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Wiyot Tribe 

The Da’luk    
Wiya't halilhit! (Let the Eel River flow!): A Potter 
Valley Project Update  

The Potter Valley Project, a water diversion project in the Upper Mainstem Eel River near Ukiah, has 
caused significant problems for the Eel River and its ecosystem. The Project, which was built over a 
century ago, includes two dams: Scott and Cape Horn. These dams cut off hundreds of miles of im-
portant spawning and nursery habitat in the Eel River headwaters for fish like salmon, steelhead and 
Pacific lamprey, reducing their populations and impacting the health of the river.  

Figure 1. Cape 
Horn Dam creat-
ing Van Arsdale 
Reservoir.  Fish 
ladder in fore-
ground with water 
diversion tunnel to 
Russian River in 
background. 

The main purpose of the Potter Valley Project (PVP) was to generate hydroelectric power and di-
vert water from the Eel River to the Russian River for agriculture. Scott Dam forms the Lake Pills-
bury reservoir and 12 miles downstream, Cape Horn Dam diverts Eel River water into a tunnel and 
through a mountain to the Russian River where it is used to make a small amount of electricity. 
Historically the dams took much of the water from the upper Eel River, especially in the summer 
when fish need it most, but in recent years, federal regulators have forced the owner of the dams 
PG&E to better manage flows to support Eel River fish populations.  



Submitted By: Adam Canter  

The construction of the dams has had devastating effects on the Upper Eel River's ecosystem. 
Dams are unnatural structures that impede fish migration to upstream spawning grounds and 
disrupt and modify the transport of sediments and wood creating unnatural conditions. Pacific 
lamprey, for example, lack the ability to jump over barriers and migrate in high flows. Lamprey 
are poor swimmers compared to salmonids. They use their suction disk mouths to help climb 
over structures, but any structure that is perched, constricts water, and has sharp 90° angles like 
a concrete dam or fish ladder can impede their passage. The Wiyot Natural Resources Depart-
ment has studied numerous migration barriers in the Eel River and noted that Pacific lamprey 
require assistance traversing barriers which can be eased by providing a rounded surface with 
continuous water flow. 
The dams also create an “ecological trap” which results in salmon and lamprey spawning in less 
productive areas. This means young salmon and lamprey have greater competition for re-
sources in nursery areas as they grow before their journey to the ocean. The dams also result in 
increased predation risks for adult salmon and lamprey as they are exposed to predators at the 
dams and can have their migration delayed, missing important high-flow conditions that allow 
them to move through the river safely. Young lamprey and salmon migrating to the ocean can 
be confused by the abnormal flows released from the dams and face difficult growing condi-
tions due to increased water temperatures and changes in sediment size.  
But there is hope. In recent years, PG&E has made the decision to surrender their license to op-
erate the project and decommission it. The project is unprofitable, losing $5-10 million per year 
in operations and maintenance costs. With no party willing to pay for the needed upgrades and 
continued operation of the project, PG&E is currently developing a plan to decommission the 
Project.  
Decommissioning does not necessarily mean dam removal and water users in the Russian River 
would prefer for the dams to remain so they can continue to use Eel River water; however, dam 
removal is clearly what is needed to help restore salmon and lamprey populations. PG&E must 
be convinced to do the right thing and remove their dams and repair the damage they have 
caused to the river. A number of feasible alternatives have been identified that could maintain a 
winter diversion into the Russian River watershed to meet the needs of water users, but water 
users have yet to develop a plan to pay for the water supply they benefit from.  
Many conservation and environmental organizations are advocating for the removal of these 
dams to restore the Eel River's ecosystem and the species that depend on it. It's clear that the 
issues related to the Potter Valley Project and dam removal on the Eel River are complex and 
multifaceted, and will require careful consideration and planning to address.  
 
If you would like to learn more or have any questions, please join the WNRD 
Community Advisory Committee Meeting on February 7th from 5:30 pm – 
7:00 pm at the link below. https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83562842932?
pwd=K3RybVg2UW92Vy8yeGwzcnA1NmRBUT09 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83562842932?pwd=K3RybVg2UW92Vy8yeGwzcnA1NmRBUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83562842932?pwd=K3RybVg2UW92Vy8yeGwzcnA1NmRBUT09


 

 

 

Announcing the Candidate for Council member at Large 2024-2027 

 Hazel Garcia  

Announcing the Candidate for Treasurer 2024-2027 

  Michelle Hernandez 

























Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center 
Submitted By: Marnie Atkins  



Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 



Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

Council present: Ted Hernandez, Marnie Atkins, Vanessa Rios, Hazel Garcia and  Aaron Ste-

phenson  

Staff Present: Michelle Vassel, Fawn Lopez, Marnie Atkins 

•     The agenda was approved  

•    The consent calendar was approved  

• Public Forum– Madison Flynn 

•Council tabled Council stipend to next Tribal Council meeting 



Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center 
Submitted By: Marnie Atkins  



Submitted By: Marnie Atkins  

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 



Soulatuk Hougougou’ wurruwisugu’l “bringing the 

Wiyot language back to life” 
Submitted By: Lynnika Butler  



Soulatuk Hougougou’ wurruwisugu’l “bringing the 

Wiyot language back to life” Submitted By: Lynnika Butler  



Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Marnie Atkins  



Submitted By: Alex Juan 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 



The Wiyot Natural Resources Department (WNRD) WANTS 

YOU in 2023!  

