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Wiyot Tribe 

WIYOT MOUL ASSOCIATION IS CURRENTLY ACCEPTING APPLICA-
TION FOR OWNERSHIP OF A THREE BEDROOM TWO BATH SINGLE-

FAMILY HOME 

The WIYOT MOUL (HOUSING) Association is currently accepting applications to own a 

three-bedroom two bath home on the Reservation.   To be considered all applications and income 

verification must be POSTMARKED no later than December 15, 2022 or delivered to the Tribal 

office by 4 pm on December 15, 2022.   

WHO IS ELIGIBLE? An applicant must meet all of the following requirements at the time 

of application, be an enrolled member of the Wiyot Tribe; be at least 18 years of age or over as 

of the date of application for assignment;  be without an assignment of Tribal land or similar 

land use right from this or any Indian tribe; provided, that an undivided ownership interest in a 

trust allotment obtained through inheritance shall not affect eligibility under this criteria;  not 

have had a previous assignment canceled for cause within one year from the date of applica-

tion. [Ord. 5-91 Art. VII, approved 3/11/91.]. 

WHO CAN BENEFIT? With certain limited exceptions, funds may be used to benefit only 
Indian families whose income does not exceed 80% of median income (defined to mean the great-
er of the median income for the Indian area, as determined by the Secretary of HUD, or the medi-
an income of the 
United States). The right of tribes to give preference to their own members in providing housing 
assistance is expressly recognized in NAHASDA.   

The Da’luk    
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The chosen application will require background checks for all adult household members to screen out state regis-
tered lifetime sex offenders this has been a requirement by statutory law since June 25, 2001.   This requirement 
was announced in HUD Notice 02-22, released on October 29, 2002.  HUD Notice H 2012-11, issued by HUD on 
June 11, 2012, re-confirmed that applicants subject to a lifetime state sex offender registration requirement can-
not be admitted to federal housing programs. It also requires immediate eviction of tenants who were admitted in 
error (i.e., management did not identify that they were on offender registries, beginning June 25, 2001).  Once 
selected the applicant will be required to complete homeowner training.   
 
RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE HOMEOWNER:   The homeowner shall be responsible for all maintenance of the home, 

including all repairs and replacements (including normal wear and tear those necessitated by damage from any 

cause).  If outside workman or contractors are needed to make necessary repairs, it shall be the responsibility of 

the homeowner to obtain their services.  Adequate homeowners’ insurance (fire and property damage) will be 

carried at the homeowner’s own expense and the homeowner shall provide to the TRIBE a certification of said 

insurance prior to taking possession of the new home. A separate statement acknowledging the requirement for 

homeowners’ insurance shall be signed by the homeowner. 

PENALTIES FOR HOMEOWNER VIOLATIONS:  Penalties for violation of the agreement shall include Repayment by 

the Homeowner of the cost to build the home.  If violation occurs within 0 to 10 years of initial occupancy, the full 

amount of the grant must be repaid.  If violation occurs within 11 to 20 years of initial occupancy, 90% of the origi-

nal amount must be repaid.  After 20 years of initial occupancy, no repayment. 

Cancellation of the Homeowners tribal assignment, which, subject to Sect. 5.2 of the Assignment Ordinance, could 

result in forfeiture of the home constructed thereon for reassignment to another eligible grantee.  Imposition of 

punitive actions by the Tribal Council, such as withdrawal of eligibility to participate in tribal programs and privi-

leges. 

HOW WILL THE APPLICATIONS BE SELECTED?  The MOUL Association will review applications submitted by the 

deadline that are complete all questions answered, and income verification documents are attached.  Applicants 

that meet the eligibility/beneficiary requirements will be numbered.  A lottery will be conducted, and the winning 

number will receive notification to complete the screenings required to move forward.  Once the home is award-

ed, the new homeowner will be required to move in within 30 days.   

Please remember to complete ALL questions and do not leave any areas blank. It is CRITICAL that all in-

come verification documents are completed and submitted along with the application for all citizens 18 years of 

age or older. Incomplete applications will not be processed.   

Furthermore, all applications and income verification must be POSTMARKED no later than December 15, 2022 or 

submitted in person at the Tribal Office before close of business at 4:00 P.M. on Thursday December 15, 2022.    
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Submitted By: Adam Canter  

Happy Fall from the WNRD!!! (Wiyot Natural Resources Department) 

Once again, we are grateful to find ourselves at that special time of year, when the salmon are waiting to make 

their sacred run up the Wiya’t (Eel River) and other watersheds within Wiyot Ancestral Territory. We can only 

hope for a wet winter season and continue to stay informed and push for a swift removal of the Eel River dams 

and decommissioning of the Potter Valley Project.  The WNRD Fisheries crew under the helm of Dr. Bill Matsubu 

has been taking huge strides in their efforts to improve conditions in the Eel by having big successes in removing 

invasive Sacramento pikeminnow, which prey on juvenile salmon and lamprey.  The fisheries crew is also collabo-

rating with the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to expand fisheries stewardship in the Hikshar’i (Elk River) 

watershed and beyond.  

