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The Da’luk    

Ha’wa’lou from the Wiyot Natural Resources Department (WNRD)! In Wiyot Coun-

try winters can be rough, windy, and wet, yet also mild, and with March upon us, 

the spring equinox is around the corner, and we recognize this as the season of the 

World Renewal Ceremony, where the wind and rain blast our imperfections away 

and with hope we emerge pressure-washed for the important spring work ahead.   

The wisdom and indigenous knowledge of the Wiyot and other indigenous peoples 

is finally being recognized across the globe as world views that show reciprocity and 

respect for our natural relatives.  Through the practices and legacy of environmen-

tal stewardship we work to ensure that our subsistence traditions, cultural places, 

and landscapes remain resilient for seven generations into the future.  A huge part 

of building relationships and love toward nature is immersing oneself in nature.  

This summer the WNRD plans to work with Tsek houdaqh to help lead field trips 

with Tribal youth to important Wiyot places and provide opportunities to get out to 

the recently reclaimed Mouralherwaqh forest at King Salmon.  We will also be hir-

ing a Wiyot summer youth intern, so keep updated on upcoming job openings.  In 

addition to our regular duties monitoring water quality and environmental issues of 

concern around Wiyot territory, the WNRD recently received funding from Duck’s 

Unlimited through the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) to help 

jump start a native plant nursery at Table Bluff, which will expand our abilities to re-

store culturally important plant communities while also hopefully prospering into 

an economic opportunity for the Tribe.  Be on the lookout for an upcoming part-

time nursery manager position opening up in the WNRD.  



Figure 1. Looking south toward the Hikshar'i tidelands 
restoration area with Eric Johnson, founder of Samara 
Restoration and his impressive propagates of native estua-
rine plants to help bring back the area to its Wiyot days, as 
Councilmember Aaron Stephenson inspects to ideal propa-

Additional upcoming opportunities for citizen engagement include partici-
pation in the Tribal Marine MPA Collaborative which will be held at TBR 
on February 24, from 10a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and  the Mouralherwaqh eco-
cultural restoration planning meeting at TBR on Friday March 3rd  from 
9a.m. to Noon, with bountiful refreshments, coffee, and tea provided. 
Please join us for a visionary gathering.  March is the month for a handful 
of opportunities that the Wiyot and TBR are leading the way to contribute 
directly to program development and funding needs requests around 
coastal stewardship, such as with the call our from the Wiyot Tribe and 
the California Natural Resources Agency (CNRA) who would like to cordi-
ally invite California Native American tribal leaders, representatives, and 
staff to participate in the Tribal Nature-Based Solutions Northern Califor-
nia Workshop at TBR on March 23rd from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. In this work-
shop, participants will review the draft grant guidelines and associated 
materials for the $70 million Tribal Nature-Based Solutions program. The 
goal of this workshop is to connect with tribal leaders and representatives 
on how to best shape this new program to support California Native 
American tribes’ multi-benefit nature-based solutions projects. The draft 
grant guidelines and associated materials can be found at https://
resources.ca.gov/Initiatives/Tribalaffairs/Tribal-Nature-Based-Solutions-
Program 

Figure 2. Tsakiyuwit (Bear River Ridge) with storm 
blowing in during one of our January atmospheric 
river events, looking out to the Wiya't mouth and 
estuary. A. Canter 

To continue the momentum from these important collaborative gatherings at 
TBR is the Cal Poly Humboldt Northern California Land Back Conference, which 
will take place on campus Marth 24th, with guest panelist and WNRD Director 
Adam Canter participating in a special panel about the Wiyot’s experiences 
using state grant funds to purchase a Tribal Cultural Property on the open real 
estate market in 2022, which lead to the reclaiming of the sacred Wiyot place 
of Mouralherwaqh.  https://newsfromnativecalifornia.com/event/save-the-
date-northern-california-land-back-conference/ 
Adam will also be giving a talk for the California Native Plant Society on March 

8, Wednesday. 7:30 pm. Entitled “Indigenous Land Return and Stewardship".  

Wiyot and other indigenous peoples' efforts to reclaim ancestral lands and 

habitats can result in the preservation of both eco-cultural traditions and bo-

tanical diversity. Adam Canter, Natural Resource Director for the Wiyot Tribe, 

will discuss Wiyot ethnobotany, plant uses, and the decline of coastal prairie 

and scrub habitat in the absence of cultural fire and the expansion of settler-

colonial development around the Wigi (Humboldt Bay), the lower Wiya't (Eel 

River), and the lower Baduawa't (Mad River). *View on Zoom* ( https://cnps-

org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZErceioqTguE9ZkodLKWhVSUTKBjCSLltv1 ) or 

gather in person at Six Rivers Masonic Lodge, *251 Bayside Rd.* ( https://

goo.gl/maps/a9wpj1czFfK46oUDA ) , Arcata. Refreshments at 7:00, program at 

7:30.   

