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The Da’luk    
NOW ACCEPTING HIP APPLICATIONS 

The Wiyot Tribe is currently 

accepting Bureau of Indian Affairs 

(BIA) Housing Improvement Program 

(HIP) Housing Assistance Applica-

tions for Fiscal Year 2023.  We would 

be grateful if you submitted your ap-

plication completely filled out along 

with all proper documents as re-

quested, no later than the end of day 

on November 30, 2022. The Housing 

Improvement Program (HIP) is a 

home repair, renovation, replace-

ment and new housing grant pro-

gram administered by the Bureau of 

Indian Affairs (BIA) and federally-

recognized Indian Tribes for Ameri-

can Indians and Alaska Native (AI/

AN) individuals and families who 

have no immediate resource for 

standard housing. While not an enti-

tlement program, HIP was estab-

lished under The Snyder Act of 1921 

as one of several BIA programs au-

thorized by Congress for the benefit 

of Indian people. WHO IS ELIGIBLE? 

To be eligible for HIP assistance, you 

must be a Wiyot Tribal citizen; have 

an income that does not exceed 

150% of the U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Services (DHHS) 

Poverty Guidelines; have present 

housing that is substandard, as de-

fined by the regulations; have no 

other resource for housing assis-

tance; and have not acquired your 

present housing through a federally 

sponsored housing program that 

includes such housing assistance. 

WHO CAN I CONTACT ABOUT OTHER 

INDIAN HOUSING PROGRAMS? The 

U.S. Department of Housing and Ur-

ban Development is the primary pro-

vider of new housing on Indian reser-

vations and in Indian communities 

through the Office of Native Ameri-

can Programs, the sponsor of Indian 

Housing Authorities (IHA’s) and Trib-

ally Designated Housing Entities 

(TDHE’s). Other federal housing re-

sources available to AI/AN are the 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

(USDA) Rural Housing Program and 

the U.S. Department of Veterans 

Affairs (VA) Direct Home Loan Pro-

gram. WHAT DOES HIP PROVIDE? 

Interim Improvements: Provides up 

to $7,500 in housing repairs for con-

ditions that threaten the health and/

or safety of the occupants. Repairs 

and Renovation: Provides up to 

$60,000 in repairs and renovation to 

improve the condition of a home-

owner’s dwelling to meet applicable 

building code standards. Replace-

ment Housing: Provides a modest 

replacement home if a homeowner’s 

dwelling cannot be brought to appli-

cable building code standards. New 

Housing: Provides a modest new 

home if you do not own a home, you 

may be eligible if you are the owner 

or leaseholder of land suitable for 

housing and the lease is for not less 

than 25 years at the time assistance 

is received WHAT IS THE HIP INCOME 

GUIDELINE? The HIP Income Guide-

line is comprised of two charts, one 

for the Lower 48 states and the oth-

er for Alaska. The income figures on 

the chart establish the points you 

will receive for the first Need Rank-

ing Factor based on Annual House-

hold Income. Applicants with an an-

nual household income exceeding 

150 percent of the federal Poverty 

Guideline are not eligible for the pro-

gram. Please remember to complete 

ALL questions and do not leave any 

areas blank. It is CRITICAL that all 

income verification documents are 

completed and submitted along with 

the application for all citizens 18 

years of age or older. Incomplete 

applications will not be processed.   

Furthermore, all applications and 

income verification must be POST-

MARKED no later than November 

30, 2022 or submitted in person at 

the Tribal Office before close of busi-

ness at 4:00 P.M. on Wednesday No-

vember 30th.  
  











Submitted By; Ted Hernandez  

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 
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Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 

Wiy’ot Dress comes 

home!  



Submitted By; Ted Hernandez  

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 



Soulatuk Hougougou’ wurruwisugu’l “bringing the 

Wiyot language back to life” Submitted By: Lynnika Butler  

Ha’wa’lou everyone! 



Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center 
Submitted By: Marnie Atkins  

Friendly Reminder for Residents that live on the Reservation  

Beginning in October the Grounds Maintenance will be trimming up any bushes or hedges 

that are blocking sidewalks, water meters or the fire lane. Please make sure any garbage or 

anything that is blocking access for the grounds maintenance to trim be removed. This will 

be an on going project until completed. We thank you for your cooperation. If you have any 

questions please call the Tribal Office and ask for Heather 707-733-5055.  



Dishgamu “Love”  
Submitted By; Morgan March  
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Congratulations  

  Cheryl Seidner! 

 

Cheryl submitted her 

hand made quilt into this 

years Humboldt County Fair, she received 2nd 

place! Cheryl has been sewing since 2014 and 

enjoys sewing with her sewing group and they 

meet often.  

Dishgamu “Love”  
Submitted By; Morgan March  



How to Submit an obituary and apply for burial assistance  

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

When a loved one pass-

es it is a stressful time for fami-

lies.  This article is intended to 

assist families in the days and 

weeks after a loved one’s 

death. Whether the funeral 

was prepared for years in ad-

vance, or the death was unex-

pected and you’re making all 

the arrangements in a grief-

stricken hurry. The first step for 

writing an obituary is to deter-

mine were to publish it.  It’s 

common for families to publish 

obituaries in multiple newspa-

pers, depending on the wishes 

of their loved one. You’ll need 

to start by making a list of all 

the local or national newspa-

pers you’d like to use for the 

obituary.   Most people choose 

the local papers where their 

deceased relative spent the 

most time. For instance, their 

hometown or place of resi-

dence. In addition, if they’re 

well-known either profession-

ally or in another regard, na-

tional newspapers professional 

publications or organizational 

publications might be interest-

ed in an obituary about their 

life.  Wiyot Tribal citizens and 

families often opt to submit an 

obituary to the Wiyot news-

letter.  Think about the people 

who would want to know 

about the persons passing and 

about the details of the ser-

vices and what publications 

would best get that infor-

mation to them.   When you’re 

writing the obituary, pay close 

attention to newspaper guide-

lines. They might have certain 

requirements you need to fol-

low for publication. Some of 

the things to consider are word 

count, names and dates, pho-

tos.  All these things will also 

impact the cost. As you’d ex-

pect, longer obituaries with 

photos will cost more. The 

range for your obituary cost 

could be anywhere from $200-

$400. Most newspapers charge 

by the line, so more content 

costs more.   The Wiyot news-

letter does not charge fees to 

submit an obituary for a tribal 

member, or a person who is 

part of a tribal member’s fami-

ly.  Locally the Lost Coast Out-

post also runs obituaries for 

Humboldt County residents at 

no charge.  A traditional obitu-

ary contains the name, date of 

death, hometown, cause of 

death (if appropriate).  It also 

describes the deceased’s per-

sons life, career highlights, mili-

tary services, notable achieve-

ments, lifelong passions places 

the person lived for many 

years, and organizations that 

the person was a part of.    It is 

customary to include the per-

sons date and place of birth, 

siblings, and parents, and im-

mediate family members he/

she is survived by (feel free to 

include pets!) as well as those 

your loved one was prede-

ceased by.  Finally, the obituary 

usually contains information on 

the wake, funeral service, or 

other memorials, plus any do-

nation requests or directives 

made by or on behalf of the 

deceased.  Writing an obituary 

is very hard but is a piece of 

your loved one’s lasting legacy 

and it is a truly personal way to 

commemorate a loved one in a 

memorable way.  Finally, be-

fore you submit, check for 

grammar and spelling errors. 

The last thing you want to do is 

publish your loved one’s obitu-

ary only to notice a minor error 

after the fact.   

Submitted By: Michelle Vassel  



Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

Funeral homes often work with families to help produce 

the obituary, while this might cost an extra fee, some-

times the fee is worth having an experienced person help 

you handle this process.   