The WNRD has been out and inventorying the amazing and diverse forest, shrublands, and wetlands at Mour-
alherwaqh, near King Salmon (see aerial photo and map). This recent Tribal acquisition and rematriation repre-
sents the first forestlands to be returned to the Wiyot and is dominated by the culturally important dap, or Sitka 
spruce (Picea sitchensis), also representing one of the southernmost populations of the species on the West 
Coast.  This property was acquired thru Ocean Protection Council (OPC) Prop 1 Environmental Justice grant fund-
ing as a result of a successful proposal between the WNRD and Cal Poly Humboldt, forged by the Department’s 
relationship with the Sea Level Rise (SLR) Institute (SLRI).  The property has 14 acres of coastal freshwater wet-
lands, now dominated by cattails and sedges, but Wiyot traditional ecological knowledge (TEK) notes the wet-
lands once hosted more open water and were a haven for important subsistence waterfowl.   Sedimentation and 
potential impacts from adjacent residential development may have promoted vegetation of the wetlands, which 
are predicted to inundated partially by even 0.5 meters of SLR and almost completely inundated by 2 meters of 
SLR. By 2100 this could be bayfront property!  Not to fear, Mouralherwaqh has both lowland wetland and upland 
habitat, within two long gradually ascending draws, the western which also hosts a seasonal spring and run in the 
wet months. This variation in topography and elevation, along with the Wiyot conservation ethic, makes Mour-
alherwaqh an important habitat refuge which will allow for species migration during SLR and act as a nature-
based solution to climate change. The WNRD, along with project partners, are beginning eco-cultural restoration 
planning for the property, which will focus on Tribal citizen input and include a community engagement plan with 
opportunities for folks to get out on the land and connect with our more-than-human relatives and each other. 
To assist with the stewardship of Mouralherwaqh, the WNRD have hired the Tribe’s first Forest Resources Spe-
cialist, Zachary Erickson, who studied perspectives in Wiyot co-management at the Goukdi’n (Jacoby Creek) For-
est, an important Wiyot watershed that is part of Cal Poly Humboldt.  We are excited to bring Zach’s expertise in 
forestry to the WNRD. The WNRD plan to keep Tribal citizens informed about opportunities to engage in the 
planning for Mouralherwaqh as well as opportunities to get out into the woods and see the magic for yourself. 
Please check out upcoming newsletters, the Wiyot Tribal website, and the WNRD Facebook and Instagram for 
updates about future planning meetings, field trips, and volunteer restoration days. Make sure to get outside and 

enjoy the change in the seasons and give 
thanks as we celebrate the return of Wiyot 
stewardship to Mouralhwerwaqh!  Remember 
to check out and participate in the WNRD 
Community Advisory Committee (CAC) 
meetings, which are held the first Tuesday of 
the month on zoom, and for information 
about how to be involved in Mouralherwaqh 
or other WNRD projects contact the WNRD 
Director, Adam Canter at adam@wiyot.us.  
Rra’dutwas! Figure 1. Mouralherwaqh habitat 

island looking SE from Wigi 

Figure 2. Map of Mouralherwaqh parcel  
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Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 

Wiya’t gou’daw houdagu’n 

(Eel River Pacific Lamprey Stewardship) 

Submitted By; Marissa McGrew 

The Wiyot Natural Resources Department (WNRD) is excited to announce that we will be restarting 

the Eel River Lamprey Research and Monitoring Plan in 2023. No other systematic Pacific lamprey re-

search and monitoring currently occurs in the Eel River basin, and status and trend data for lamprey 

populations in California are virtually non-existent. This monitoring Plan was initially developed as 

part of the Wiyot Tribe's FY2013 Tribal Wildlife Grant. Unfortunately, due to the loss of staff and the 

Covid-19 pandemic, this program stopped. To continue this project, the WNRD applied for and was 

allocated $200,000 from the competitive Tribal Wildlife Grant from the United States Fish and Wildlife 

Service. 

