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Wiyot Tribe 

The Da’luk    
Return Of Mouralherwagh  

Under Wiyot Tribe leadership 
and stewardship, the site will be 
prioritized for ecocultural resto-
ration. The property is located 
near the present day location 
known as King Salmon at the 
base of Humboldt Hill and repre-
sents the first forestland to be 
returned to the Tribe. 
The acquisition project was con-
ceived of and led by the Wiyot 
Tribe with supporting partner-
ships from Cal Poly Humboldt, 
Humboldt Baykeeper, and 
Friends of the Dunes. It was 
made possible through a $1.2 
million grant from the state 
Ocean Protection Council (OPC) 
through its Proposition 1 Grant 
Program. The OPC grant provided 
funding for the Tribe to acquire 
the parcel from a private land-
owner, representing the first time 
that the State of California has 
funded Tribal acquisition of an-
cestral lands as a part of the 
statewide effort to accelerate na-
ture-based solutions to achieve 
climate change goals.The proper-
ty is one of the last pieces of un-
developed land and coastal 
freshwater wetlands on the his-

toric fringe of Wigi (Humboldt 
Bay), surrounded by residential 
development on Humboldt Hill. 
Wiyot cultural and environmental 
history tell of this place being 
“wolf’s house.” The name of the 
village site - Mouralherwaqh - 
was told to JP Harrington in the 
early 20th century by Wiyot ma-
triarch Birdie James, who com-
mented that, “There used to be 
freshwater there but they have 
been dredging that slu [slough] 
there and no more fresh water 
there, ducks used to go there and 
drink water.” The late and vener-
able Wiyot citizen and Coun-
cilmember Linda Lange reflected 
on this knowledge and history 
when she supported the Tribe’s 
efforts to acquire the property. 
She described the site as an area 
that she used to visit often as a 
child. Due to the legacy of settler
-colonialism and land theft, the 
Wiyot Tribe currently owns less 
than 1% of their ancestral lands. 
This ground-breaking project in-
creases the Tribe’s land holdings 
by 10%. The property has over 13 
acres of large sedge and cattail 
dominated freshwater wetlands 

surrounded by mature Sitka 
spruce forest that serves as a 
rookery site for egrets and her-
ons. Mouralherwaqh represents 
the first piece of Wiyot ancestral 
forest lands to be repatriated to 
the Tribe, hosting one of the 
southernmost stands of Sitka 
spruce forest on the Pacific coast. 
Spruce root is important to the 
Wiyot art of basketry and is a cul-
tural item that up until this acqui-
sition could only be found off 
Tribally held lands, by either co-
management agreements or tres-
passing. Along with many tradi-
tions, the return of Mouralher-
waqh will allow for the passing 
on of traditional ecological 
knowledge (TEK) associated with 
ancestral forests, berry and ha-
zelnut picking, hunting, gather-
ing, and mushroom foraging to 
future generations of Wiyot peo-
ple. Of the acquisition, Ted Her-
nandez, the Wiyot Tribal Chair 
said, “This is another big histori-
cal moment for the Tribe and I 
am proud that the Wiyots are 
leading the way. In order for eve-
rything to heal in this world In-
digenous people need to have 

https://www.opc.ca.gov/prop1/
https://www.opc.ca.gov/prop1/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tCgcjLRgLB-odCP_BhZ7hYjG95En2bBG/view