Each publication has its own process. You might need to 
go through an online form or send an email to the obitu-
ary editor. It’s important to follow these guidelines closely 
to ensure your obituary is received properly.  The Wiyot Tribe accepts obituaries by email 
(councilsupport@wiyot.us) or by mail to 1000 Wiyot Dr, Loleta, CA 95551.  Note that the Wiyot 
newsletter is once per month publication and is mailed by the first day of every month of the year.  
Depending on the timing of the services it is the obituary may be published after the date of the 
services.  The Tribe can post the obits on Facebook, make sure to let staff know that it is okay to do 
so.  The Lost Coast Outpost accepts them by email (news@lostcoastoutpost.com) with obituary in 
the subject line.  Once published, or if you did not submit an obituary to publication, you can share 
the obituary with others through your social media accounts.  There is no “right way” to write the 
obituary or where to publish it, it is important for your family to discuss and make choices that are 
appropriate for your family based on your loved ones wishes.   
 If your family member is a citizen of the Wiyot Tribe, the Tribe offers $500 burial assistance 
to tribal members families due to the passing of a family member.  These funds can be made di-
rectly to the funeral home/mortuary to reduce the overall cost to the family.  The form can be 
found on the Tribe’s website:    https://www.wiyot.us/DocumentCenter/View/2994/Burial-
Assistance-Support-Application?bidId=.   To apply, complete and return the application with re-
quired supporting documentation to Peggy at Health & Human Services Department, 1000 Wiyot 
Drive, Loleta, CA 95551, or call her for more information at 707-733-5055. 

 

Submitted By: Michelle Vassel  

How to Submit an obituary and apply for burial assistance  
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My name is Zachary Joseph 

Erickson, I am a member of the Cherokee Nation and am currently in 

my last semester of graduate school at Cal Poly Humboldt. I was born 

in Santa Cruz County and have early memories of climbing in the gi-

ant old-growth redwood stumps. Although I spent the first six years 

of my life on the coast, my family soon moved to the central valley in Chico, CA. Chico is a small 

town nestled among towering valley oaks and at the base of blue oak woodlands in the foothills of 

the Sierra Nevada Mountains. After graduating from a small community college, I finally returned to 

the ocean and the redwood forests transferring to Humboldt State University in 2016.  

In 2018, I graduated from Humboldt State University (before it became Cal Poly) with a bachelor’s 

in forestry and began work as a consulting forester in Mendocino County. For over two and a half 

years I practiced forestry working with both small landowners, and large industrial timber compa-

nies. During this time, I developed plans for timber harvest, reducing wildfire risk, and post-wildfire 

harvest and damage assessments. I returned to Cal Poly Humboldt (the name of the school changed 

while I was gone) to study tribal forestry.  

For the past two years, I have worked with Wiyot Tribe members as part of my thesis. I have con-

ducted interviews to understand views on a potential co-management relationship between Cal 

Poly Humboldt and the Wiyot Tribe in a university owned forest at the headwaters of Goukdi’n 

(Jacoby Creek). I am currently finishing this chapter of my thesis and am looking to have the study 

published within the next month. 

When I am not writing my graduate thesis project or working in forestry, you will find me outside, in 

nature. I have been rock climbing for close to 10 years, I have surfed and swam in the ocean for as 

long as I can remember, and I enjoy working on classic Volkswagen cars. During the times that my 

1969 Volkswagen Bus is running, I enjoy driving slowly on camping trips up and down the coast with 

my partner Shayda and my dog Beulah. If you ever see me, please drive around because when I say 

“driving slow” I mean that the bus has a top speed of 55 miles per hour. 