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 

Submitted By: Adam Canter  
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This month we were sad to see the departure of our prestigious Fisheries Biologist Dr. Bill Matsubu, 

who will be continuing the good mission at his new position as Director with the Blue Lake Rancheria 

Environmental Department.  Bill helped to expand invasive predatory Sacramento pikeminnow re-

moval methods on the South Fork Eel by promoting the weir study below Indian Creek, as well as his 

efforts to expand work into to the Van Duzen and lower Eel mainstem.  Bill also helped rekindle the 

Tribe’s lamprey conservation work thru a new Tribal Wildlife Grant (TWG) as well as getting a Good 

Neighbor Agreement ratified with the Tribe and the BLM to do a variety of needed restoration and 

monitoring tasks on BLM lands like the Headwaters and upper Elk River as well as Elkhorn Ridge on 

the SF Eel.  We will miss Bill, but his short yearlong legacy with the WNRD will continue onward to fur-

ther the stewardship role of the Wiyot while providing career building work opportunities to Tribal 

citizens on the natural resources track.   

An exciting season of field work and monitoring lays ahead for the WNRD.  Please stay tuned to the 
WNRD Community Advisory Committee (CAC) meetings to stay abreast of recent project happenings 
and opportunities to be involved with contributing to Wiyot lead conservation efforts.  Always the 
first Tuesday of each month from 5:30p.m. to 7 p.m. with special guests planned each month as well 
in person meetings hopeful for the spring and summer seasons.  For now tune in on zoom March 7th 
to contribute to the next 4 year EPA Tribal Environmental Plan (ETEP) https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/83562842932?pwd=K3RybVg2UW92Vy8yeGwzcnA1NmRBUT09\ 
To a season of Renewal! Rra’dutwas, Adam Canter, WNRD Director, adam@wiyot.us  

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 

Submitted By: Adam Canter  

 

The Eel River Forum reconvened after a 3-year hiatus. About 80 people attended the Forum at the 

Fortuna River Lodge. CalTrout introduced the Eel River Conservation and Restoration Program. This 

plan is supposed to cover the entire basin and should be “broadly supported, implementable, and un-

derpinned by physical and biological processes.” Their vision statement reads “A restored Eel River 

watershed that supports resilient and diverse habitats from headwaters to sea, self-sustaining and har-

vestable native fish, and healthy local communities.” 

The Forum was a time to get together to talk about phase 1, discuss program goals, and move forward 

from there. The Eel River watershed has a way of being connected by its people. Approaching a basin-

wide restoration plan requires those people to come together and collaborate. Bringing the Eel River 

Forum back has the goal of doing just that.  

The incorporation of tribal needs and input is stated in their process goals. Please reach out to Cal-

Trout, myself (marisa@wiyot.us) or Bill Matsubu (wmatsubu@wiyot.us) for more information and to 

make your voice heard. 

The next Eel River Forum will be held in Covelo on April 4
th
. I am planning to attend, and I hope other 

folks can too! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83562842932?pwd=K3RybVg2UW92Vy8yeGwzcnA1NmRBUT09/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83562842932?pwd=K3RybVg2UW92Vy8yeGwzcnA1NmRBUT09/
mailto:adam@wiyot.us
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Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 

Figure 1. Before removing invasive plants 
(left) and after (right). Right photo shows 
small vou'gul that were overtopped by the 
non-native plant species. 

Saturday March 11th, 10am-2pm 

The WNRD has partnered with the Watershed Stewards Program (WSP) to organize a community 

restoration workday at Mouralherwaqh. Charlotte Grenier will be organizing the event which will 

attract, at minimum, 30 community members. We hope to have a strong showing of Wiyot Tribe citi-

zens and employees for this opportunity to engage with com-

munity members. The WNRD will help facilitate the day’s ac-

tivities and will identify areas of priority. We anticipate that 

this will include the pulling of invasive English ivy, scotch 

broom, and pampas  

grass.  

If you are interested in joining the WNRD for future restora-

tion days or want more information about the March 11th 

event, please reach out the Wiyot Tribe Natural Resources 

Department and Zack Erickson at zerickson@wiyot.us.  Figure 2. Looking toward Wigi from the view provided by tsoutsgish 
(the WNRD drone) from the interior of Moualherwaqh. 

Mouralherwaqh Updates 

Mouralherwaqh continues to serve as a place for Cal Poly Humboldt students to help re-

store and connect to Wiyot Tribe ancestral lands. A class of 20 students, joined by Daniel 

“Bubba” Lippe and Allison O’Dowd, spent a sunny afternoon learning about the property 

and releasing large du’k (Sitka spruce) from the invasive English ivy. This non-native species 

has climbed to the tops of some of these trees which can act as a sail in high winds threat-

ening to topple these important trees. A small group focused on a patch of scotch broom 

closer to the road which was overtopping a small patch of vou’gul (evergreen huckleberry).  