The decline of Pacific lamprey populations from historical levels has degraded the ecological balance 

of the river. The Pacific lamprey is regarded as an important indicator of ecosystem health by Native 

American Tribes that depend on them and biologists. In addition to the near disappearance of an ex-

tremely important food source, the decline of Pacific lamprey has likely led to the disruption of natu-

ral predator-prey systems and imbalances of nutrient cycles and other ecosystem functions. For ex-

ample, adult lampreys are preyed upon by numerous fish, birds, and aquatic mammals. Seals, sea li-

ons, ospreys, blue herons, river otters, and bald eagles have all been observed feeding on adult Pacific 

lampreys in the Eel River and Humboldt Bay. Migrating Pacific lamprey are a critical source of marine-

derived nutrients that act to increase the productivity of otherwise nutrient poor stream ecosystems.  

Implementation of the Monitoring Plan is a natural continuation of the Tribe's previously successful 

lamprey  projects and is critical to the conservation and recovery of the species. The primary goal of 

this monitoring program is to monitor trends in abundance and distribution of the Pacific lamprey 

population within the lower Eel River basin study area. A secondary goal is to improve understanding 

of the basic biology, life history, and habitat availability of the species to better understand factors 

limiting the abundance and distribution of each life stage. Since 

there is no other monitoring of this important species in the mas-

sive Eel River watershed, or throughout much of its range, achieving 

these goals will help the WNRD  more effectively manage, conserve, 

and restore this important species.  

This monitoring plan will be looking at all ages of lamprey that occur 
in the Eel River. The adults will be observed and counted at the 
mouth of the river during their upstream migration and during 
spawning surveys to count and locate areas of successful reproduc-
tion. The younger lamprey will be counted upstream where they 
can live for years prior to swimming into the ocean. To conduct this 
work, the WNRD will be hiring a Tribal Youth Intern and a fisheries 
Technician. Feel free to direct any questions to 
wmatsubu@wiyot.us or marisa@wiyot.us.  
 

Figure 1. Project study area in relation to Wiyot Ancestral 
Territory and Eel River sub basins. 
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Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

Council present: Ted Hernandez, Marnie Atkins, Vanessa Rios, Hazel Garcia and Aaron Stephen-

son  

Staff Present: Michelle Vassel, Fawn Lopez, Ted Hernandez, Adam Canter and Robert Pitts Jr. and 

Morgan March. 

•      The agenda was approved  

•     The consent calendar was approved  

•      Guest speaker:  Collin Ewing-New Field Officer Manager Bureau Land Management  & Mary 

Burke-CalTrout 

• Council approved Resolution 22-20 Tribal Transportation Program Agreement with Bureau of 

Indian Affairs and adopt budget 

• Council  approved staff travel Health & Human Service Director to attend the Justice for Vic-

tims of Crime 17th National Indian Nations Conference from December 6th to 9th, 2022 in 

Palm Springs, CA  

• Council tabled to next Tribal Meeting  Fiscal Year 2022 Family Violence Prevention & Services/

Domestic Shelter, Supportive Services #22QQCAFVPS and adopt budget  

• Council tabled to next Tribal Meeting  HCOAG’s REAP Suballocation award and to adopt the 

budget 

• Council  approved Amend Resolution 22-14 submission of an application for funding for a 

homekey Grant  

• Council  approved Laurin Associates for Relocation services @1521 3rd St. Eureka, CA  

• Council tabled  to next Tribal Meeting  research interviews and publication with partners at Cal 

Poly Humboldt on the Mouralherwaqh acquisition and Tribal coastal resilience efforts. 

• Council directive  phone vote with Resolution 22-21  

•  Council  approved Contract with SHN to complete baseline report and survey the property 

lines  

• Council  approved Resolution 22-22 Wiyot Staff to work with Caltrout, RCAA on the Baduwa’t 

Public Access and Restoration Project. 

•  Council  approved Modification #21, 22, 23, and 24 to the Wiyot Tribe 638 Contract and Con-

solidated Tribal Government Program Contract #A20AV00488 (2022 Annual -Year 3 funding) 

and adopt budget.   

