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Dishgamu Humboldt Community Land Trust “Love Humboldt” 

 
The Dishgamu Humboldt Community Land Trust works to heal intergenerational 
trauma through the protection, preservation, cultural and environmental resto-
ration of Wiyot Land. We focus on returning land to the Tribe, as well as devel-
oping affordable housing projects that will prioritize allowing Wiyot people to 
remain (or return) in their homelands. 
 
We are currently in the process of conducting title searches and appropriate en-
vironmental due diligence work on three different properties that are all located 
in Wiyot ancestral territory. It is our hope and expectation that this land will be 
back in Wiyot stewardship by the time you read your next Newsletter! 
 
We are also working with uxo architects to create a community engagement 
plan for resilient, affordable housing. We are proud to share that uxo is the only 
worker-owned architecture firm in the state of California, and our relationship 
reflects our understanding that access to safe, affordable, and culturally appro-
priate housing should be treated as a Human Right. We will be using deep green 
practices when we build. 
 
I look forward to serving the Tribe.  
Respectfully, 
David Cobb 
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WNRD Expands Pikeminnow Suppression Efforts to Recover Salmon 
and Lamprey Populations 

To restore populations of native fishes to 

their historical abundances, the Wiyot Tribe 

Natural Resources Department (WNRD) is con-

tinuing to fight the battle against the invasive 

Sacramento pikeminnow. The introduction of 

pikeminnow to the Eel River watershed is hav-

ing major consequences on the native fishes in 

the Eel River. Numerous studies indicate that 

pikeminnow compete with, prey on, or alter 

the behavior of juvenile salmonids, and lam-

preys. The widespread distribution and the 

high abundance of this predatory fish is pre-

venting the recovery of salmonids and lam-

prey. Since 2019 the WNRD has been imple-

menting its invasive species suppression pro-

gram to aid in the recovery of native salmonids 

and lamprey in the Eel River. 

 The WNRD is expanding its suppression 

and research of pikeminnow with previous and 

new funding sources.  Previous awards for 

these efforts have been from the US Fish and 

Wildlife Tribal Wildlife Grant and the NOAA’s 

Pacific Coast Salmon Restoration Fund. As part 

of the recent Infrastructure Bill for “Ecosystem 

Restoration and Resilience” the WNRD is part-

nering with BLM for “Eel River Climate Resili-

ence Refugia Protection”. This funding will go 

towards purchasing essential supplies, and 

gear to expand its current suppression efforts, 

including electrofishing and seining, and add-

ing gillnetting and spearfishing to its arsenal. 

Furthermore, in 2023 the WNRD plans to put a 

weir in the South Fork Eel River that will pro-

tect valuable habitat from pikeminnow. Fund-

ed by the California Department of Fish and 

Wildlife Proposition 1 and collaborating with 

scientists at California Trout, this weir will span 

the entire river (Figure 3) and prevent pikemin-

now from moving past its location. This will 

prevent pikeminnow from moving into prime 

salmon and lamprey habitats.  

Figure 1. WNRD staff conducting a snorkel 

survey to count pikeminnow. Photo by Hil-

anea Wilkinson 
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Like previous years, the WNRD will approximate the population size of pikeminnow 

in the South Fork Eel River and continue to refine techniques to suppress their population. 

To measure the impact of pikeminnow on native fishes and the success of suppression ac-

tivities, the WNRD has been estimating the population size by counting pikeminnow dur-

ing snorkel surveys since 2018. To reduce the population size, we will continue to imple-

ment and improve our electrofishing, seining, and trapping efforts. Also, due to recent 

permitting restrictions being lifted, we will be testing the effectiveness of gillnetting and 

spearfishing for the first time. To assist in these efforts, the WNRD is excited to be hiring 

new staff, including fisheries technicians and interns.  

Tribal members and friends are welcome to volunteer in these efforts. Please direct ques-
tions to WNRD Fisheries Biologist Bill Matsubu at wmatsubu@wiyot.us. 

