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Mouralherwaqh at King Salmon:  Wiyot Forestland and Eco-
Cultural Place Returns to the Tribe’s Stewardship! 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
Submitted By: Adam Canter  

Ha’wa’lou from the Wiyot NRD! We hope your summer is going well!  It has been an interesting 

year to say the least, with January to March being the driest for that period every recorded in the 

State, we were blessed by spring, June, and July 4th rains, giving our rivers and our relatives that 

depend on them some relief.  We are still in extreme drought and all efforts should be made to 

conserve water where possible and reduce personal, family, and workplace carbon footprints. As 

the effects of excessive carbon pollution in the atmosphere continue to exacerbate human-caused 

climate change, sea level rise (SLR), and global warming, we must look to a diversity of solutions 

to combat the acceleration of global temperatures, including habitat conservation and nature-

based solutions, along with promoting a rapid and just transition to renewable and carbon-neutral 

electricity and transportation.  

It is with the current body of scientific knowledge and the traditional ecological knowledge (TEK) 

of the Wiyot Tribe and other Indigenous knowledges that we will continue to adapt and remain 

resilient to rapidly changing environmental conditions.  With our current state of the world and as 

a continuation of the Wiyot’s legacy of land and water stewardship, it is with great excitement 

that we announce some historic news for the benefit of the Tribe and the entire community.  As a 

result of the Wiyot Natural Resources Department’s (WNRD) application to the Ocean Protection 

Council’s (OPC) Prop 1 Environmental Justice grant program, along with the Tribal Council and Ad-

ministration, and community support from Cal Poly Humboldt, Friends of the Dunes, CDFW, and 

Humboldt Baykeeper, the Tribe officially closed on 46 acres that include the ecologically and cul-

turally significant Wiyot place of Mouralherwaqh, located at the present day sites known as King 

Salmon at the base and lower portion of Humboldt Hill.  This property is an amazing gem and one 

of the last pieces of undeveloped land and coastal freshwater wetlands on the historic fringe of 

the Wigi (Humboldt Bay), surrounded by the ever-growing residential development of Humboldt 

Hill.  The WNRD along with the Cultural and Administrative Departments would like to invite all 

Tribal citizens to a homecoming and salmon cookout at Mouralherwaqh on Friday August 19th 

from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Please stay-tuned and see the Wiyot website for more information to 

come.  

The village and place of Mouralherwaqh holds Wiyot cultural and environmental history that tell 

of this place being “wolf’s house” which hosts two large sedge  
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and cattail dominated freshwater wetlands surrounded mature Sitka spruce trees that 

serve as a rookery site for egrets and herons.  This name was told 

to Harrington in the early 20th century by Wiyot matriarch Birdie 

James, who commented that "There used to be freshwater there 

but they have been dredging that slu [slough] there & no more 

fresh water there, ducks used to go there & drink water”.  Today 

the slough is bisected by U.S. highway 101, but the knowledge of 

the productivity and importance of these wetlands to waterfowl 

was passed on to present generations of Wiyots, including the late and venerable 

Wiyot citizen and Council member Linda Lange, who reflected on this knowledge and 

history when she supported the WNRD’s efforts to work with our team to apply for 

state grant funds to purchase the property, as it was listed on the open market.  Receiv-

ing selection for the grant award in December of 2021, the grant team worked swiftly 

to close on one of quickest Tribal land return and conservation deals on record! 

Mouralherwaqh represents the first piecen of Wiyot ancestral forest lands to be repat-

riated to the Tribe, hosting one of the southernmost stands of dap or Sitka spruce 

(Picea sitchensis) forest on the Pacific coast.  Spruce root is important to the Wiyot art 

of basketry and is a cultural item that in present times could only be found off Tribally 

held lands, by either co-management agreements or trespassing.  Along with many tra-

ditions, the return of Mouralherwaqh will allow for the passing on of TEK associated 

with ancestral forests, berry and hazelnut picking, hunting, gathering, and mushroom 

foraging.  The return of Wiyot land stewardship will help heal the wounds of prior tim-

ber harvest, which occurred on portions of the property in 2013, as a segment of the 