In order for everything to heal in this world Indig-
enous people need to have their spiritual lands 
and their ceremonial lands back. When you step 
on this piece of property, this land, you feel like 
you go back in time. You look at the property and 
say – my ancestors, they made their arrowheads 
here, they cooked their acorns here, they made 
their dresses here, they made their regalia here, 
they had dances here. It’s like you’re in your own 
world, in your own peace - just seeing the forest 
and being able to put your foot down and feel the 
mother earth and feeling the energy. It’s a whole 
different place. That is my perspective as an Indig-
enous person being able to step back on my 
homeland that was taken from my people and 
has now been returned.”Interest in the Wiyot’s 
reclaiming of the Mouralherwaqh stemmed from 
earlier efforts by the Wiyot Natural Resources De-
partment (WNRD), who led by Adam Canter iden-
tified this biodiverse greenspace while working on 
a 2015 Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) Geospatial 
Program grant, mapping culturally important eth-
nobotanical species and plant communities 
around Wiyot ancestral territory. When the parcel 
was found on the open real estate market in 
2021, it became a priority for acquisition due to 
the numerous important cultural species found 
there in addition to being part of the culturally 
significant Mouralherwaqh village area. The 
Wiyot Tribe then developed a collaboration and 
proposal to make the acquisition possible through 
the OPC program.Following acquisition, the Tribe 
will be leading an effort to develop and imple-
ment an ecocultural restoration and management 
plan for the site that prioritizes cultural connec-
tions and water quality protection. The planning 
effort will incorporate extensive community en-
gagement to involve Tribal citizens in planning for 
the future of this special place. The plan will be 
led by Wiyot Tribe and Tribal staff with an initial 
goal of getting Wiyot citizens on the land to begin 

the visioning process. Some initial priorities for 
future work at the property include invasive spe-
cies removal, watershed and water quality resto-
ration, sea-level rise adaptation planning, cultural 
history interpretation, botanical, wildlife, and avi-
an monitoring, and cultural plant propagation and 
enhancement.  Cal Poly Humboldt has played a 
supporting role in the project with plans to incor-
porate student and faculty engagement into the 
project. Laurie Richmond, Environmental Science 
& Management (ESM) professor said, “what has 
excited me so much about this project is the 
unique partnership created between a Tribe, an 
academic institution, environmental NGOs, and a 
state agency – where all these different entities 
worked together to support the Wiyot Tribe to 
fulfill its vision and role as original stewards of the 
Wigi landscape. Cal Poly Humboldt has been hon-
ored to play a supporting role in the effort.” This 
partnership was born out of the Cal Poly Hum-
boldt Sea Level Rise Institute of which Adam Can-
ter (Natural Resource Director for the Wiyot 
Tribe)  and Laurie Richmond (Cal Poly Humboldt 
Professor) are co-chairs. The acquisition will in-
crease the Tribe’s resiliency in the face of sea-
level rise (SLR), providing the Tribe with higher 
elevation gathering lands not at risk of inundation 
and the opportunity to develop nature-based SLR 
resilience measures on the lower portions. The 
project provides a unique opportunity for Cal Poly 
Humboldt researchers to be involved in a Tribally-
led acquisition and restoration project. Students, 
faculty, and staff from the ESM Department, the 
Native American Studies Department, the Food 
Sovereignty Lab and Traditional Ecological Knowl-
edges Institute, and the Indian Natural Resources, 
Science, and Engineering Program  

http://humboldtslri.org/
http://humboldtslri.org/
https://nasp.humboldt.edu/fsl
https://nasp.humboldt.edu/fsl
https://nasp.humboldt.edu/fsl
https://inrsep.humboldt.edu/
https://inrsep.humboldt.edu/


