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The Da’luk     

Daniel Lee Ramirez Stephenson 

Our family suffered the immense loss of Daniel 

Lee Ramirez Stephenson on March 5th, 2024. 

Daniel is survived by his daughter Laiyana, 

Mother Dalila Ramirez, siblings Esmeralda 

Ramirez, Armando Ramirez, Alan Ramirez Ste-

phenson , Marissa Ramirez Stephenson, Nayeli 

Ramirez, his grandparents, many cousins and 

aunts and uncles. Preceded in death by his fa-

ther Alan Leo Stephenson Jr. Daniel was only 16 

years young and in those 16 years he lived so 

much life and touched so many people in a pos-

itive way. He was always a joyful and easy going 

person who loved spending his free time with 

his family. Daniel welcomed his firstborn baby 

girl Laiyana into the world on July 25, 2023. 

This incredible loss is almost unbearable for his 

family. Daniel was in an accident with his Uncle 

Guadalupe Ramirez who also sustained major 

injuries. Daniel and Guadalupe were extremely 

close and worked together and spent much of 

their free time together helping one another 

with life’s everyday obligations. This accident is 

one of the worst tragedies our family has 

suffered. It would be greatly appreciated if 

you’re able to donate anything to his mother to 

help cover some of the costs of the funeral ex-

penses as she is doing the most unbearable and 

painful thing for a parent in planning the funer-

al arrangements for her son. If you cannot do-

nate we ask that you say a prayer to keep our 

family strong during these very difficult times 

and we appreciate any loving memories you 

have with Daniel to be shared. 

Our family asks that you give his mother and 

siblings space from any questions during this 

time and allow them to grieve in peace. His 

mother and siblings are planning a funeral for 

their brother. It’s already a very hard time for 

them as soon as they have all the details 

worked out they will be shared publicly, thank 

you. 



Submitted By: Elizabeth Hernandez 

Tsek Houdaqh “where the children are” 
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Soulatuk Hougougou’ wurruwisugu’l “bringing the 

Wiyot language back to life” 
Submitted By: Lynnika Butler 
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Wiyot Nursery, Staff, Plants, and WSP Members Shine and Renew at Ocean 

Ranch Watershed Awareness Volunteer Event (WAVE)!!! 

 

On March 16, 2024, perhaps the most gorgeous day yet of 2024, the Wiyot Natural Resources De-

partment (WNRD), the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), and our California Con-

servation Corps (CCC) Watershed’s Stewards Program (WSP) corpsmember’s Kasie Tyler and Regine 

Familara successfully recruited 72 volunteers to help with establishing a Wiyot Cultural Demonstra-

tion Garden at the recently restored Ocean Ranch Unit of the Eel River Wildlife Area on Table Bluff.  

The garden is in a triangular shape bordered with driftwood in the spirit of a Wiyot basket design 

within close proximity to the parking lot and easily accessible 

to elders and youth and contained some of the first Wiyot 

cultural plants from the fledging Wiyot Native Plant Nursery 

to be out- planted in ancestral territory, which is under the 

competent helm of garden intern Mariah Buckley.  Some of 

the Wiyot cultural plant relatives planted were used for food, 

basketry, regalia, or cultural items and included Coltsfoot 

(Petasites palmatus) Columbine (Aquilegia formosa) Giant 

chain fern (Woodwardia fimbrata) Hazelnut (Corylus 

conrunuta ssp. californica) One-leaf onion (Allium unifolium), 

mock orange (Philadelphus lewesii) monkeyflower (sticky) 

(Mimulus aurantiacus)  Ninebark (Physocarpus capitatus) Or-

egon grape (Berberis nervosa) Pacific reedgrass 

(Calamagrostis nutkaensis), Sandberry (kinnikinnick) 

(Arctostaphylus uva-ursi), Vine tea (Clinopodium douglasii).  

 

Spring Solid Waste Event for Reservation Residents 

 A Solid Waste event will be held April 22-26 for Table Bluff Reservation Residents.  This large bin is 

intended to remove bulky solid waste items from the Reservation.  Please bring over items that are 

too large to fit in your regular weekly pickup.  Please do not 

stack around the bin, or overfill the bin and do not dispose of 

recyclable materials, hazardous waste,  biohazards, or diverta-

ble waste (electronics, tires, and large appliances).   