OPC funding is supporting a hydrological assessment to identify watershed and wet-

lands restoration opportunities in the small perennial streams and large freshwater 

wetlands that once hosted open water and large migratory populations of waterfowl 

traveling along the Pacific flyway.  The Tribe also plans to remove a host of non-native 

invasive plant species that dominate disturbed areas which came in post timber har-

vest, such as Scotch broom (Cytisus scoparius), pampas grass (Cortaderia selloana), 

English ivy (Hedera helix), and Spanish heath (Erica lusitanica), all aggressive invaders in 

the coastal zone.  In addition to the spruce forest and wetlands, the property hosts are-

as of northern coastal scrub dominated by evergreen huckleberry (Vaccinium ovatum) 

and cascara (Frangula purshiana).  The lower portion of the property and mid-slope 

bench contain nice open grassy areas for Tribal gatherings and events. The wetlands on 

the property are  



extensive and the WNRD is excited for future in-depth botanical investigations as they 
contain suitable habitat for rare, threatened, and endangered coastal endemic spe-
cies, like the state and federally endangered western lily (Lilium occidentale). 
 
We are also excited to announce that an additional portion of the grant funds are sup-
porting Wiyot community engagement and visioning for the drafting of an Eco-
Cultural Restoration and Management Plan for Mouralherwaqh.  This will be a Tribal 
community-driven plan crafted by the goals of the Tribe thru field trips to the proper-
ty with Wiyot youth, elders, citizens, and staff, including support from the newly es-
tablished Native American Studies Food Sovereignty Lab at Cal Poly Humboldt and fu-
ture hopeful engagement with the Cal Poly Tribal Forestry Program.   
 
The property and its habitat and plant community composition were identified by the 
WNRD as significant back in 2015 during roadside survey efforts for the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs (BIA) Geospatial Ethnobotany Project grant.  It was more recently identi-
fied as part of the BIA Tribal Resilience Program capacity building grant as a Wiyot cul-
tural site vulnerable to SLR thru geographic information systems (GIS) analysis.  While 
lower portions of the property will be impacted by rising sea levels, much of the prop-
erty is upland habitat that will remain resilient.  As stewards of this land, the conser-
vation of areas like Mouralherwaqh, that span across the estuarine/upland fringe, will 
provide habitat for wetland and saltmarsh communities 
to migrate inland as sea levels rise, providing a nature-
based solution to SLR. 
 
This is only part of the story of Mouralherwaqh, with 
much left to tell and a bright future ahead on the Wigi 
horizon, so stay tuned.  If you would like to learn more 
and participate in the planning processes for the future 
of Mouralherwaqh please contact the WNRD and we 
hope to see you on August 19th, 2022 when we welcome 
this special Wiyot place and its people home.  
 
-Adam Canter, Natural Resources Director, adam@wiyot.us 707-733-
5055 x 105  
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Introduction – Marisa McGrew, WNRD 
Fisheries Technician 

My name is Marisa, and I’m a lover of the Eel and Pacific lamprey. Originally hailing from the 
foothills of the Sierra and the south fork of the American River, I moved up to Humboldt in 2014 

to attend Humboldt State University (now Cal Poly Humboldt). I earned a degree in Environ-
mental Science with a focus in ecological restoration and a minor in botany. I’ve always en-
joyed the water through whitewater rafting and swimming, but I truly fell in love with river eco-
systems when I was in my fifth year of college and spent hours peering through a microscope 

at benthic macroinvertebrates collected from the Trinity River.  
This fascination grew when I joined the Watershed Stewards Program and I was serving my 
term at the California Conservation Corps in Fortuna where I also worked closely with Eel River 