Figure 2. Seining in the South Fork Eel 

River for Sacramento Pikeminnow 

during the Summer of 2021. Photo by 

WNRD Staff Bri 

Figure 3. Example of a river spanning weir 

similar to what will be used to prevent 

pikeminnow from accessing high-quality 

habitat. Photo by napaimut.org 

WNRD Expands Pikeminnow Suppression Efforts to Recover Salmon 
and Lamprey Populations 

mailto:wmatsubu@wiyot.us
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Wiyot Country in Spring’s Bounty: Update from Shawir Darrudaluduk 

Enjoy the Green whiles it lasts!  I think speaking 

for everyone, we were blessed to get some late 

season rains to give at least some temporary re-

lief to out-migrating salmonids and the historic 

drought we find ourselves in, during these histor-

ic times.  It’s always a joy to see the return of our 

plant relatives each spring, which reminds us of 

the special place we live in Wiyot country, and to 

be thankful for the circle of life.   

It’s been an exciting month as the WNRD got out 

and about stewarding the Tribe’s resources 

around ancestral territory.   We made it out to 

the Ma-l’el village for a work day in the Indian po-

tato garden with our friends at the Blue Lake 

Rancheria Environmental Department, where we 

removed non-native invasive annual grasses and 

inspected winter restoration work in the Indian 

rice-root (Fritillaria affinis) patch.  Deer popula-

tions have become more abundant in the dunes 

over the last few years and browsing of mature 

flowers proved to be a major impact this year, 

with about half of 40 observed flowers showing 

signs of herbivory.  We continue to monitor this 

important Wiyot ethnobotanical site and hope to 

get back out there this summer.   

The WNRD also had the privilege this past month 

to visit Koukuchw (Kneeland Prairie), which is a 

botanical hotspot.  As a Tribe that is locked away 

from most of its ancestral lands, we find it im-

portant to take advantage of outreach from com-

munity members that want to engage with the 

WNRD to learn more about how to protect and 

honor the land stewardship history and legacy of 

the Wiyot.   Ethnographer Llewellyn L. Loud not-

ed that “both the Wiyot and the Whilkut made 

use of the (Koukuchw) prairie for hunting and for 

gathering vegetable products, though they some-

times came into conflict in doing so” (page 255).  

Upon cresting the prairie and visiting a private 

property at the headwaters of Lawrence Creek, 

we were amazed to see some of the largest cam-

as (Camassia quamash ssp. breviflora) beds that 

remain on the North Coast (see photo below), 

along with other native tended bulbs like the blue 

dicks (Dipterostemon capitatus), and soaproot 

(Chlorogalum pomeridianum).  Drainage gullies 

off the prairie were rimmed with stately Oregon 

white oaks (Quercus garryana) cloaked in lichens 

with scattered pepperwoods (Umbellularia cali-

fornica), and oceanspray (Holodiscus discolor), to 

name some of the culturally important plants we 

observed, it seemed as if we were in nature’s gro-

cery store. We also noted that much of the prai-

rie is also invaded by non-native pasture grasses 

and Erodiums.  Intact habitats and private prop-

erties such as this provide potential opportunities 

for partnerships and co-management in the fu-

ture or to enter into cultural easements to allow 

for Wiyot gathering and eco-cultural restoration.  

The Tribe should be compensated when consult-

ed for its expertise in natural resources and 

Wiyot tradition-

al ecological 

knowledge 

(TEK) only 

shared where 

appropriate 

and not to be 

exploited.  
Camas flowers (Camassia quamash ssp. 
breviflora), an important native tended 

bulb or bouduroush (Indian potato) 
growing in a large patch on Koukuchw 

(Kneeland Prairie), with Tsakiyuwit (Bear 
River Ridge) in the background.  May 19, 

2022, Adam Canter   

Submitted by: Adam Canter  
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We’ve heard stories from local historian Jerry 

Rohde that in the past some colonialist ranchers 

were known to rip up camas beds once they 

were told they were important to local tribes, so 

the few populations that remain in Wiyot coun-

try today should be protected for future genera-

tions and as legacies of the Wiyot’s land stew-

ardship and ethnobotany.  

Botanical odyssey’s continued when we were al-

so invited by local botanist Steven Darington of 

Eureka to see his live specimen of Hitchcock’s 

blue-eyed grass (Sisyrinchium hitchcockii), an ex-

ceptionally rare member of the iris family, known 

only in California from Tsakiyuwit (Bear River 

Ridge) and Cape Ridge, on the southern border 

of Wiyot Country, highlighting the biodiversity 

protections that the Wiyot fought for when the 

Tribe blocked the proposed Terra Gen industrial 

wind farm development on the ridge in 2019.  