among others will be involved in research and ecocultural restoration planning for the site relat-
ed to topics such as food sovereignty, food propagation, legal and financial considerations, wa-
ter quality, wetland and forest restoration and more. Dr. Cutcha Risling Baldy, Department Chair 
of Native American Studies & Co-Director of the Food Sovereignty Lab, said, “Cal Poly Humboldt 
is leading the way in bridging traditional ecological knowledge and Indigenous Science with re-
storative practices for land management and research. These partnerships between Cal Poly 
Humboldt and the Wiyot are inspirational for the next generation of scientists through hands-
on learning that centers tribal voices and supports community goals. We are excited for how 
this project can model best practices for working alongside tribal communities." The Ocean 
Protection Council (OPC), a cabinet-level state policy body nested within the California Natural 
Resources Agency (CNRA), awarded Proposition 1 funds to this project through a targeted 
coastal environmental justice solicitation. The solicitation provided a first-time dedicated path-
way for state investment in multi-benefit projects that improve water quality, ecosystem health, 
and climate resilience for communities burdened by environmental injustice.“We are grateful 
and humbled to have played a role in returning this land to the Wiyot Tribe”, said OPC’s Deputy 
Director, Jenn Eckerle. “This acquisition advances OPC’s strategic priorities to improve equity 
and environmental justice, but most importantly, it’s a significant milestone in reconnecting the 
Tribe to its ancestral lands and waters and using cultural knowledges and practices to restore 
and conserve nature along the coast.”Benefits from the project are likely to accrue for genera-
tions as the Tribal Council actively engages in project development and provides input for fu-
ture visioning of Mouralherwaqh as a culturally important gathering place for tribal members 
and as a vital ecosystem. By protecting and restoring the coastal uplands and wetlands in the 
area, improving water quality, and removing invasive species, this project also supports the 
state’s commitment to protect biodiversity and conserve 30 percent of our lands and coastal 
waters by 2030.“The return of ancestral lands and conserving culturally and ecologically im-
portant places are core commitments of the California Natural Resources Agency in our Nature-
Based Solutions work,” said CNRA’s Assistant Secretary for Tribal Affairs, Geneva E. B. Thomp-
son. “We are thankful for the Wiyot Tribe’s leadership in the protection of Mouralherwaqh and 
its important resources and excited to see these lands returned to the Tribe and their steward-
ship.  

https://www.californianature.ca.gov/pages/30x30
https://www.californianature.ca.gov/pages/30x30


. ”Humboldt Bay keeper provides water quality and botany exper-

tise and will contribute to efforts to monitor and seek to improve 

water quality at the site. Jen Kalt from Humboldt Bay keeper said, 

“We are honored to help return this special place to the original 

stewards, and to help restore its coastal wetland, streams, and bo-

tanical resources." Friends of the Dunes has and continues to sup-

port the project by providing guidance related to conservation land acquisition processes. This 

project and acquisition were only made possible through support from many different entities. 

Humboldt Area Foundation and HSU Sponsored Programs Foundation each provided financial sup-

port to assist with a timely appraisal of the site. Additionally, California Department of Fish and 

Wildlife, Humboldt County, City of Eureka, Pacific Birds Habitat Joint Venture, and Pacific Water-

shed Associates provided support and/or technical guidance for the project. Maria Rodriguez, a 

program manager for this grant and the Environmental Justice and Equity Lead at the Ocean Pro-

tection Council, played an instrumental role in moving the acquisition process forward and help-

ing this project come to fruition. The project team is grateful for all the support. Project leader Ad-

am Canter said, “We hope that this project can serve as a model for how tribes, academia, and 

non-governmental organizations can work together with state agencies to fcilitate the return of 

Indigenous lands to their original stewards, benefiting the environment and climate, while also 

providing access to nature and environmental justice to the communities that have been histori-

cally excluded by settler-colonialism and the structures of privilege that they perpetuated. The en-

during cultural landscape and return of Mouralherwaqh to the Wiyot people is one gleaming step 

toward the healing of the past that will shine over Wigi and the North Coast for generations to 

come.”   



Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez Wiyot Goutsuwe’n 2022 

On August 27, 2022 the Community came together to celebrate 

Wiyot Day the first time since 2019. It was an eventful day with  ven-

dors, dancers, singers .  We would like to  thank the staff and com-

munity members for the hard work put into the set up of  the days’ 

event.  A special thanks goes to Brian and Rosie Mead, Chad and 

Katie Cook, Mariah Buckley, and the Wiyot staff that stayed for 

countless hours. Also, the dancers that participated were All My Rela-

tions, Native Resistance Drum Group, and Torres-Martinez Desert Ca-

huilla Bird Singers, Jai Kibby and Bruce Kay and the Bear Dancers. We 

look forward to seeing you all next 

year. 