Watershed Improvement Group (ERWIG). This is where my love for the Eel River began. With 
the CCC and ERWIG I was hiking and sometimes crawling in tributaries to the South Fork de-
signing large wood features to enhance salmonid habitat and stream complexity. Later in the 

season I was working alongside and supervising CCC crews to implement those wood struc-
tures with the use of grip hoists and wood drills. Immediately following my WSP term, ERWIG 
hired me on as a Project Manager to stick around for a few months. I then started my rotation 
of ERWIG in the summer and fall, and then hopping on CDFW crews conducting spawner sur-

veys. In the spring of 2021 while at the CDFW Arcata office, I had the amazing opportunity to 
observe and tag juvenile salmonids at the Freshwater weir. Another fish that would often swim 
through were adult Pacific lamprey. This beautiful, slithery stick of swimming butter captured 

my heart. I was lucky enough to hold many lampreys, look up close in awe at their mouths full 
of teeth, and feel their muscular bodies wriggle in my hands.  
I’m excited to continue working in the Eel River basin for the Wiyot Tribe. My current mini pro-
ject is collecting water samples from multiple sites within the Eel using eDNA kits. These kits 
will be used to detect phytoplankton, macroinvertebrates, fish and other species assemblages. 
I will be particularly interested in detections of Pacific lamprey and build upon the lamprey 
monitoring system. For the love of lamprey! 

WNRD Introduction Alex Juan, Fisheries Technician 
 

Alex (he/him) is a recent graduate from Saint Louis University with degrees in computer sci-
ence and biology who will be working towards a master's degree in fisheries at Cal Poly 
Humboldt starting this fall. He is a lover of all things fish-related and can often be found ex-
ploring the many great fishing spots Humboldt has to offer. When he's not fishing, Alex en-
joys hiking, listening to music, and watching TV. 
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Council Minutes July 11, 2022 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

Council present: Ted Hernandez, Brian Mead  Vanessa Rios and Hazel Garcia & Aaron Stephenson 

Staff Present: Michelle Vassel,  Ted Hernandez, Adam Canter & Fawn Lopez  

•   The agenda was approved with add on CDFW Ocean Ranch Unit (Eel River Wildlife Area)-

Informational item  

•   The consent calendar was approved  

•   Council approved School Clothes & Supplies for School aged children grades K-12, Legal Guardian 

must return receipts for the expended funds for school supplies and/or School clothes by Novem-

ber 1, 2022. A second clothing assistance will automatically be sent out for the Spring during win-

ter break for those whose receipts are turned in on time.  April l, 2023 will be the deadline for the 

receipts for the second round of funds.  Failure to submit the receipts will result in ineligibility for 

the spring and the program in future years.  

•  Council approved  Evergreen construction for the rehabilitation of 201 Wiyot Dr   
•  Council  Evergreen construction for the Housing improvement Program  Rehabilitation of 163 

Wiyot Dr   
•  Council approved MoveStrong for Teen-Adult Exercise Area  
•  Council approved  additional grant funding for Child Care and Development Block Grant Act of 

1990 #22QQCACCDD (CFDA 93.575), and adopt revised budget including this additional award 
• Informational Item- California Department of Fish and Wildlife Ocean Ranch Unit (Eel River Wildlife 

Area  
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August 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 
Del Norte Coun-

ty Fair opens 

Wild Wood Days 

Rio Dell, CA  

5 
Trinidad Bay Art 

& 

Music Festival 

6 
Petaluma Music  

Festival 

7 
Last day Del 

Norte County 

Fair  

Last day Wild 

Wood Days 

 Rio Dell, CA  

8 
BCM Meeting @ 

4pm 

Held by zoom/

phone 

9 10 11 
Full Moon 

12 13 

14 
Last day Sonoma 

County Fair 

15 16 17 18 
Humboldt  

County Fairs 

opens 

19 20 
Klamath  

Salmon 

Festival  

10am 

21 22 23 24 
Oregon 

Summer Classic 

Wilsonville, OR 

25 26 27 
Wiyot Day 

3pm 

28 
Last day Hum-

boldt County 

Fair  

29 30 31    

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

*Due to the COVID-19 Global Pandemic, Wiyot Tribal Council meeting scheduled for 

8/08/2022 will be held by Tele/video conference or both.  To submit public comments for 

this meeting prior to meeting, please email comments to councilsupport@wiyot.us by 

