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The Da’luk    
Happy Spring from the WNRD (Wiyot Natural Resources Department)!   

It’s been great to have our rivers and wetlands full this year and we give thanks for the reciprocity of the Earth 

and all of her relatives. The WRND is working to continue safeguarding the Tribe’s water resources and is using 

EPA funding to plan for future water quality protection work that will be laid out in our update to the Wiyot 

EPA Tribal Environmental Plan or ETEP.  Please reach out if you have any questions or want to contribute input 

to the process. 

Last month we helped to host a successful Watershed Stewards Program volunteer WAVE event at the Tribe’s 

recently repatriated Mouralherwaqh property, which includes 48 acres of spruce forest, wetlands, scrub, and 

remnant prairie and were able to get many of our majestic Sitka spruce trees freed of invasive English ivy 

(Hedera helix).  We want to thank Charlotte Grenier for her efforts in organizing and planning the event! 

 
Figure 1. An impressive group of WAVE Volunteers at the Mouralherwaqh ivy pull!  March 11, 2023. 

To continue our efforts in returning Wiyot stewardship to Mouralherwaqh as part of our community engagement efforts 

funded by the Ocean Protection Council (OPC) Prop 1 Environmental Justice grant that provided funds for the Tribe to 

purchase this amazing cultural property, we are hosting a Wiyot citizen and descendants day on the land planned for Sat-

urday May 6th.  More details are to come, but the event will include tours of the property’s forest and wetlands and ta-

bles of information and activities showcasing some of the research and environmental and ecological information we 

have gathered about the property thus far.  Most importantly there will be food provided and we hope to hear from Trib-

al folks some visions for the future management of the property!  In other Mouralherwaqh news the WNRD will be 

hosting a field trip with Tsek Houdaqh during the kid’s spring break on Wednesday of April 12th, for some fun in the 

forest!   



Please let us know if you have any questions or ideas about the Wiyot Day on the Land for May 6th and we hope 

to see you there! 

Some exciting, and timely news regarding the process of Eel River Dam removal and decommissioning of the 

Potter Valley Project. On March 16th PG&E announced that Scott Dam faces previously unacknowledged risks from 

seismic activity. Those risks are so great that the utility has announced that it will never again raise the gates atop 

Scott Dam, and also hints strongly that the utility will remove Scott Dam sooner rather than later, stating “the 

company plans to continue to develop long-term mitigation measures which could include expedited partial or 

full removal of Scott Dam”.  Now is the time to put the pressure onto FERC and PG&E that in the name of safety 

and recovery of the Eel River that the dams must come out now!  As part of the Tribe’s efforts to restore the 

Wiya’t (Eel River) we are gearing up for a big season of invasive Sacramento pikeminnow removal on the river, 

which includes first time use of a weir to both remove the predatory pikeminnow, which prey on juvenile salmon-

ids, while also gathering important information about salmon and steelhead demography in the South Fork Eel 

River.  

If you want to participate in more in WNRD activities please reach out and be on the lookout for upcoming Wiyot 
summer youth internship opportunities to be announced in the coming months.  May the Forest be with You! 
Rra’dutwas, Adam N. Canter WNRD Director, adam@wiyot.us 733-5055  

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
Submitted By: Adam Canter  
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Introduction – Stacy Giraldo, WNRD  

My name is Stacy Giraldo. I moved to Humboldt in 2018 from La Quinta 

also known as part of the Coachella Valley in Southern California. La 

Quinta is surrounded by the Santa Rosa Mountains where I grew up ex-

ploring local hikes and canyons. Life in the desert was overwhelmingly 

hot but that never stopped me from enjoying the diverse wildlife such 

as roadrunners, big horn sheep, desert horned lizards, and my favorite- 

desert tortoises! I moved to Humboldt as a transfer student shortly 

after having my daughter, Dahlia Dominguez, to pursue a degree at 

Humboldt State University. I majored in Environmental Science and 

Management with a focus on ecological restoration and a minor in GIS. 