 

 

 



Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
Submitted By: Alex Juan  

Pikeminnow Suppression: The Most Effective Techniques Yet 

Since Sacramento Pikeminnow were first introduced to the Eel River, they have been an absolute 

nightmare for native fishes. Their rapid population explosion and ravenous fish-eating habits com-

bine to produce a river environment more treacherous than ever for juvenile salmonids and lam-

preys. Since 2019, the WNRD has continuously fought against the invasion with a variety of strat-

egies, and this summer new permitting has allowed us to implement the most effective methods 

yet. 

 First, the gillnet shuffle. The ‘gillnet shuffle’ involves two gillnets placed across the river up-

stream and downstream of a known pikeminnow school. The downstream net is placed first, then 

the upstream net is slowly moved downstream, trapping the school inside and giving fish no other 

way out than through the nets, at which point those large enough become entangled.  

 If executed correctly, the gillnet shuffle is an incredibly efficient technique and can remove 

almost all large pikeminnow from a pool in a short amount of time. For example, on July 13 a sin-

gle gillnet shuffle caught 17 large pikeminnow (averaging 16.4 inches) in just over an hour and a 

half from parking to leaving - no other method has come close to having that level of success 

since efforts began! 

 Second, spearfishing. Under the guidance of fisheries biolo-

gist and experienced spearfisherman Bill Matsubu, the WNRD team 

used spearfishing to remove some of the largest pikeminnow yet 

seen from the Eel, with two individuals each measuring 21.3 inches 

not counting the tail. The largest pikeminnow consume the most 

fish, making them the most desirable to get out of the river – spear-

fishing seems to be a fantastic technique for getting these lunkers. 

 The WNRD will continue pikeminnow suppression using 

these and other methods into the fall and for many years to come. 

Tribal members, friends, and anyone interested are welcome to vol-

unteer- we can use your help! Please direct inquiries to WNRD 

Fisheries Biologist Bill Matsubu at wmatsubu@wiyot.us. 
WNRD youth intern Cairo 

Rios proved to be one of 

the best spearfishermen in 

the department! 

mailto:wmatsubu@wiyot.us


Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 

Getting weir(d  

Weirs are man-made 

structures in streams 

made to act similar 

to dams, but fish are 

often able to pass 

through depending 

on the dimensions of 

the weir. Weirs are used for research purposes, 

influence management decisions, and can overall 

share information regarding the health of fish 

populations. 

Returning from a trip up to Sitka, I’ve only been 

reflecting on the contrasts between the fish pop-

ulations here and there. I boated and dived 

around for three days in the waters surrounding 

Baranof Island where Sitka is located. Nearly eve-

ry river mouth and water seep would have hun-

dreds if not thousands of pink and sockeye salm-

on swimming around, gently breaking the 

water’s surface with their dorsal fins, and occa-

sionally leaping out of the water. I had the oppor-

tunity to visit the picket fence weir at Redoubt 

Lake which is managed by the U.S. Forest Ser-

vice. Fish are counted and recorded as they swim 

through the weir which later determines man-

agement decisions regarding harvest for the sea-

son. At the outlet of the lake, and at the foot of 

the tidally influenced falls, there had to have 

been a thousand sockeye waiting for high tide to 

climb up the falls and pass through the weir.  

During the spring of 

2021 I had the oppor-

tunity to operate the 

life cycle monitoring 

station on Freshwater 

Creek, one of the trib-

utaries to Humboldt 

Bay. The Freshwater weir is 

one of a kind – it's a perma-

nent fixed panel weir with a 

fyke panel trap. Over 20 

years of data have been col-

lected at this station on 

freshwater life stages of 

salmonids, Pacific lamprey, 

and other fish visitors like 

starry flounders and prickly sculpin. I collected 

data on juvenile coho 

and trout as they were 

swimming down-

stream in their jour-

ney. I inserted PIT tags 

in juvenile coho salm-

on that would help 

monitor migratory habits. I was lucky enough to 

also hold adult Pacific lamprey in my hands and 

insert PIT tags in their muscular bodies. During 

my few months at the station, there were less 

than five adult steelhead caught and released. 

