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Wiyot Tribe 

The Da’luk    

General Council Meeting 

October 7th, 2023 

Polls will be open to vote from 10 am to 1 pm 

1000 Wiyot Dr., Loleta, CA 95551 

 

If you are unable to attend the Wiyot Tribal Election scheduled for October 

7th, 2023, you can vote by absentee ballot. In order to receive an Absentee 

Ballot a form requesting the absentee ballot must be RECEIVED in the Tribal 

Office not fewer than 14 days before the election (September 22, 2023). 

Please do not wait until the deadline to submit the request, get your re-

quest early so there is enough time for you to receive the ballot by mail and 

return it by Election Day. If you voted by absentee ballot last time and sub-

mitted a permanent Absentee Ballot your absentee ballot will automatically 

be mailed. If you are unsure if you requested a permanent Absentee Ballot 

you can contact the office at (707) 733-5055 to verify you are on the perma-

nent Absentee Ballot list. 
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Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center 
Submitted By: Marnie Atkins  

 
The Da Gou Rou Louwi' Cultural Center has new open hours! We will be open Wednesdays, Fridays, 
and Saturdays from 12pm-5pm. Stop by and see us! 
 
Programming has started! On September 13, from 3pm-4pm, we will talk about Soulatluk revitaliza-
tion efforts. Guests will be Dr. Lynnika Butler, the Tribe’s Linguist, Nina Lorance-Ganong, Language 
Specialist, and Marnie Atkins, Soulatluk learner and teacher. This event will be facilitated by Jazzmin 
Fontenot, DGRLCC Assistant and Docent.  
The event is free, but we are limited in space, so please follow the link below to register for a seat. 
https://tinyurl.com/soulatluk 
 
Check out our Facebook page for updated open hours at the Da Gou Rou Louwi' Cultural Center: 
https://www.facebook.com/DGRLCC/. Note that you do not need to have a Facebook account to 
access the information. It is available to view for everyone. 
 
The Cultural Center will be open for Arts Alive! on Saturday, September 2, 2023, from 6:00 p.m. - 
9:00 p.m. This month, we will welcome in our Dishgamu Humboldt Community Land Trust team. Stop 
by, play a board game with them, and walk around the Cultural Center. 
The Da Gou Rou Louwi' Cultural Center is located at 417 Second Street, Suite 101, Eureka. 
Jouwaksh (See you later)! 

Elders and Culture Knowledge Bearers are needed to share their knowledge with oth-
er Wiyot people who wish to learn. Do you know how to weave (medallions, baskets, 
fishing nets, etc.)? Make eel hooks? Do you know how to gather plants for weaving, 
food, and/or medicines? Are you a storyteller that would like to mentor others in sto-
rytelling? Maybe you know some of the history of the Wiyot people and Tribe and 
want to share it with others? Are you a song maker and would like to mentor other 
song makers? Have you made regalia, dresses, and other ceremonial and/or dance 
items and would you like to teach others? Maybe you are an inspired jewelry maker 
and want to inspire other jewelry makers? 
 
If you answered “Hi' ” (yes) to any of these questions, the Wiyot Tribe’s Cultural De-
partment and Da Gou Rou Louwi' Cultural Center needs you and your expertise! We 
are looking for teachers and mentors who have traditional cultural knowledge and/or 
traditional ecological knowledge to share with others. All levels of experience and 
ages will be taught through small workshops. Some workshops will be more intensive 
than others and may include a series of workshops to better convey the knowledge 
you wish to share. And some workshops will be videoed to teach future generations 
of Wiyot people. We offer honorariums for your gift of knowledge and time. 

https://tinyurl.com/soulatluk
https://www.facebook.com/DGRLCC/


Submitted By: Marnie Atkins  

Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center 

September 
 

Da Gou Rou Louwi' Cultural Center 
Calendar of Activities 

 

2023 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 

      Open 

12:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

 

Arts Alive! 

