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The Da’luk    
See Sea Level Rise in Real Time during the King Tides!! January 

11 & 12 and February 9th 2024!!!!            

The Wiyot Natural Resources Department (WNRD) has for 
several years been working to identify what Tribal cultural 
and natural resources are most vulnerable to sea level rise 
(SLR) and how the Tribe would like to address potential 
impacts from SLR through conducting interviews and out-
reach with Tribal citizens. A King Tides is a non-scientific 
term for what represents the highest tides of the year, 
which on the North Coast of California tend to occur in the 
mid-winter months.  For Wiyot ancestral territory, the King 
Tides this year fall on January 11-12 and February 9, and 
serve as an excellent time to view how SLR will impact our 
coast in the not so far off future.   With many cultural sites and critical 
infrastructure located in the low lying areas around the Wigi, the King 
Tides are  great time to see what the future of our coast will look like, 
while also providing us fodder for how we should best deal with these 
impacts, which will have implications for future generations and the preservation of culture that is associ-
ated with low lying coastal sites, be it villages, gathering sites, or estuarine resources like clams and shell-
fish.  We encourage folks to get out safely and photo document your observations on beaches, estuaries, 
low-lying roads and bridges.   You can post your photos on the Tribes social media and The King Tide Photo 
Initiative at the Cal Poly Humboldt SLR Institute https://humboldtslri.org/king-tide-photo-initiative-2/or 
send them directly to NRD for inclusion in our SLR and climate adaptation planning work.  If you’d like to 
participate remember to always have a partner and be a safe upland distance away from incoming waters.  
To learn more about where best to view the King Tides and the Tribes efforts to assess and monitor im-
pacts from SLR reach out the WNRD at adam@wiyot.us.  We wish everyone a great, safe, and inspiring 
year in 2024! Rra’dutwas, Adam Canter, NRD Director 

Figure 1.  Tuluwat at high tide on December 19, 
2023, while not a King Tide, it was once only 
King tides that would inundate the saltmarsh to 
this degree.  SLR is happening in real time! 

https://humboldtslri.org/king-tide-photo-initiative-2/
mailto:adam@wiyot.us




Submitted By; Adam Canter 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 



Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
Submitted By: Adam Canter 



Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center 
Submitted By: Michelle Vassel 
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Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center 





Dishgamu Community Land Trust 

Submitted By: Carrie Tully 
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Dishgamu Community Land Trust 
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Soulatuk Hougougou’ wurruwisugu’l “bringing the 

Wiyot language back to life” Submitted By: Lynnika Butler 



Conversations on Altruism 

Cheryl A Seidner was asked to join Maral Attallah and Ronnie Swartz October 
10, 2023 at Cal Poly Humboldt for this year’s public conversations on Altruism 
with seasoned academics, researchers, practitioners, educators who join a new 
generation of those interested in possibilities for doing good.  Cheryl was se-
lected for lifetime of passionate work on behalf of Indigenous communities  

Soulatuk Hougougou’ wurruwisugu’l “bringing the 

Wiyot language back to life” 
Submitted By: Lynnika Butler 
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January 2024 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
Tribal Office 

closed in  
Observance 
New Years 

Day  

2 
Tribal Nomi-
nations Open 
Tribal Chair 

& Coun-
cilmember at 

Large  

3 4 5 6 

7 8 
BCM  4pm 

9 
 

10 11 12 13 

14 15 
Tribal Office 

closed in  
Observance 

Martin Luther 
King Jr.  

16 
Tribal Nomi-
nations Close 

@4pm 
Tribal Chair 

& Coun-
cilmember at 

Large  

17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 
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Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 
Did you move and forget 

to change your address?  

 

Address changes can be 

faxed (707) 733-5601 or 

Emailed:    

 addresschange@wiyot.us   
 

If your ad-

dress isn't up 

to date you 

may not re-

ceive your 

quarterly Rou 

Wenoutwilh 

payments,  

newsletter and other important 

Tribal mail.  Also, when changing 

your address make sure to in-

clude children who are part of 

your household.   

Please note there is a $25.00 

charge for a stop payment to re-

place checks lost in the mail.  This 

is a recovery fee for the bank 

charge to stop payment on the 

check.  To avoid this fee keep your 

address up to date wait 90 days 

from the date the checks were 

mailed out to reissue another 

RSTF check.   

Anderson  AJ, Atkins Grady, Atkins Jennifer  

Boyce Elodia, Braaten Jan,  Burrus Timothy 

Cooper, Sharon Crawford McKenzie, Crawford 

Shayla,  Deyarmie Timothy, Evenson Darrell Jr. 