Although the migrations are completely switched 

around – salmon are moving to freshwater in the 

summer months in Alaska, whereas movement is 

in the winter time here -  the difference in num-

bers are obvious. The weir at Redoubt has ob-

served 80,000 fish pass through this year alone, 

and that number continues to climb. In North 

Coast streams, we’re lucky to observe spawning 

adults in double digits.  

Visiting the weir in Alaska gave me an idea of 

what the Eel River looked like in the past, and 

what it can look like in the future. It only made 

me feel more thankful for every single salmonid 

and lamprey I have the honor of laying my eyes 

on. 

Submitted By; Marissa McGrew 



Submitted By; Ted Hernandez  

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 



Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 

Submitted By; Ted Hernandez  



Submitted By: Lynnika Butler  

Soulatuk Hougougou’ wurruwisugu’l “brinigng the 

Wiyot language back to life” 



Soulatuk Hougougou’ wurruwisugu’l “bringing the 

Wiyot language back to life” 
Submitted By: Lynnika Butler  



Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center 
Submitted By: Marnie Atkins  



Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center 
Submitted By: Marnie Atkins  



Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center 
Submitted By: Marnie Atkins  



This summer we have collaborated with uxo ar-

chitects and local tribal members to go out into the 

community to talk to people about their visions of 

home, asking questions like: 

What is most important for you to have in a home? 

If you could live anywhere in the region, where 

would you live? 

As our region grows, where do you think we should 

build more housing? 

Through these conversations we are collecting insights that will guide the 

design of Dishgamu Humboldt’s future housing developments, while also educating the community 

about our work as the Wiyot Tribe’s Community Land Trust and how we seek to address the environ-

mental challenges that confront our growing region. We hope we met some of the Wiyot tribal 

members at the Dishgamu Humboldt table at the Wiyot Day celebration on August 27th, and you got 

to participate in our interactive mapping activity and housing puzzle, and that you let us know what 

it means for you to be home! The Dishgamu Community Land Trust (CLT) is a very young Tribal De-

partment, which means we are still growing into what we can and should be to best serve tribal 

members. As you already know, the Wiyot Tribe is already showing the world what “Land Back” can 

mean in concreate and practical terms,  from the historic return of Tuluwat Island to the recent re-

turn of Mouralherwaqh. The Dishgamu CLT is developing strategies, programs, and projects to build 

on those successes. 

On that front, we have some exciting news from our work with private donations and community 

outreach. At the Aug 8th Tribal Council Business meeting the Council voted to accept the return 

of .28 acres of flat, undeveloped land located on Harrison Ave in Eureka. We are working with the 

Tribal Administrator to explore building Wiyot Housing on that site.  

Council also voted to approve the return of two acres of wooded land in Bayside. There is an existing 

A-frame home on this parcel, the grantor has retained what is known as a “Life Estate” on this par-

cel, which means that although he has gifted the title to the parcel to 

the Wiyot Tribe, he has the right to live there until he dies.  

We are also working on some “not yet official” opportunities that we 

expect to be able to share with you in next month’s newsletter. We 

are excited to share that we are hiring a new Project Manager to help 

bring Land Back to the Tribe and to build affordable deep green hous-

ing for our community. We would love to see a Wiyot Tribal in that 

position. So if you (or someone you know) are interested please check out the job announcement at 

www.indeed.com or www.wiyot.us. 

Dishgamu “Love”  
Submitted By; Morgan March  

Humboldt - Hinarr Da’l! 



















Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By; Adam Canter  

Introduction – Marisa McGrew, WNRD Fisheries 

My name is Marisa, and I’m a lover of the Eel and Pacific lamprey. Originally hailing from the 

foothills of the Sierra and the south fork of the American River, I moved up to Humboldt in 

2014 to attend Humboldt State University (now Cal Poly Humboldt). I earned a degree in Envi-

ronmental Science with a focus in ecological restoration and a minor in botany. I’ve always en-

joyed the water through whitewater rafting and swimming, but I truly fell in love with river eco-

systems when I was in my fifth year of college and spent hours peering through a microscope at 

benthic macroinvertebrates collected from the Trinity River.  