6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

   Open 

12:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

 Open 

12:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Open 

12:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

   Open 

12:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

 

Speaker Series: Language 
Revitalization 

3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 Open 

12:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Open 

12:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

   Open 

12:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

 Open 

12:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Open 

12:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

   Open 

12:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

 Open 

12:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Open 

12:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

       

       
 



Submitted By: Lynnika Butler 

Soulatuk Hougougou’ wurruwisugu’l “bringing the 

Wiyot language back to life” 



 
 

(If the online survey is not convenient for you, please email lynnika@wiyot.us with the following infor-
mation by September 15): 

 

 
VIDEO SKILLS WORKSHOP SCHEDULING SURVEY 

 
Your name & contact information (phone and/or email) 

Your age (all ages are welcome to participate!) 

Your preferred workshop dates: 

September 24-30 

October 16-22 

October 22-28 

Your preferred workshop location/time: 

Table Bluff Reservation (10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) 

Da Gou Rou Louwi' Cultural Center, 417 2nd St., Jaroujiji/Eureka (5:30-8:30 p.m.) 

Neither (but I want to view online video recordings afterward) 

 

 
ABOUT THE WORKSHOPS: 

Wiyot filmmaker Michelle Hernandez and her husband and video partner Richie Winzler will teach a 

five-day video filming & editing workshop for Wiyot tribal members through the Tribe’s BIA Living 
Languages grant. The workshops will cover: 

How to set up a good shot and film video with your smartphone or an iPad or camera (available to 
borrow from the Tribe) 

How to record high-quality audio 
How to use editing software to fine-tune your video, add effects, etc. 

The goal of the grant is to create a library of short videos on any topic, with audio and subtitles in Sou-

latluk.  
As part of the grant, participants will be expected to create a short video (2 or 3 minutes+) using the 

skills learned during the workshops. Language staff will help you translate what you want to say into 
Soulatluk, coach you on pronunciation, and record audio with you! 

The finished videos will be made available to the tribal community for language learning through the 
Tribe’s website, social media, YouTube, etc.  
 

Rra’dutwas (‘I respect/think highly of you’ = respectfully), 

Submitted By: Lynnika Butler 

Soulatuk Hougougou’ wurruwisugu’l “bringing the 

Wiyot language back to life” 

mailto:lynnika@wiyot.us


Summer Fun with the WNRD and Fall Projects to Come!  

The Wiyot Natural Resources Department (WNRD) has had a productive, busy, and fun sum-

mer season, with many accomplishments under our belt as we prepare to move into the 

beautiful fall season and end of our fiscal year (9/30/23).   Highlights include playing a major 

role in operating the resistance-board weir on the South Fork Eel River as an experimental 

control method for the invasive predatory Sacramento pikeminnow, which feed on juvenile 

salmonids and lamprey, as well as compete for habitat (see article by Fisheries Technician Alex 

Juan in this issue!).  Technicians Stacy Giraldo and Alex Juan played a primary role in monitor-

ing and conducting surveys above and below weir, along with other removal methods under 

the guidance of WNRD Fisheries Specialist Marisa McGrew, and we want to commend them 

for their dedication to this effort, which is part of a multifaceted approach to restore the 

Wiya’t (Eel River).  

Our Forest Resources Specialist, Zach Erickson completed a packed season of fieldwork and 

summer intern program assisting with baseline data collection at Mouralherwaqh for the Eco-

Cultural Restoration and Management Plan, working with the tribal interns and Cal Poly Hum-

boldt professor Dr. Bubba (Daniel) Lipe, who focuses on Indigenous Knowledge and Western 

Science integration.  Zach and Marisa have also been working with our partners at the Bureau 

of Land Management (BLM) to begin planning work under our Good Neighbor Authority to 

conduct forest and stream restoration, including eco-cultural restoration within hazelnut 

stands at the Headwaters Forest Reserve, which includes the Hikshar’i (Elk River), as well as 

working to quantify abundance of the invasive Sacramento pikeminnow along the BLM 

Elkhorn Ridge portion of the South Fork Eel.   