Many friends and family members attempted to persuade me to stay in 

the desert, however, I was determined to get my degree in a field that I loved. I’m glad I made that deci-

sion and journeyed off to this amazing ancestral coastal land that is full of breathtaking views and cooler 

weather.  

During my academic career at HSU, I worked with Save the Redwoods League and Redwoods Rising as a 

forestry and hydrology apprentice in Prairie Creek and Mill Creek area. This opportunity gave me hands-

on experience and the capability to network with many folks working in natural resources while also 

building long-lasting friendships. After graduating HSU I was hired at the CDFW Fortuna office working as 

a scientific aid conducting spawner surveys, fish relocation, habitat typing surveys, snorkel surveys, and 

pikeminnow suppression with the Wiyot Tribe on the Eel River. I was fortunate to work with amazing 

crew members, WSP members, the Wiyot Tribe, and astounding supervisors. My most recent position 

was as a fisheries technician for the Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission (PSMFC) out of the 

CDFW Fortuna office. I assisted in the deployment and monitoring operations of two Sonar cameras to 

help enumerate the spawning run for Chinook and Steelhead using Sound Metrics Dual Frequency Iden-

tification Sonar (DIDSON) cameras.  

I’m thrilled and honored to work with the Wiyot Tribes Natural Resource Department as a Natural Re-

source and Fisheries technician. I plan on assisting with the TBR water quality monitoring and the up-

coming weir operations along with other exciting projects on the Eel River. I look forward to meeting 

each of you and learning about Wiyot's culture. Happy to be here!  

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
Submitted By: Adam Canter  



 

DGRLCC Newsletter Article 

In March, we had two new employees start at the Da Gou Rou Louwi' Cultural Center. We are excited to 
have them join our team! Kit and Jazzmin are undergoing training and helping get the Cultural Center in 
order. Once they are trained, we will be open more regular hours. So, watch the Newsletter and our social 
media page for open hours information. We hosted the State CCCs and a couple of school groups during 
March. 
 
Check out our Facebook page for updated open hours at the Da Gou Rou Louwi' Cultural Center: https://
www.facebook.com/DGRLCC/. Note that you do not need to have a Facebook account to access the page 
information. It is open to view by the public. 
 
The Cultural Center will be open for Arts Alive! on Saturday, April 1, 2023, from 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
 
Also, continue to watch our monthly Newsletter for ongoing updates about programming that will be 
offered at the Cultural Center. 
 
For more information, contact Marnie Atkins at (707) 798-1949 or matkins@wiyot.us. The Da Gou Rou 
Louwi' Cultural Center is located at 417 Second Street, Suite 101, Eureka. 
 

 
We need Elders and Cultural Knowledge Bearers to share their knowledge with other Wiyot 
people who wish to learn. Do you know how to weave (medallions, baskets, fishing nets, etc.)? 
Make eel hooks? Do you know how to gather plants for weaving, food, and/or medicines? Are 
you a storyteller that would like to mentor others in storytelling? Maybe you know some of 
the history of the Wiyot people and Tribe and want to share it with others? Are you a song 
maker and would like to mentor other song makers? Have you made regalia, dresses, and oth-
er ceremonial and/or dance items and would you like to teach others? Maybe you are an in-
spired jewelry maker and want to inspire other jewelry makers? 
 
If you answered “HI'” (yes) to any of these questions, the Wiyot Tribe’s Cultural Department 
and Da Gou Rou Louwi' Cultural Center needs you and your expertise! We are looking for 
teachers and mentors who have traditional cultural knowledge and/or traditional ecological 
knowledge to share with others. All levels of experience and ages will be taught through small 
workshops. Some workshops will be more intensive than others and may include a series of 
workshops to better convey the knowledge you wish to share. And some workshops will be 
videoed to teach future generations of Wiyot people. We offer honorariums for your gift of 
knowledge and time. 

Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center 
Submitted By: Marnie Atkins  
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Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 
Submitted By: Marnie Atkins  



Soulatuk Hougougou’ wurruwisugu’l “bringing the 

Wiyot language back to life” 

Submitted By: Lynnika Butler  



Soulatuk Hougougou’ wurruwisugu’l “bringing the 

Wiyot language back to life” 
Submitted By: Lynnika Butler  



Reflections on the Lower Eel  

As the area received another atmospheric river event last week, flows on the Eel River reached impressive 

flows. The Scotia gauge showed the river reach 165,000 cfs – this is 74,061,900 gallons per minute!  

More and more attention has been aiming at the Lower Eel and the estuary. Some may see these heavy 

rains as a helpful hand to fish, which is true, but in terms of enhancing their habitat this is not so true. The 

Lower Eel is wide and shallow for the most part, with some critical deep pools where adult chinook stage in 

the fall in anticipation of big rains. Right now, you’re able to see fast flowing water. In the summer time 

you’re more likely to see a degraded stretch of river: shallow waters, algae building up, and a lack of com-

plexity (i.e. large wood and boulders). While there have been and continue to be efforts to restore ecosys-

tem functions in and around the estuary (Salt River and Ocean Ranch), work must be moved further up-

stream and into this stretch from above the estuary up to the confluence with the Van Duzen. 

Back in the fall of 2022, the WNRD had submitted a proposal with Stillwater Sciences and Cal Poly Hum-

boldt to NOAA’s Transformational Habitat Restoration and Coastal Resilience funding opportunity. We re-

ceived word in mid-March that our proposal was not selected for funding. Although this is unfortunate, we 

are not discouraged from pursuing future funding opportunities. All salmon, steelhead, and lamprey must 

pass through this degraded area as both adults and juveniles. This area is becoming a primary focus for res-

toration, monitoring, and further understanding of the hydrogeologic functions. WNRD plans to remain in-

volved. 

 

Viewing the Lower Eel from Bear River Ridge, on a bike ride on March 18. 
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Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

The League of Women Voters of Humboldt County is pleased that the Wiyot Tribe trusts us to consult 
and help you with your elections. Twice a year all Tribal Members have the privilege of voting on the 
minutes of the previous tribal meeting and electing members and officers of the  
Tribal Council. Several years ago, the Tribe authorized mail-in ballots so that any member who was 
unable to attend the meeting and election in person could still participate. Participation is important, 
because your Constitution calls for twenty-five (25) people to make up a quorum in order for the 
election to be valid. 
 
Your Tribal staff does a good job of organizing all the meeting and election materials. The Tribal Coun-
cil asks the League to accept the mailed-in ballots in the League Election P. O. Box, to oversee the 
election and to count the ballots. As a neutral party, the League is trusted to ensure a fair election 
and accurate counting of the ballots. League members always sign their names to the results, guaran-
teeing the fairness and accuracy. The League also works with the County Elections Department to 
provide voting booths to guarantee privacy for all voters.  
 
The final part of having fair and accurate elections depends on you, as Tribal Members. How you can 
participate: 
 
• Find out all you can about the candidates for office. 

• Come to the meeting/election and cast your vote in person. 
 OR 
• Request a mail-in ballot and return it before the election deadline. Be sure to use the numbered 
envelope provided with your ballot.  
• Find out about the jobs available and run for a position on the Council. 

• VOTE! In the last few years, the participation rate in your elections has ranged between 6% and 
18% of all Tribal members eligible to vote. That means that fewer than one fifth of the Tribal Mem-
bers are electing your leadership. Encourage everyone to vote and work to raise that percentage to 
50% or even 80%! 
 

 
 
 
General Council meeting April 1, 2023 
Election polls open 10am to 1pm 
1000 Wiyot Dr. Loleta, CA  95551 

The League of Women Voters of Humboldt County  

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 























Wiyot Tribal Council meeting scheduled for 04/10/2023 will be held by Tele/

video conference or both.  To submit public comments for this meeting prior 

to meeting, please email comments to councilsupport@wiyot.us by 12pm 

Monday 04/10/2023. All public comments received by 12pm will be read 

into the record during the regular meeting, also to receive a link for the 

meeting please request the link before 12pm  04/10/2023. Public com-

ments received after 12pm will not be read into the record but will be                                                     

Included in the official minutes.  