This fascination grew when I joined the Watershed Stewards Program and I was serving my 

term at the California Conservation Corps in Fortuna where I also worked closely with Eel River 

Watershed Improvement Group (ERWIG). This is where my love for the Eel River began. With 

the CCC and ERWIG I was hiking and sometimes crawling in tributaries to the South Fork de-

signing large wood features to enhance salmonid habitat and stream complexity. Later in the 

season I was working alongside and supervising CCC crews to implement those wood struc-

tures with the use of grip hoists and wood drills. Immediately following my WSP term, ERWIG 

hired me on as a Project Manager to stick around for a few months. I then started my rotation 

of ERWIG in the summer and fall, and then hopping on CDFW crews conducting spawner sur-

veys. In the spring of 2021 while at the CDFW Arcata office, I had the amazing opportunity to 

observe and tag juvenile salmonids at the Freshwater weir. Another fish that would often swim 

through were adult Pacific lamprey. This beautiful, slithery stick of swimming butter captured 

my heart. I was lucky enough to hold many lamprey, look up close in awe at their mouths full of 

teeth, and feel their muscular bodies wriggle in my hands.  

I’m excited to continue working in the Eel River basin for the Wiyot Tribe. My current mini pro-

ject is collecting water samples from multiple sites within the Eel using eDNA kits. These kits 

will be used to detect phytoplankton, macroinvertebrates, fish and other species assemblages. 

I will be particularly interested in detections of Pacific lamprey, and build upon the lamprey 

monitoring system. For the love of lamprey! 



Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

September 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 
Oregon 

Shakespeare 
Festival 

3 

4 
Blackberry  

Music Festi-
val Mt. Shas-

ta, CA 

5 
Tribal Office 
closed Labor 

Day Observed  

6 7 8 9 10 
Full Moon 

11 

Happy Na-
tional Grand-
parent's Day 

12 
BCM Meeting 

@ 4pm 
Held by 

zoom/phone 

13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 
First day of 

Fall 

23 
California    

Indian Day 

24 
Round Valley 
Indian Days 

25 26 27 28 29 
Redwood 

Coast Music 
Festival 

30  



Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 
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Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 
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Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez Council Minutes August 08, 2022 

Council present: Ted Hernandez, Brian Mead  Vanessa Rios and Hazel Garcia & 

Aaron Stephenson 

Staff Present: Michelle Vassel,  Ted Hernandez, David Cobb, Robert Pitts Jr. & 

Fawn Lopez  

Guest speakers Trout Unlimited & Zachary Erickson 

•   The agenda was approved  

•   The consent calendar was approved  

•    Council approved  donation of Property at APN 015-124-002 (1725 Harrison 

Ave, Eureka)  

•     Council approved donation of APN 501-092-050 (164 Deer Fern Lane, Bay-

side)  

•      Council Natural Resource Department staff travel to the 2022 Salmonid 

Restoration Federation Coho Confab (September 9-11th 2022) in Leggett, 

California.  

•     Council approved Resolution #22-16 o submit a NOAA Fisheries Restoration 

Center Transformation Habitat Restoration and Coastal Resilience Grant due 

September 6, 2022  

•     Council Resolution #22-17 to join Round Valley Indian Tribe on a FY22 NOAA 

Fish Passage proposal to support the Potter Valley Project decommissioning 

process due August 29th, 2022  

•     Council Fiscal Year 2022 Tribal Historic Preservation Fund Award letter and 

adopt Budget  

•    Council No-cost extension and adopt budget modification for Lhatsik Harutk-

shi (“Moving Stories”) ANA-ARPA 90XN0020-01-00 Grant  

•    Council approved 2022 Wiyot Day modified budget and adopt budget  

•    Council approved Memorandum of Understanding with Sheriff Department   

•    Council approved Phase 3 of the COVID-19 Community Mitigation Plan to 

reopen the Tribal Office   

•     Council  denied project in Manila  

•      Directive Tribal Administrator to create climate dialog at the next all staff 
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Did you 