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
Submitted By: Adam Canter  



Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
Submitted By: Adam Canter  



Submitted By: Adam Canter  

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6  
Enrollment 
mtg held by 
zoom/phone 

7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 
BCM Meeting 

@ 4pm 
Held by 

zoom/phone 

14 15 16 17 
Tribal  Office 
closed ob-
servance 
Lincoln Holi-
day 

18 

19 20 
Tribal Office 
closed ob-
servance  
Washington 
Holiday 

21 22 
Ash Wednesday 

23 24 25 

26 27 28     

FEBRUARY 2023 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

Wiyot Tribal Council meeting scheduled for 02/13/2023 will be held by Tele/video confer-

ence or both.  To submit public comments for this meeting prior to meeting, please email 

comments to councilsupport@wiyot.us by 12pm Monday 02/13/2023. All public com-

ments received by 12pm will be read into the record during the regular meeting, also to 

receive a link for the meeting please request the link before 12pm  02/13/2023. Public 

comments received after 12pm will not be read into the record but will be                                                    

Included in the official minutes.  

mailto:councilsupport@wiyot.us
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Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Did you move and forget to change your 

address? You can fax 707-733-5601 or email  

addresschange@wiyot.us  This will help in 

getting your mail to you in a timely manner, 

if your address isn't up to date then this will slow your RSTF, 

newsletter and other important Tribal mail in getting to you. 

Please note there is a $25.00 charge for a stop payment for 

RSTF checks, our policy has always been Tribal members need 

to wait 90 days from the date the checks were mailed out to 

reissue another RSTF check. It is very important to keep an up-

dated address on file, you can call the Tribal Office to check 

Wiyot Tribe’s General Coun-

cil Election will be held  April 

1st, 2023, held at Wiyot 

Tribe Community Center 

1000 Wiyot Dr. Loleta, CA  
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Wiyot Tribal Council 
Ted Hernandez …...Tribal Chairman (2020-2024) 

Brian Mead…...Vice Chairman (2022-2026) 

Marnie Atkins…...Secretary (2021-2025) 

Vacant ……………….…...Treasurer  

Vanessa Rios…...Council Member ( 2021-2025) 

Hazel Garcia…...Council Member (2019-2023) 

Aaron Stephenson …...Council Member (2020-2024) 

Da Rou Gawok “Everyone working Together”                                                         
Michelle Vassel…...Tribal Administrator   

      Fawn Lopez...Executive Assistant  to TA/Council Clerk                                                                        

Lisa Stephenson…...Enrollment Clerk 

Hazel Garcia…………….Receptionist 

Heather Blevins…….Operation Manager  

Melvin “Junior” Farmer...Building Maintenance  Assistant 

Sebastian Rios Moreno…...Grounds Keeper 

 

Hiwechk “Money” 
Farzad Forouhar …..Finance Manager  

Jack Kennard………..Accounting Manager 

 

Gou’will da lalouluwuk “Taking care of People” 
Robert Pitts Jr……..Health & Human Service Director                                                                                  

Vanessa Rios…….Laqilh Haluni Supervisor  

Vacant…...ICWA  Advocate 

Vacant…...Transportation Driver 

Peggy Orcutt……….Social Work Advocate 

Brian Bolden …….....Social Work Advocate                                                                           

Dr. Rita Wafler…...Licensed MFT 

Vacant…….Counseling Mental Heath  

 

Dishgamu “Love” 

Kristen Crooks…….Project Manager 

David Cobb……...Advancement Manager 

 

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 
Marnie Atkins…...Da Gou louwi” Director 

Dr. Lynnika Butler ………….Linguist 

Nina Lorence…...Soulatuk curriculum/Data specialist 

Ted Hernandez……..THPO  

 

Tsek Houdaqh “Where the Children are” 
Elizathbeth Hernandez …….Youth Program Manager 

Melinda Ramirez…Vacant……..Johnson O’Malley Coordinator 

Vacant…………...Youth Program Assistant 
 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We belong to the Wilderness” 
Adam Canter…...Natural Resources Director 

Dr. Bill Matsubu.…….Fisheries Biologist 

Marissa McGrew…...Natural Resources Technician 

Zack Erickson……...Forest Resources Specialist 

George Buckley……....Water Operator 

Brian Mead…….Water Operator in Training 

1000 Wiyot Drive 

Loleta, California 95551 

 

Phone: 

707.733.5055/800.388.7633 

Fax: 707.733.5601 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 



Change of Address Request Form 
This is to confirm that my new mailing address is as follows:   

 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ______________________________  City:  ______________________  State:  _____ Zip:________ 

 

Email:  ______________________________   Telephone:  (          )  ____________________________ 

 

Previous Names Used:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Children who will be effected (legal name and Date of Birth:   

 

____________________________     _____________________________  ______________________________ 

 

 

____________________________     _____________________________   ______________________________ 

 

 

Signature:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wiyot Tribe 

1000 Wiyot Dr 

Loleta, CA 95551 