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 
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Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

Council present: Ted Hernandez, Marnie Atkins, Hazel Garcia, Aaron Stephen-

son, Vanessa Rios  and Brian Mead   

Staff Present: Michelle Vassel, Adam Canter and Robert Pitts Jr.  and Marnie At-

kins 

•     The agenda was approved  

•    The consent calendar was approved 

•   Guest Speaker Jessica Hall, Landscape Architect to discuss City of Eureka Land 

Acknowledgement Landscape Project Description and Update 

•     Council authorized   Resolution 23– 02 authorizing Submission of application 

to NPS for THG program to phone vote due to no budget attached 

•     Council approved  Wiyot Community Engagement Day at Mouralherwaqh, in-

cluding enrolled citizens and descendants, for May 6, 2023  

•     Council tabled WNRD to apply to the CALFIRE California Forest Improvement 

Program (CFIP) and contract with a registered professional forester (RPF) to 

next Tribal Council Meeting 

•     Council approved  Jacobson Engineering   

•     Council approved  2023 Child Care and Development Block Grant, Award # 

23QQCACCDD 

•    Council approved  2023 Child Care Mandatory,  Child Care and Development 

Fund, Award # 23QQCACCDF 

•    Council approved  One Fiscal Staff Travel to Payroll Certification Las Vegas April 

24-28, 2023 

•     Council approved to amend resolution 22-26 

•     Council approved  Tribal Citizens Catalela Miller and Melinda Ramirez 

•     Council approved  Whitchurch Engineering 

•     Council authorized Resolution 23-03 to phone vote due to no budget attached 

•     Council approved resolution 22-04  

Tribal Council meeting March 17th, 2023 
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Council present: Ted Hernandez, Marnie Atkins, Hazel Garcia, Aaron Stephenson  and Brian 

Mead   

Staff Present: Michelle Vassel, Adam Canter and Robert Pitts Jr.  and Marnie Atkins 

•     The agenda was approved  

•    The consent calendar was approved  

• Guest speaker:  United Health Indian Services 

• Council Directive to send out to Community members to see if interested to sit on the 

Friends of the Arcata Marsh Board. 

•  Council  approved Tribal Administrator to enter into contracts with Humboldt Bay Youth Pro-

ject partners Loleta Union Elementary School District, South Bay Union Elementary School 

District, Eureka City School District, and North Bay Union High School District 

• Council approved California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) Fisheries Memorandum 

of Agreement (MOA) for the harvest of culturally important species.  

• Council approved  Resolution 23-01 Low-Income Household Water Assistance Program 

(LIWAP) Benefit Matrix for the Wiyot Tribe 

• Directive to bring back next Tribal Council meeting for more information on Sorrel Leaf Advi-

sory Council 

•  Directive to send out to Community members to see if interested to sit on the Friends of the 

Arcata Marsh Board. 

• Motion approved  HHS Department staff to attend Title VI Conference in Washington DC 

from April 10th through the 15th. 

•  Council approved  2023 Business License Lopez Landscaping & Oceanside Jams 

• Council approved to construct shed 272 Wiyot Dr. 

• Council approved Candidates for Tsek Houdaqh Parent Committee Lisa Stephenson, Hazel 

Garcia and Rose Hernandez 

• Council approved  Homekey Grant and Adopt Budget 

• Council approved   Architect Services and authorize Tribal Administrator to Execute contract 

• Council approved  Reis Foundation Award and adopt budget 

• Council approved Award from the California Endowment, adopt budget and authorize Tribal 

Administrator to execute contract 

• Council approved  Engineering Services and authorize Tribal Administrator to execute con-

tract. 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

Tribal Council Meeting February 13, 2023 



23 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
General 
Council 
meeting Polls 
open 10am-
1pm 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 
 