move 

and for-

get to 

change your address? You 

can fax 707-733-5601 or 

email  address-

change@wiyot.us  This 

will help in getting your 

mail to you in a timely 

manner, if your address 

isn't up to date then this 

will slow your RSTF, news-

letter and other important 

Tribal mail in getting to 

you. Please note there is a 

$25.00 charge for a stop 

payment for RSTF checks, 

our policy has always 

been Tribal members need 

to wait 90 days from the 

date the checks were 

mailed out to reissue an-

other RSTF check. It is very 

important to keep an up-

dated address on file, you 

can call the Tribal Office to 

check your address 707-

733-5055 80388-7633 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
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Wiyot Tribal Council 
Ted Hernandez …...Tribal Chairman (2020-2024) 

Brian Mead…...Vice Chairman (2022-2026) 

Marnie Atkins…...Secretary (2021-2025) 

rrawuraghu’miyuk Linda Lange…...Treasurer (2019-2023) 

Vanessa Rios…...Council Member ( 2021-2025) 

Hazel Garcia…...Council Member (2019-2023) 

Aaron Stephenson …...Council Member (2020-2024) 

Da Rou Gawok “Everyone working Together”                                                         
Michelle Vassel…...Tribal Administrator   

      Fawn Lopez...Executive Assistant  to TA/Council Clerk                                                                        

Lisa Stephenson…...Enrollment Clerk 

Vanessa Rios…………..Receptionist  

Heather Blevins…….Emergency Operator   

 Aaron Stephenson...Maintenance  Technician  

Melvin “Junior” Farmer...Maintenance  Assistant 

Sebastian Rios Moreno…...Grounds Keeper 

 

Hiwechk “Money” 
Farzad Forouhar …..Fiscal Technician 

Jack Kennard………..Fiscal Technician  

 

Gou’will da lalouluwuk “Taking care of People” 
Robert Pitts Jr……..Health & Human Service Director                                                                                  

Alicia Morgan..Laqilh Haluni Assistant 

Gary Markussen Sr.…….…...ICWA  Advocate 

Vacant…...Transportation Driver 

Peggy Orcutt……….Social Work Advocate 

Noell Danis……….....Social Work Advocate                                                                           

Dr. Rita Wafler…...Licensed MFT 

Jennifer  Boak…….Counseling Mental Heath  

 

 

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 
 Ted Hernandez…...Cultural Director 

Hazel Garcia…...Cultural Assistant 

Dr. Lynnika Butler ………….Linguist 

Vacant…...Language Specialist 

Marnie Atkins…...Cultural Museum Manager 

 

Tsek Houdaqh “Where the Children are” 
Vacant  …….Youth Program Manager 

Margaret Card……..Johnson O’Malley Coordinator 

Grant Bryant…...Youth Program Assistant 
 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We belong to the Wilderness” 
Adam Canter…...Natural Resources Director 

Dr. Bill Matsubu.…….Fisheries Biologist 

Vacant…...Natural Resources Technician 

Vacant...Natural Resources Technician  

1000 Wiyot Drive 

Loleta, California 95551 

 

Phone: 

707.733.5055/800.388.7633 

Fax: 707.733.5601 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 



Change of Address Request Form 
This is to confirm that my new mailing address is as follows:   

 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ______________________________  City:  ______________________  State:  _____ Zip:________ 

 

Email:  ______________________________   Telephone:  (          )  ____________________________ 

 

Previous Names Used:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Children who will be effected (legal name and Date of Birth:   

 

____________________________     _____________________________  ______________________________ 

 

 

____________________________     _____________________________   ______________________________ 

 

 

Signature:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wiyot Tribe 

1000 Wiyot Dr 

Loleta, CA 95551 