• Council  approved transfer assignment of Lot 14, 167 Wiyot Drive to Eric Johnson as designat-

ed successor by Roland Johnson  

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 
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Wiyot Tribal Council meeting scheduled for 11/14/2022 will be held by Tele/video confer-

ence or both.  To submit public comments for this meeting prior to meeting, please email 

comments to councilsupport@wiyot.us by 12pm Monday 11/14/2022. All public comments 

received by 12pm will be read into the record during the regular meeting, also to receive a 

link for the meeting please request the link before 12pm  11/14/2022. Public comments re-

ceived after 12pm will not be read into the record but will be included in the official 

minutes.  

mailto:councilsupport@wiyot.us






















Dishgamu “Love”  
Submitted By; Morgan March  



Dishgamu “Love”  

Submitted By; Morgan March  



Dishgamu “Love”  
Submitted By; Morgan March  







November 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 
Daylight  

Savings Time 
Ends 

7 8 
Election Day 

Full Moon 

9 10 11 
Tribal  Office  

Closed 
Observance 

Veteran’s Day 

12 

13 14 
BCM Meeting 

@ 4pm 
Held by 

zoom/phone 

15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 
Tribal Office 

Closes @ 
12pm 

Thanksgiving  

24 
Happy 

Thanksgiving 
Tribal Office 

Closed 

25 
Tribal Office 

Closed  
Observance 

Thanksgiving 

26 

27 28 29 30    
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Did you move 

and forget to 

change your 

address? You 

can fax 707-733-5601 or 

email  address-

change@wiyot.us  This 

will help in getting your 

mail to you in a timely 

manner, if your address 

isn't up to date then this 

will slow your RSTF, news-

letter and other important 

Tribal mail in getting to 

you. Please note there is a 

$25.00 charge for a stop 

payment for RSTF checks, 

our policy has always 

been Tribal members need 

to wait 90 days from the 

date the checks were 

mailed out to reissue an-

other RSTF check. It is very 

important to keep an up-

dated address on file, you 

can call the Tribal Office to 

check your address 707-

733-5055 80388-7633 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 
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Wiyot Tribal Council 
Ted Hernandez …...Tribal Chairman (2020-2024) 

Brian Mead…...Vice Chairman (2022-2026) 

Marnie Atkins…...Secretary (2021-2025) 

rrawuraghu’miyuk Linda Lange…...Treasurer (2019-2023) 

Vanessa Rios…...Council Member ( 2021-2025) 

Hazel Garcia…...Council Member (2019-2023) 

Aaron Stephenson …...Council Member (2020-2024) 

Da Rou Gawok “Everyone working Together”                                                         
Michelle Vassel…...Tribal Administrator   

      Fawn Lopez...Executive Assistant  to TA/Council Clerk                                                                        

Lisa Stephenson…...Enrollment Clerk 

Vanessa Rios…………..Receptionist  

Hazel Garcia…………….Receptionist 

Heather Blevins…….Emergency Operator   

Melvin “Junior” Farmer...Building Maintenance  Assistant 

Sebastian Rios Moreno…...Grounds Keeper 

 

Hiwechk “Money” 
Farzad Forouhar …..Fiscal Technician 

Jack Kennard………..Fiscal Technician  

 

Gou’will da lalouluwuk “Taking care of People” 
Robert Pitts Jr……..Health & Human Service Director                                                                                  

Alicia Morgan..Laqilh Haluni Assistant 

Gary Markussen Sr.…….…...ICWA  Advocate 

Vacant…...Transportation Driver 

Peggy Orcutt……….Social Work Advocate 

Brian Bolden …….....Social Work Advocate                                                                           

Dr. Rita Wafler…...Licensed MFT 

Vacant…….Counseling Mental Heath  

 

 

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 
 Ted Hernandez…...Cultural Director 

Vacant…...Cultural Assistant 

Dr. Lynnika Butler ………….Linguist 

Vacant…...Language Specialist 

Marnie Atkins…...Cultural Museum Manager 

 

Tsek Houdaqh “Where the Children are” 
Vacant  …….Youth Program Manager 

Vacant……..Johnson O’Malley Coordinator 

Vacant…...Youth Program Assistant 
 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We belong to the Wilderness” 
Adam Canter…...Natural Resources Director 

Dr. Bill Matsubu.…….Fisheries Biologist 

Marissa McGrew…...Natural Resources Technician 

Vacant...Natural Resources Technician  

George Buckley……....Water Operator 

Brian Mead…….Water Operator in Training 

 

1000 Wiyot Drive 

Loleta, California 95551 

 

Phone: 

707.733.5055/800.388.7633 

Fax: 707.733.5601 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 
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Change of Address Request Form 
This is to confirm that my new mailing address is as follows:   

 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ______________________________  City:  ______________________  State:  _____ Zip:________ 

 

Email:  ______________________________   Telephone:  (          )  ____________________________ 

 

Previous Names Used:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Children who will be effected (legal name and Date of Birth:   

 

____________________________     _____________________________  ______________________________ 

 

 

____________________________     _____________________________   ______________________________ 

 

 

Signature:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wiyot Tribe 

1000 Wiyot Dr 

Loleta, CA 95551 


