019-2023) 

Vanessa Rios…...Council Member ( 2021-2025) 

Hazel Garcia…...Council Member (2019-2023) 

Aaron Stephenson …...Council Member (2020-2024) 

Da Rou Gawok “Everyone working Together”                                                         
Michelle Vassel…...Tribal Administrator   

      Fawn Lopez...Executive Assistant  to TA/Council Clerk                                                                        

Lisa Stephenson…...Enrollment Clerk 

Vanessa Rios…………..Receptionist  

Heather Blevins…….Emergency Operator   

 Aaron Stephenson...Maintenance  Technician  

Melvin “Junior” Farmer...Maintenance  Assistant 

Sebastian Rios Moreno…...Grounds Keeper 

 

Hiwechk “Money” 
Farzad Forouhar …..Fiscal Technician 

Jack Kennard………..Fiscal Technician  

 

Gou’will da lalouluwuk “Taking care of People” 
Robert Pitts Jr……..Health & Human Service Director                                                                                  

Alicia Morgan..Laqilh Haluni Assistant 

Gary Markussen Sr.…….…...ICWA  Advocate 

Vacant…...Transportation Driver 

Peggy Orcutt……….Social Work Advocate                                                                           

Dr. Rita Wafler…...Licensed MFT 

Jennifer  Boak…….Counseling Mental Heath  

 

 

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 
 Ted Hernandez…...Cultural Director 

Hazel Garcia…...Cultural Assistant 

Dr. Lynnika Butler ………….Linguist 

Vacant…...Language Specialist 

Marnie Atkins…...Cultural Museum Manager 

 

Tsek Houdaqh “Where the Children are” 
Margaret Card……..Johnson O’Malley Coordinator 

Grant Bryant…...Youth Program Assistant 

Nina Lorence…...Youth Program Assistant 
 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We belong to the Wilderness” 
Adam Canter…...Natural Resources Director 

Dr. Bill Matsubu.…….Fisheries Biologist 

Bri Philips…...Natural Resources Technician 

Hilanea Wilkinson...Natural Resources Technician  

George Buckley……....Water Operator 

1000 Wiyot Drive 

Loleta, California 95551 

 

Phone: 

707.733.5055/800.388.7633 

Fax: 707.733.5601 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 



Change of Address Request Form 
This is to confirm that my new mailing address is as follows:   

 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ______________________________  City:  ______________________  State:  _____ Zip:________ 

 

Email:  ______________________________   Telephone:  (          )  ____________________________ 

 

Previous Names Used:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Children who will be effected (legal name and Date of Birth:   

 

____________________________     _____________________________  ______________________________ 

 

 

____________________________     _____________________________   ______________________________ 

 

 

Signature:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wiyot Tribe 

1000 Wiyot Dr 

Loleta, CA 95551 