Submitted By: Zack Ericson  
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Candidate for Council member at Large 2024-2027 

Hazel Garcia  

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 



Soulatuk Hougougou’ wurruwisugu’l “bringing the 

Wiyot language back to life” 
Submitted By: Lynnika Butler  



Soulatuk Hougougou’ wurruwisugu’l “bringing the 

Wiyot language back to life” 
Submitted By: Lynnika Butler  



Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center 
Submitted By: Marnie Atkins  



Submitted By: Marnie Atkins  

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 
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Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 

Enrollment 
mtg held by 
zoom/phone 

7 8 9 10 11 

12 
Day Light 
savings 

13 
BCM Meeting 

@ 4pm 
Held by 

zoom/phone 

14 15 16 17 
St. Patrick's 
Day 

 

18 

19 20 
First Day of 
Spring 

21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

MARCH 2023 

Wiyot Tribal Council meeting scheduled for 03/13/2023 will be held by Tele/

video conference or both.  To submit public comments for this meeting prior 

to meeting, please email comments to councilsupport@wiyot.us by 12pm 

Monday 03/13/2023. All public comments received by 12pm will be read 

into the record during the regular meeting, also to receive a link for the 

meeting please request the link before 12pm  03/13/2023. Public com-

ments received after 12pm will not be read into the record but will be                                                     

Included in the official minutes.  

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
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Did you move and forget to change your 

address? You can fax 707-733-5601 or 

email  addresschange@wiyot.us  This will 

help in getting your mail to you in a timely 

manner, if your address isn't up to date 

then this will slow your RSTF, newsletter 

and other important Tribal mail in getting 

to you. Please note there is a $25.00 

charge for a stop payment for RSTF checks, 

our policy has always been Tribal members 

need to wait 90 days from the date the 

checks were mailed out to reissue another 

RSTF check. It is very important to keep an 

updated address on file, you can call the 

Tribal Office to check your address 707-733

-5055 80388-7633 

Wiyot Tribe’s General 

Council Election will 

be held  April 1st, 

2023, held at Wiyot 

Tribe Community 

Center 1000 Wiyot 

Dr. Loleta, CA  

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
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Wiyot Tribal Council 
Ted Hernandez …...Tribal Chairman (2020-2024) 

Brian Mead…...Vice Chairman (2022-2026) 

Marnie Atkins…...Secretary (2021-2025) 

Vacant ……………….…...Treasurer  

Vanessa Rios…...Council Member ( 2021-2025) 

Hazel Garcia…...Council Member (2019-2023) 

Da Rou Gawok “Everyone working Together”                                                         
Michelle Vassel…...Tribal Administrator   

      Fawn Lopez...Executive Assistant  to TA/Council Clerk                                                                        

Lisa Stephenson…...Enrollment Clerk 

Hazel Garcia…………….Receptionist 

Peggy Orcutt…………….Receptionist 

Heather Blevins…….Operation Manager  

Vacant..Building Maintenance  Assistant 

Sebastian Rios Moreno…...Grounds Keeper 

 

Hiwechk “Money” 
 

Farzad Forouhar …..Finance Manager  

Jack Kennard………..Accounting Manager 

 

Gou’will da lalouluwuk “Taking care of People” 
Robert Pitts Jr……..Health & Human Service Director                                                                                  

Vanessa Rios…….Laqilh Haluni Supervisor  

Vacant…...ICWA  Advocate 

Vacant…...Transportation Driver 

Vacant……….Social Work Advocate 

Brian Bolden …….....Social Work Advocate                                                                           

Dr. Rita Wafler…...Licensed MFT 

Vacant…….Counseling Mental Heath  

 

Dishgamu “Love” 

Kristen Crooks…….Project Manager 

David Cobb……...Advancement Manager 

 

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 
Marnie Atkins…...Da Gou louwi” Director 

Dr. Lynnika Butler ………….Linguist 

Nina Lorence…...Soulatuk curriculum/Data specialist 

Ted Hernandez……..THPO  

 

Tsek Houdaqh “Where the Children are” 
Elizathbeth Hernandez …….Youth Program Manager 

Melinda Ramirez…Vacant……..Johnson O’Malley Coordinator 

Vacant…………...Youth Program Assistant 
 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We belong to the Wilderness” 
Adam Canter…...Natural Resources Director 

Vacant .…….Fisheries Biologist 

Marissa McGrew…...Natural Resources Technician 

Zack Erickson……...Forest Resources Specialist 

George Buckley……....Water Operator 

Brian Mead…….Water Operator in Training 

1000 Wiyot Drive 

Loleta, California 95551 

 

Phone: 

707.733.5055/800.388.7633 

Fax: 707.733.5601 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 



Change of Address Request Form 
This is to confirm that my new mailing address is as follows:   

 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ______________________________  City:  ______________________  State:  _____ Zip:________ 

 

Email:  ______________________________   Telephone:  (          )  ____________________________ 

 

Previous Names Used:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Children who will be effected (legal name and Date of Birth:   

 

____________________________     _____________________________  ______________________________ 

 

 

____________________________     _____________________________   ______________________________ 

 

 

Signature:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wiyot Tribe 

1000 Wiyot Dr 

Loleta, CA 95551 