10 
BCM Meeting 

@ 4pm 
Held by 

zoom/phone 

11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 
 

29 
Rhododen-
dron Parade 
10am 

30       

APRIL 2023 



Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
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Did you move and forget to change your 

address? You can fax 707-733-5601 or 

email  addresschange@wiyot.us  This 

will help in getting your mail to you in a 

timely manner, if your address isn't up to 

date then this will slow your RSTF, news-

letter and other important Tribal mail in 

getting to you. Please note there is a 

$25.00 charge for a stop payment for 

RSTF checks, our policy has always been 

Tribal members need to wait 90 days 

from the date the checks were mailed out 

to reissue another RSTF check. It is very im-

portant to keep an updated address on file, 

you can call the Tribal Office to check your 

address 707-733-5055 80388-7633 

Wiyot Tribe’s General 

Council Election will 

be held  April 1st, 

2023, held at Wiyot 

Tribe Community 

Center 1000 Wiyot 

Dr. Loleta, CA  

Polls open 10am-

1pm 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 
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Wiyot Tribal Council 
Ted Hernandez …...Tribal Chairman (2020-2024) 

Brian Mead…...Vice Chairman (2022-2026) 

Marnie Atkins…...Secretary (2021-2025) 

Vacant ……………….…...Treasurer  

Vanessa Rios…...Council Member ( 2021-2025) 

Hazel Garcia…...Council Member (2019-2023) 

Aaron Stephenson …...Council Member (2020-2024) 

Da Rou Gawok “Everyone working Together”                                                         
Michelle Vassel…...Tribal Administrator   

      Fawn Lopez...Executive Assistant  to TA/Council Clerk                                                                        

Lisa Stephenson…...Enrollment Clerk 

Hazel Garcia…………….Receptionist 

Peggy Orcutt…………….Receptionist 

Heather Blevins…….Operation Manager  

Vacant….Building Maintenance  Assistant 

Sebastian Rios Moreno…...Grounds Keeper 

 

Hiwechk “Money” 
Farzad Forouhar …..Finance Manager  

Jack Kennard………..Accounting Manager 

 

Gou’will da lalouluwuk “Taking care of People” 
Robert Pitts Jr……..Health & Human Service Director                                                                                  

Vanessa Rios…….Laqilh Haluni Supervisor  

Vacant…...ICWA  Advocate 

Vacant…...Transportation Driver 

Vacant……….Social Work Advocate 

Brian Bolden …….....Social Work Advocate                                                                           

Dr. Rita Wafler…...Licensed MFT 

Vacant…….Counseling Mental Heath  

 

Dishgamu “Love” 

Kristen Crooks…….Project Manager 

David Cobb……...Advancement Manager 

 

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “House of Tradition” 
Marnie Atkins…...Da Gou louwi” Director 

Dr. Lynnika Butler ………….Linguist 

Nina Lorence…...Soulatuk curriculum/Data specialist 

Ted Hernandez……..THPO  

 

Tsek Houdaqh “Where the Children are” 
Elizathbeth Hernandez …….Youth Program Manager 

Melinda Ramirez…Vacant……..Johnson O’Malley Coordinator 

Vacant…………...Youth Program Assistant 
 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We belong to the Wilderness” 
Adam Canter…...Natural Resources Director 

Vacant .…….Fisheries Biologist 

Marissa McGrew…...Natural Resources Technician 

Zack Erickson……...Forest Resources Specialist 

George Buckley……....Water Operator 

Brian Mead…….Water Operator in Training 

 

1000 Wiyot Drive 

Loleta, California 95551 

 

Phone: 

707.733.5055/800.388.7633 

Fax: 707.733.5601 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
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Change of Address Request Form 
This is to confirm that my new mailing address is as follows:   

 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ______________________________  City:  ______________________  State:  _____ Zip:________ 

 

Email:  ______________________________   Telephone:  (          )  ____________________________ 

 

Previous Names Used:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Children who will be effected (legal name and Date of Birth:   

 

____________________________     _____________________________  ______________________________ 

 

 

____________________________     _____________________________   ______________________________ 

 

 

Signature:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wiyot Tribe 

1000 Wiyot Dr 

Loleta, CA 95551 