In other news, Natural Resources Technician Hil-

anea Wilkinson has been busy helping to bring 

natural resources to the Table Bluff Reservation 

and residents.  In late April she assisted in ob-

taining fresh elk meat for the Tribe by retrieving 

and processing an elk from the lower Mad River 

that was euthanized by the California of Fish and 

Wildlife due to Elk hoof disease, or Treponeme-

associated hoof disease (TAHD), which is a rela-

tively new, poorly understood, and generally un-

treatable disease affecting elk in western North 

America.  TAHD is not transmissible to humans, 

although humans may unknowingly spread TAHD 

when contaminated soil is transferred to new ar-

eas on vehicle tires or shoes. Vehicle tires and 

shoes should be cleaned of all soil before leaving 

a contaminated area to help minimize the spread 

of TAHD.  Hilanea also worked with G&B Organ-

ics to secure a donation of two full pallets of pre-

mium garden soil for the TBR community garden 

and citizens personal gardening needs.  We want 

to thank G&B for their kindness and Hilanea for 

making this all happen and keeping the TBR wa-

ter system on track!   

The WNRD continue to progress on the launch of 

our two Ocean Protection Council (OPC) grants 

to begin Phase 1 of the Wiyot Climate Adapta-

tion Plan and purchase 48 acres of prime coastal 

forest and wetlands at the cultural site of Mour-

alherwaqh.  Be on the lookout for upcoming an-

nouncements about how to participate in these 

exciting upcoming projects, including visiting im-

portant Wiyot sites vulnerable to sea level rise 

and associated with our OPC work adaptation 

planning. 

Please reach out to the WNRD anytime to find 

out more about our current work and how you 

can participate and contribute as Tribal citizens 

as well as to tag along on field work.  Watch the 

Tribe’s website for information on our monthly 

Community Advisory Committee (CAC) meetings, 

which is a great venue to learn about and sug-

gest environmental projects, voice concerns 

about the environment, and share Wiyot tradi-

tional ecological knowledge (TEK) to inform the 

success of the WNRD. Rra’dutwas. 

Submitted by: Adam Canter  
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Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 
Submitted By: Ted Hernandez  
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Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 
Submitted By: Ted Hernandez  



Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center 
Submitted By: Marnie Atkins  



Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center 
Submitted By: Marnie Atkins  



















Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Vanessa Rios  
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Council present: Ted Hernandez, Marnie Atkins, Brian Mead  Vanessa Rios and Hazel Garcia   

Staff Present: Michelle Vassel, Fawn Lopez, Ted Hernandez, Adam Canter and Robert Pitts Jr.  

•    The agenda was approved  

•    The consent calendar was approved  

•     Va Rou’nirilh (Guest Speaker) Margaret Jacobs & Kevin Abourezk 

•     Rou Da'louy-PUBLIC FORUM: Fawn Lopez and Hazel Garcia  

• Council approved Resolution 22-10 MOU between the Tribe and NCIDC for Community Services 
Block Grant 

•     Council approved to appoint Margaret Card, Jennifer Boak, Lisa Stephenson & Rosario Hernan-

dez for Tsek Houdaqh Parent Committee  

•  Council approved Resolution 22-09 Natural Resources Department to submit a U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife (USFWS) Tribal Wildlife Grant (TWG) for Pacific Lamprey Monitoring 

•     Council approved enter a good Neighbor Agreement with the Bureau of Land Management to 

accept funds for Eel River Climate Resilience Refugia Protection  

•     Council  approved Ocean Protection Council Prop 1 Grant Agreement P01-4-07 for the Wiyot 

Tribe Acquisition of Coastal Property for Cultural and Water Quality Protection and adopt budg-

et  

•  Council  approved Ocean Protection Council  Prop 68 Grant Agreement C0875005 for the Wiyot 
Climate Change Adaptation Plan Phase 1 and adopt budget. 