I am honored and excited to begin work as the Wiyot Tribe’s Forest Resources Specialist. My hopes 

and goals for the position are focused on increasing the capacity for forest management and contin-

uing the restoration of the Wiyot Tribe’s ancestral forests such as Mouralherwaqh. I also look for-

ward to working with tribal members, and especially tribal youth, interested in forestry. While I will 

utilize my education and experience in forestry to help support the Wiyot Tribe’s goals for forest 

management and restoration, I look forward to learning from each of you. I am grateful and hum-

bled to join the Wiyot Tribe’s NRD team. I am looking forward to working together to restore the 

Wiyot Tribe's ancestral forests. 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

Submitted By: Zach Erickson 
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To submit public comments for this meeting prior to meeting, please email comments to coun-

cilsupport@wiyot.us by 12pm Monday 10/24/2022. All public comments received by 12pm will be 

read into the record during the regular meeting, also to receive a link for the meeting please re-

quest the link before 12pm  10/24/2022. Public comments received after 12pm will not be read in-

to the record but will be included in the official minutes.  

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
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Coho Confab reflections  

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
Submitted By; Marissa McGrew 

Fish and river folk gathered over the weekend of Sep-
tember 9th on the tail end of a heat wave. We were 
all lucky enough to be welcomed on the grounds of 
the Rangjung Yeshe Gomde Buddhist Retreat Center 
in Leggett. The first evening opened the room up for 
discussion initiated by Darren Mierau of CalTrout on 
the state of the SF Eel. Here’s a room full of people 
who are and continue to do good work on the SF, yet there has been no full bounce back seen on 
the recovery of salmonids. The question posed is what else needs to change? Someone murmured 
not so quietly “COVID-20.” While this was a dark joke and in no means a serious suggestion, folks 
acknowledge yet again the threat of climate change and overpopulation.  
I think we’re all learning that species recovery is going to be a long-term effort with observed long-
term benefit. The SF Eel is not going to support hundreds of thousands of fish in the next five years. 
Perhaps this will be observed 60 years down the road and perhaps even more. However, legislatures 
do not understand this yet they are the entities putting out the funds to support species recovery 
efforts. There should be continued effort and a sense of normalcy to reaching out to government 
representatives in regards to conservation efforts. This is a major way to continue that flow of mon-
ey towards those efforts. 
I attended the Restoration Variety Hour led by Anna Halligan from Trout Unlimited and Isaac Mikus 
from Eel River Watershed Improvement Group (ERWIG). We toured numerous large wood loading 
projects in the upper SF Eel watershed, some of which I had worked on in my previous employment 
with ERWIG. Kenny Creek was at the top of the tour. Kenny Creek is one of the last major tributaries 
in the upper SF Eel that support coho salmon. A deadbeat culvert had been replaced with a bridge 
that opened up a few more miles of cold water refugia for juveniles and adults. The tour continued 
to Redwood Creek (one of many, this one in Branscomb) to view more large wood implementation 
as well as construction of off channel ponds. Dutch Charlie Creek was the last creek where large 
wood has been implemented in a highly incised stretch of stream. 
I helped present on the last day of the Confab with our pikeminnow project partners. Pictured is the 
group of attendees listening in on the ecology of Sacramento pikeminnow, how they got here, their 
impact on native fishes and the watershed, and suppression efforts. A smaller group of people in-
cluding myself snorkeled in a deep pool to get our eyes on some massive pikeminnow individuals. 
I left this event feeling inspired by the amount of groups and individuals who care deeply about the 
SF Eel. I also felt the extreme amount of pressure that is lying on these people to continue doing 
good work that can sometimes feel dismal. However, I thoroughly believe this work can’t be done 
with a sense of dread. The long-term benefit should be kept at the forefront of this marathon to re-
store fish populations and habitat in the SF Eel. 



Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 

WNRD begins Habitat Restoration  

The Wiyot Natural Resources Department (WNRD) has been making strides in re-
storing and protecting the waters across the Tribes' ancestral territory. A recent Pacific 
Coast Salmon Restoration Fund grant will allow the WNRD to start a habitat restoration 
program. More specifically, this grant will provide the WNRD funding to visit potential 
habitat restoration sites, attend training, participate in ecological/restoration confer-
ences, and write proposals to conduct effective habitat restoration projects. In antici-
pation of starting this habitat restoration program, the WNRD has applied for funds to 
study and restore conditions in the lower Eel River. Salmon and steelhead born any-
where in the Eel River basin must pass through the Lower Eel River as both juveniles 
and adults and rely on good habitat quality to succeed. Unfortunately, dysfunction in 
the Lower Eel River leads to insufficient, poor-quality habitat at best and brutal condi-
tions at worst and prevents the recovery of salmonids in the entire Eel River. Adult Chi-
nook salmon are particularly hard-hit; disconnected reaches of the mainstem Lower 
Eel River force them to wait for weeks to months in the degraded estuary or in isolated 
pools until fall rains enable passage to freshwater spawning habitat. These conditions 
put adult salmonids at immediate risk of poaching, disease, or thermal-induced death, 
and the stress and increased energy expenditures decrease the likelihood of successful 
reproduction by remaining survivors that ultimately reach freshwater spawning habi-
tat. The proposed project will identify and test restoration techniques to create hold-
ing habitat, prioritize locations, and implement restoration of the lower river that will 
benefit adult salmonids, lamprey, and sturgeon returning to the entire watershed. Oth-
er potential restoration projects include the Hikshari' (Elk River) and Van Duzen. On the 
Hikshari', WNRD collaborated with Cal Trout on a proposal for the restoration project 
west of highway 101. If funded, the WNRD will grow and plant the restoration project 
area with native plants to prevent non-native species from invading the new habitats. 
In addition to expanding the nursery operations and oversight at the Table Bluff Reser-
vation, we receive funding to grow plants adequate for 20 acres of revegetation. We 
are also collaborating with the Bureau of Land Management to replace a problematic, 
aging culvert that is a potential barrier to lamprey and juvenile summer steelhead in 
Butte Creek (Van Duzen watershed). The culvert was highlighted in our previous 
Wiyot/Stillwater lamprey assessment report because it has a concrete apron that 
forms a right angle, which may prevent adults from passing during some flows. 

Submitted By; Bill Matsubu 
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Furthermore, this summer, the WNRD collaborated with the Round Valley Indian 
Tribe on a proposal for salmonid passage remediation and tribal capacity building on 
the Mainstem Eel River near the Potter Valley Project. The Potter Valley Project, which 
is currently operated by Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E), is set to begin decommission-
ing by January 2024, a process that will likely result in the removal of Scott Dam in the 
upper Eel River. Removing this dam will be the most considerable restoration activity 
in the Eel River watershed. In addition, it will provide hundreds of miles of additional 
stream habitat to threatened steelhead and Chinook salmon. The PVP Decommission 
process is a historic moment for the Eel River. It is a priority to ensure that this process 
is fully informed by the best available science and with the input of local tribes. This 
project will support necessary instream flow management to improve anadromous 
fish passage and to inform the ongoing and future direction of the Potter Valley Project 
(PVP) in the Eel River, California. The project will also enable increased tribal capacity 
to participate in large-scale management decisions about the future of the PVP and 
the Eel River fisheries. The WNRD is excited to continue restoring habitats and pro-
tecting sensitive species that are a priority to Wiyot Tribe members and the public. 
Other benefits of expanding the WNRD to conduct habitat restoration will be employ-
ment opportunities and training available to Tribe members. For example, we will be 
hiring two fisheries technicians this winter (to work in spring) and likely several other 
positions depending on the funding of the proposals, as mentioned earlier. Please be 
on the lookout for job opportunities at the Wiyot.us website or 
email wmatsubu@wiyot.us to be contacted when opportunities arise.  

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 

Figure 1. Adult Chinook holding in 
one of the few pools in the limited 
and degraded habitat in the Lower 
Eel River. (photo credit David Sop-
jes) 

Figure 2. Wiyot Tribal Youth Intern in 
the study reach on Wiyot owned land 
near Cock Robin Island.  

Submitted By; Bill Matsubu 
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October 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
Semi-Annul 

Mtg Polls 
open 10am-

1pm 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 
Full Moon 

10 
Tribal Office 

closed  
Indigenous 

Day Observed  

11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 
Farmers Mar-
ket Potawot 
Arcata 12-

2pm 

22 

23 24 
BCM Meeting 

@ 4pm 
Held by 

zoom/phone 

25 26 27 28 29 

30 31 
Happy  

Halloween  

     

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
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Did you move and forget 

to 

change 

your ad-

dress? 