12pm Monday 08/08/2022. All public comments received by 12pm will be read into the 

record during the regular meeting, also to receive a link for the meeting please request the 

link before 12pm  08/08/2022. Public comments received after 12pm will not be read into 

the record but will be included in the official minutes.  

mailto:councilsupport@wiyot.us
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Did you 

move 

and for-

get to 

change your address? You 

can fax 707-733-5601 or 

email  address-

change@wiyot.us  This 

will help in getting your 

mail to you in a timely 

manner, if your address 

isn't up to date then this 

will slow your RSTF, news-

letter and other important 

Tribal mail in getting to 

you. Please note there is a 

$25.00 charge for a stop 

payment for RSTF checks, 

our policy has always 

been Tribal members need 

to wait 90 days from the 

date the checks were 

mailed out to reissue an-

other RSTF check. It is very 

important to keep an up-

dated address on file, you 

can call the Tribal Office to 

check your address 707-

733-5055 80388-7633 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
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Wiyot Tribal Council 
Ted Hernandez …...Tribal Chairman (2020-2024) 

Brian Mead…...Vice Chairman (2022-2026) 

Marnie Atkins…...Secretary (2021-2025) 

rrawuraghu’miyuk Linda Lange…...Treasurer (2019-2023) 

Vanessa Rios…...Council Member ( 2021-2025) 

Hazel Garcia…...Council Member (2019-2023) 

Aaron Stephenson …...Council Member (2020-2024) 

Da Rou Gawok “Everyone working Together”                                                         
Michelle Vassel…...Tribal Administrator   

      Fawn Lopez...Executive Assistant  to TA/Council Clerk                                                                        

Lisa Stephenson…...Enrollment Clerk 

Vanessa Rios…………..Receptionist  

Heather Blevins…….Emergency Operator   

 Aaron Stephenson...Maintenance  Technician  

Melvin “Junior” Farmer...Maintenance  Assistant 

Sebastian Rios Moreno…...Grounds Keeper 

 

Hiwechk “Money” 
Farzad Forouhar …..Fiscal Technician 

Jack Kennard………..Fiscal Technician  

 

Gou’will da lalouluwuk “Taking care of People” 
Robert Pitts Jr……..Health & Human Service Director                                                                                  

Alicia Morgan..Laqilh Haluni Assistant 

Gary Markussen Sr.…….…...ICWA  Advocate 

Vacant…...Transportation Driver 

Peggy Orcutt……….Social Work Advocate 

Noell Danis……….....Social Work Advocate                                                                           

Dr. Rita Wafler…...Licensed MFT 

Jennifer  Boak…….Counseling Mental Heath  

 

 

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 
 Ted Hernandez…...Cultural Director 

Hazel Garcia…...Cultural Assistant 

Dr. Lynnika Butler ………….Linguist 

Vacant…...Language Specialist 

Marnie Atkins…...Cultural Museum Manager 

 

Tsek Houdaqh “Where the Children are” 
Vacant  …….Youth Program Manager 

Margaret Card……..Johnson O’Malley Coordinator 

Grant Bryant…...Youth Program Assistant 
 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We belong to the Wilderness” 
Adam Canter…...Natural Resources Director 

Dr. Bill Matsubu.…….Fisheries Biologist 

Vacant…...Natural Resources Technician 

Vacant...Natural Resources Technician  

1000 Wiyot Drive 

Loleta, California 95551 

 

Phone: 

707.733.5055/800.388.7633 

Fax: 707.733.5601 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 



Change of Address Request Form 
This is to confirm that my new mailing address is as follows:   

 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ______________________________  City:  ______________________  State:  _____ Zip:________ 

 

Email:  ______________________________   Telephone:  (          )  ____________________________ 

 

Previous Names Used:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Children who will be effected (legal name and Date of Birth:   

 

____________________________     _____________________________  ______________________________ 

 

 

____________________________     _____________________________   ______________________________ 

 

 

Signature:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wiyot Tribe 

1000 Wiyot Dr 

Loleta, CA 95551 