Fuentes Makai Green Gail, Greenberg Katie, James Henry, 

James Kota, James Shane, Lange Spencer, Matthews Angel 

Darling , Meyers, Deanne, Miller, Cataleia , Nichols Tammie, 

Norman James, Osterman Jeneene,     Pedro Anthony, Pike 

Marie,  Rasco Darrell , Reyes Flemette Roberts Jeremy,  Rop-

er  Mikenzie,  Rossig Roth,  Karter A. Rossig Kimberly,  Ros-

sig,, Wyatt,  Steen Brenna Rebecca, Stephenson, Alexandra 

H. Thomas Payton, Tompkins Elaine, Wade  Kirsten,  Wall 

Wyatt, Wheeler Patty, Wilkinson Asher  Wilkinson, Thomas,  

Woodhurst Jimmy,  Woodhurst  Vincent, Wyland  Alexandra , 

Zacha, Jackie  

Nominations open January 2nd, 2024 

• Tribal Chainman 2025-2028 

• Council member at Large 2025-2028 

Nominations need to be turned in no later than 

January 16th, 2024 by the end of business day 

4pm.  

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
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Wiyot Tribal Council 
Ted Hernandez …...Tribal Chairman (2020-2024) 

Brian Mead…...Vice Chairman (2023-2026) 

Marnie Atkins…...Secretary (2021-2025) 

Michelle Hernandez…...Treasurer  (2024-2027) 

Vanessa Rios…...Council Member ( 2021-2025) 

Hazel Garcia…...Council Member (2024-2027) 

Vacant …...Council Member (2020-2024) 

Da Rou Gawok “Everyone working Together” Administration                                                        
Michelle Vassel…...Tribal Administrator   

Vacant…..Administrative Analyst 

Gary Markussen Jr.…...Council Support 

      Fawn Lopez...Executive Assistant    

Heather Blevins…….Administrative Assistant                                                                 

Vacant…...Enrollment Clerk 

Hazel Garcia…………….Receptionist 

Farzad Forouhar …..Finance Manager  

Jack Kennard………..Accounting Manager 

Katherine Culleeney…….Accounts Payable Specialist 

 

Gou’will da lalouluwuk “Taking care of People” Health And 

Human Services Department  
Robert Pitts Jr……..Health & Human Service Director                                                                                  

Liz Edwards…….Laqilh Haluni (Elders Program)  

Vacant…...Transportation Driver 

Peggy Orcutt……….Social Work Advocate 

Brian Bolden …….....Social Work Advocate                                                                           

Dr. Rita Wafler…...Licensed MFT 

 

Dishgamu Community Land Trust 

Carry Tully……..Director  

Kristen Crooks…….Project Manager 

David Cobb……...Advancement Manager 

 

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “Cultural Department 
Vacant…...Da Gou louwi” Director 

Dr. Lynnika Butler ………….Linguist 

Nina Lorence…...Soulatluk curriculum/Data specialist 

 

Ga’muluk Hagu’n Public Works Department 
Ted Hernandez……..Public Works Director/THPO  

Sebastian Rios Moreno…...Grounds Keeper 

George Buckley……....Water Operator 

Brian Mead…….Water Operator in Training/Maintenance  

 

Tsek Houdaqh Education Department 
Elizabeth Hernandez …….Director 

Melinda Ramirez…………...Youth Program Assistant 
 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “Natural Resources Department 
Adam Canter…...Natural Resources Director 

Stacy Giraldo.…….Fisheries  Technician 

Marissa McGrew…...Natural Resources Technician 

Zack Erickson……...Forest Resources Specialist 

Mariah Buckley….Intern Gardener  

Vacant………Nursery Manager  

 

1000 Wiyot Drive 

Loleta, California 95551 

 

Phone: 

707.733.5055/800.388.7633 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 



Change of Address Request Form 
This is to confirm that my new mailing address is as follows:   

 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ______________________________  City:  ______________________  State:  _____ Zip:________ 

 

Email:  ______________________________   Telephone:  (          )  ____________________________ 

 

Previous Names Used:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Children who will be effected (legal name and Date of Birth:   

 

____________________________     _____________________________  ______________________________ 

 

 

____________________________     _____________________________   ______________________________ 

 

 

Signature:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wiyot Tribe 

1000 Wiyot Dr 

Loleta, CA 95551 