This month we also initiated training and monitoring for the presence of Freshwater Harmful 

Algal Blooms (FHABs) along the lower Wiya’t (Eel River) near Palmer Creek and Fernbridge 

and are thankful to our partners at the Blue Lake Rancheria, Jacob Poundsand Dr. Bill Matsubu 

for assisting us, along with Michael Thomas of North Coast Regional Water Quality Control 

Board who came up from Santa Rosa.  We will be continuing FHAB monitoring thru Septem-

ber and will keep the Tribal community updated on our findings.   

Other summer highlights included hosting six WNRD led environmental educational field trips 

with the Tsek Houdaqh youth program to important Wiyot places like Ma-le’l Dunes, Mour-

alherwaqh, Ocean Ranch, Lost Coast Headlands, and kayaking on the Wigi!  We look forward 

to having additional funding to provide more fieldtrips thru our EPA PPG funding in 2024.  This 

month we will also be finalizing our EPA Tribal Environmental Plan (ETEP) which identifies 

WNRD priorities for 2024-2028.   

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
Submitted By Adam Canter  



Other future exciting upcoming work includes kicking off the Wiyot Native Plant Nursery 

this month with recently hired Nursery Manager Alex Kovary, who will be working under 

contracts supported by CDFW through both Duck’s Unlimited and the Mattole Restoration 

Council ($100K) to collect and propagate culturally important plants for restoration and 

Wiyot native plant gardens and patches at Ocean Ranch and the Table Bluff Eco-Reserve.  

This will continue to build the WNRD capacity to consult and contract on restoration work 

within ancestral territory while also serving as economic development for the Tribe.   

To learn more about WNRD activities and how to be involved please reach out anytime!  

Hou’! Adam Canter, Natural Resources Director, adam@wiyot.us 707-733-5055 x 105 

 

Figure 1. Jacob Pounds discusses identifying and sampling for harmful algal blooms near Palmer Creek and the Wiya’t (Eel), with 
WNRD and Blue Lake Environmental Dept. staff.  August 1, 2023. A. Canter 

 

Figure 2. Tsek Houdaqh kayaking Wigi, across from Jaroujiji (Eureka), August 16, 2023. A. Canter. 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
Submitted By Adam Canter  

mailto:adam@wiyot.us
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Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 
Tribal Office 
Closed In 
Observed La-
bor Day 

5 6 7 8 9 

10 
Happy 
Grandpar-
ents Day 

11 
BCM  4pm 

12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 
CA Indian 
Day 

23 
First Day of 
Autumn 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

SEPTEMBER 2023 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
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Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Did you move and forget to 

change your address?  

 

Address changes can be 

faxed (707) 733-5601 or 

Emailed:    

  addresschange@wiyot.us   
 

If your address isn't up to date you 

may not receive your quarterly Rou 

Wenoutwilh payments,  newsletter 

and other important Tribal mail.  

Also, when changing your address 

make sure to include children who 

are part of your household.   

 

Please note there is a $25.00 

charge for a stop payment to re-

place checks lost in the mail.  This is 

a recovery fee for the bank charge 

to stop payment on the check.  To 

avoid this fee keep your address up 

to date wait 90 days from the date 

the checks were mailed out to reis-

sue another RSTF check.   

Anderson, Jade  Arellano, 

Keri Atwell, James Berens, 

Alyssa Bigelow, Gabriel J. 