•     Council  approved  business License Mead Enterprise  

•  Council approved staff travel Tribal Administrator & Dishgamu Director to attend CalCORE June 
15-17, 2022, Fall 2022 and Spring 2023 

•  Council approved Wiyot Tribe to join the Coalition to Stand with California Tribes 
 

 



June 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 
Enrollment mtg 

10am  

Held by zoom/

phone 

8 9 10 11 

12 13 
BCM Meeting @ 

4pm 

Held by zoom/

phone 

14 
Flag Day 

15 16 17 18 

19 
Happy Father’s 

Day 

20 
Tribal Office 

closed Ob-

servance  

June teeth 

21 
Summer begins 

22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 
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*Due to the COVID-19 Global Pandemic, Wiyot Tribal Council meeting scheduled for 

6/13/2022 will be held by Tele/video conference or both.  To submit public comments for 

this meeting prior to meeting, please email comments to councilsupport@wiyot.us by 

12pm Monday 6/13/2022. All public comments received by 12pm will be read into the rec-

ord during the regular meeting, also to receive a link for the meeting please request the 

link before 12pm  06/13/2022. Public comments received after 12pm will not be read into 

the record but will be included in the official minutes.  

mailto:councilsupport@wiyot.us
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Did you 

move 

and for-

get to change your ad-

dress? You can fax 707-733

-5601 or email  address-

change@wiyot.us  This 

will help in getting your 

mail to you in a timely 

manner, if your address 

isn't up to date then this 

will slow your RSTF, news-

letter and other important 

Tribal mail in getting to 

you. Please note there is a 

$25.00 charge for a stop 

payment for RSTF checks, 

our policy has always been 

Tribal members need to 

wait 90 days from the date 

the checks were mailed 

out to reissue another 

RSTF check. It is very im-

portant to keep an updat-

ed address on file, you can 

call the Tribal Office to 

check your address 707-

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
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Wiyot Tribal Council 
Ted Hernandez …...Tribal Chairman (2020-2024) 

Brian Mead…...Vice Chairman (2022-2026) 

Marnie Atkins…...Secretary (2021-2025) 

rrawuraghu’miyuk Linda Lange…...Treasurer (2019-2023) 

Vanessa Rios…...Council Member ( 2021-2025) 

Hazel Garcia…...Council Member (2019-2023) 

Aaron Stephenson …...Council Member (2020-2024) 

Da Rou Gawok “Everyone working Together”                                                         
Michelle Vassel…...Tribal Administrator   

      Fawn Lopez...Executive Assistant  to TA/Council Clerk                                                                        

Lisa Stephenson…...Enrollment Clerk 

Vanessa Rios…………..Receptionist  

Heather Blevins…….Emergency Operator   

 Aaron Stephenson...Maintenance  Technician  

Melvin “Junior” Farmer...Maintenance  Assistant 

Sebastian Rios Moreno…...Grounds Keeper 

 

Hiwechk “Money” 
Farzad Forouhar …..Fiscal Technician 

Jack Kennard………..Fiscal Technician  

 

Gou’will da lalouluwuk “Taking care of People” 
Robert Pitts Jr……..Health & Human Service Director                                                                                  

Alicia Morgan..Laqilh Haluni Assistant 

Gary Markussen Sr.…….…...ICWA  Advocate 

Vacant…...Transportation Driver 

Peggy Orcutt……….Social Work Advocate                                                                           

Dr. Rita Wafler…...Licensed MFT 

Jennifer  Boak…….Counseling Mental Heath  

 

 

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 
 Ted Hernandez…...Cultural Director 

Hazel Garcia…...Cultural Assistant 

Dr. Lynnika Butler ………….Linguist 

Vacant…...Language Specialist 

Marnie Atkins…...Cultural Museum Manager 

 

Tsek Houdaqh “Where the Children are” 
Jennifer Oakley …….Youth Program Manager 

Margaret Card……..Johnson O’Malley Coordinator 

Grant Bryant…...Youth Program Assistant 
 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We belong to the Wilderness” 
Adam Canter…...Natural Resources Director 

Dr. Bill Matsubu.…….Fisheries Biologist 

Vacant…...Natural Resources Technician 

Hilanea Wilkinson...Natural Resources Technician  

George Buckley……....Water Operator 

1000 Wiyot Drive 

Loleta, California 95551 

 

Phone: 

707.733.5055/800.388.7633 

Fax: 707.733.5601 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 
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Change of Address Request Form 
This is to confirm that my new mailing address is as follows:   

 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ______________________________  City:  ______________________  State:  _____ Zip:________ 

 

Email:  ______________________________   Telephone:  (          )  ____________________________ 

 

Previous Names Used:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Children who will be effected (legal name and Date of Birth:   

 

____________________________     _____________________________  ______________________________ 

 

 

____________________________     _____________________________   ______________________________ 

 

 

Signature:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wiyot Tribe 

1000 Wiyot Dr 

Loleta, CA 95551 