You can fax 707-733-5601 

or email  address-

change@wiyot.us  This 

will help in getting your 

mail to you in a timely 

manner, if your address 

isn't up to date then this 

will slow your RSTF, news-

letter and other important 

Tribal mail in getting to 

you. Please note there is a 

$25.00 charge for a stop 

payment for RSTF checks, 

our policy has always 

been Tribal members need 

to wait 90 days from the 

date the checks were 

mailed out to reissue an-

other RSTF check. It is very 

important to keep an up-

dated address on file, you 

can call the Tribal Office to 

check your address 707-

733-5055 80388-7633 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 
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Wiyot Tribal Council 
Ted Hernandez …...Tribal Chairman (2020-2024) 

Brian Mead…...Vice Chairman (2022-2026) 

Marnie Atkins…...Secretary (2021-2025) 

rrawuraghu’miyuk Linda Lange…...Treasurer (2019-2023) 

Vanessa Rios…...Council Member ( 2021-2025) 

Hazel Garcia…...Council Member (2019-2023) 

Aaron Stephenson …...Council Member (2020-2024) 

Da Rou Gawok “Everyone working Together”                                                         
Michelle Vassel…...Tribal Administrator   

      Fawn Lopez...Executive Assistant  to TA/Council Clerk                                                                        

Lisa Stephenson…...Enrollment Clerk 

Vanessa Rios…………..Receptionist  

Hazel Garcia…………….Receptionist 

Heather Blevins…….Emergency Operator   

Melvin “Junior” Farmer...Maintenance  Assistant 

Sebastian Rios Moreno…...Grounds Keeper 

 

Hiwechk “Money” 
Farzad Forouhar …..Fiscal Technician 

Jack Kennard………..Fiscal Technician  

 

Gou’will da lalouluwuk “Taking care of People” 
Robert Pitts Jr……..Health & Human Service Director                                                                                  

Alicia Morgan..Laqilh Haluni Assistant 

Gary Markussen Sr.…….…...ICWA  Advocate 

Vacant…...Transportation Driver 

Peggy Orcutt……….Social Work Advocate 

Vacant……….....Social Work Advocate                                                                           

Dr. Rita Wafler…...Licensed MFT 

Vacant…….Counseling Mental Heath  

 

 

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 
 Ted Hernandez…...Cultural Director 

Vacant…...Cultural Assistant 

Dr. Lynnika Butler ………….Linguist 

Vacant…...Language Specialist 

Marnie Atkins…...Cultural Museum Manager 

 

Tsek Houdaqh “Where the Children are” 
Vacant  …….Youth Program Manager 

Vacant……..Johnson O’Malley Coordinator 

Vacant…...Youth Program Assistant 
 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We belong to the Wilderness” 
Adam Canter…...Natural Resources Director 

Dr. Bill Matsubu.…….Fisheries Biologist 

Marissa McGrew…...Natural Resources Technician 

Vacant...Natural Resources Technician  

George Buckley……....Water Operator 

Brian Mead…….Water Operator in Training 

 

1000 Wiyot Drive 

Loleta, California 95551 

 

Phone: 

707.733.5055/800.388.7633 

Fax: 707.733.5601 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 



 

Change of Address Request Form 
This is to confirm that my new mailing address is as follows:   

 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ______________________________  City:  ______________________  State:  _____ Zip:________ 

 

Email:  ______________________________   Telephone:  (          )  ____________________________ 

 

Previous Names Used:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Children who will be effected (legal name and Date of Birth:   

 

____________________________     _____________________________  ______________________________ 

 

 

____________________________     _____________________________   ______________________________ 

 

 

Signature:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wiyot Tribe 

1000 Wiyot Dr 

Loleta, CA 95551 