Black, Dawn  

Black, Jus n C. CPL  Boyd, 

River Xion Brown, Ryah 

Calderon-Stephenson, Ma-

ya   

Crawford, Machelle  Craw-

ford, Niquel  Crellin, Daniel   

Divis, Beverly Duclo, Don-

nell Evenson, Geneva  

Evenson, Helen Evenson-

Foster, Nova-Aya  

Fowler, Joshua Garcia, Nik-

ki Gilchrist, Hunter J. Gon-

zales, Xochilt Greenberg, 

Tyler Guyer, Jennifer Hosp, 

James H. Johnson, Heath 

Johnson, Sherri Jones, Jo-

seph C. Keller, Janet   

Keller, Sonya  

Kemp, Mona Klingsporn, 

Angela Lane, Susan  

Lange, Terry  

Lopez Jr., Jorge  Mager, Ma-

ia  Mallet, Natalie Mead, 

Conner Moritz, Greta Olson, 

Cassandra Olson, Johnathon  

Owen, Marion Owen, Rickey 

Owen-Mead, Bety  Page, Sa-

rah Hale Rasco, Leland Rive-

ra, Andreas Rossig Roth, 

Kaydence Rossig, Vernon 

Tarig, Mikael M. Tipton Jr, 

Thomas K. Tipton, Zakariya 

Tompkins, Aus n Trehearne, 

Anita Wolff, Melody Wood-

hurst, Roy  
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Wiyot Tribal Council 
Ted Hernandez …...Tribal Chairman (2020-2024) 

Brian Mead…...Vice Chairman (2023-2026) 

Marnie Atkins…...Secretary (2021-2025) 

Michelle Hernandez…...Treasurer  (2024-2027) 

Vanessa Rios…...Council Member ( 2021-2025) 

Hazel Garcia…...Council Member (2024-2027) 

Vacant …...Council Member (2020-2024) 

Da Rou Gawok “Everyone working Together” Administration                                                        
Michelle Vassel…...Tribal Administrator   

Vacant…..Administrative Analyst 

Gary Markussen Jr.…...Council Support 

      Fawn Lopez...Executive Assistant    

Heather Blevins…….Administrative Assistant                                                                 

Vacant…...Enrollment Clerk 

Hazel Garcia…………….Receptionist 

Farzad Forouhar …..Finance Manager  

Jack Kennard………..Accounting Manager 

Katherine Culleeney…….Accounts Payable Specialist 

 

Gou’will da lalouluwuk “Taking care of People” Health And 

Human Services Department  
Robert Pitts Jr……..Health & Human Service Director                                                                                  

Vanessa Rios…….Laqilh Haluni (Elders Program) Supervisor  

Vacant…...Transportation Driver 

Peggy Orcutt……….Social Work Advocate 

Brian Bolden …….....Social Work Advocate                                                                           

Dr. Rita Wafler…...Licensed MFT 

 

Dishgamu Community Land Trust 

Carry Tully……..Director  

Kristen Crooks…….Project Manager 

David Cobb……...Advancement Manager 

 

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “Cultural Department 
Vacant…...Da Gou louwi” Director 

Dr. Lynnika Butler ………….Linguist 

Nina Lorence…...Soulatluk curriculum/Data specialist 

 

Ga’muluk Hagu’n Public Works Department 
Ted Hernandez……..Director/THPO  

Sebastian Rios Moreno…...Grounds Keeper 

George Buckley……....Water Operator 

Brian Mead…….Water Operator in Training/Maintenance  

Vacant…….Gardener 

 

Tsek Houdaqh Education Department 
Elizabeth Hernandez …….Director 

Melinda Ramirez…………...Youth Program Assistant 
 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “Natural Resources Department 
Adam Canter…...Natural Resources Director 

Stacy Giraldo.…….Fisheries  Technician 

Marissa McGrew…...Natural Resources Technician 

Zack Erickson……...Forest Resources Specialist 

Vacant………Nursery Manager  

 

1000 Wiyot Drive 

Loleta, California 95551 

 

Phone: 

707.733.5055/800.388.7633 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 



Change of Address Request Form 
This is to confirm that my new mailing address is as follows:   

 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ______________________________  City:  ______________________  State:  _____ Zip:________ 

 

Email:  ______________________________   Telephone:  (          )  ____________________________ 

 

Previous Names Used:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Children who will be effected (legal name and Date of Birth:   

 

____________________________     _____________________________  ______________________________ 

 

 

____________________________     _____________________________   ______________________________ 

 

 

Signature:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wiyot Tribe 

1000 Wiyot Dr 

Loleta, CA 95551 