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
Submitted By: Adam Canter 
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Da Gou Rou Louwi’ Cultural Center   

Reciprocal Land Relationships 
 
 

Reciprocal Land Relationships, an exhibit by the Wiyot 
Tribe, is scheduled to take place during the month of April 
at the Da Gou Rou Louwi’ Cultural Center at 417 2nd Street 
in Eureka.  The opening reception of the exhibit is sched-
uled to take place during Arts Alive on April 6th, 2024, 
from 6-9 pm.  There will be a meet and greet with Aldaron 
Laird and Marnie Atkins, and the new book “A Photo-
graphic Exploration of Wigi” and the Shawir Darrudaluduk 
(Natural Resources department) will have an interactive 
table to learn about Native plans and make and take Na-
tive seed balls to grow at home or to plant in public spac-
es.     
 
The exhibit will showcase Lhatsik (traditional story) the 
Stolen Salmon Story and teach visitors about reciprocal re-
lationships that exist between the Wiyot people and their ancestral homelands.  Guests 
will learn some specific traditional methods for caring for native plants that feed us.  
There will be two environmental restoration talks.  The Shawir Darrudaluduk (Natural Re-
sources department) will be speaking regarding the Wiyot Native Plant Nursery and tradi-
tional foods on April 6th, 2024, from 3-5 pm.  Join us on Earth Day April 20th from 1-3 pm 

for a talk that will focus on the Restoration of the 
Eel River -- Wiyot Pikeminnow project on April 20 
from 1-3 pm.  The Natural Resources team will be 
tabling at both Arts Alive and Earth Day.   
 
Displays will be interactive and there will be op-
portunities to interact with the exhibit online 
through the Da Gou Rou Louwi’ Facebook and In-
stagram page: https://www.facebook.com/
DGRLCC and https://www.instagram.com/dgrlcc/ 

https://www.facebook.com/DGRLCC
https://www.facebook.com/DGRLCC
https://www.instagram.com/dgrlcc/


Recaps March Exhibit Transformer Lhatsik 
 
 

 
Very prominent throughout the Northwest Coast, Transformer stories are stories where transformations hap-

pen in the World. They include transformations of gou'wil (people), jechach (animals), and lughurruk 

(land).   In Soulatluk, these stories include  monster-

slaying adventures of tricksters and teaching of mores 

and folkways that are deeply rooted in place.   

 

Indigenous people from other parts of the country 

have similar stories with regionally common characters 

like Spider, Blue jay, Raven, Coyote, Rabbit, Maui, and 

the Twins in Soulatluk we have  

In Soulatluk we say Gouche da wulh... “Long time ago…  

Butterflies were used as a symbol of the metamorpho-

sis we all experience in our own lives.  

 



Nex Benedict Vigil was held March 9th  
 

In February an Oklahoma Native, Non-binary 16 year old, Nex 

Benedict, was beaten by three girls in a school bathroom. The 

next day Nex died. Memorials for Nex happened across the coun-

try. Nex died after a long pattern of bullying, both at school and 

from the Oklahoma state government who enacted hateful poli-

cies impacting the daily lives of gender diverse students across 

the State, empowering hate in schools. 

There is a lot more to say about the circumstances leading up to 

and following the death of Nex, such as the way the school failed 

to call for an ambulance or document the hate event, and local 

law enforcements questionable handling of the situation, but for 

now we will just say this:  Two Spirit, Queer people, Native peo-

ple, and allies across the country are mourning this tragic, pre-

ventable, and predictable death.  The Wiyot Tribe’s Da Gou Rou 

Louwi’ Cultural Center stayed open for the event and  Two-

Feathers NAFS provided mental health clinicians and support at 

the event.    

Two Spirit Day of Appreciation and Celebration March 19 

County of Humboldt, City of Eureka and  City of Arcata proclaimed March 19, 

2024 as Two Spirit Day of Appreciation and Celebration.  Becoming the first, 

Second and the third US government entity to proclaim Two-Spirit Day of Ap-

preciation and Celebration .  Held on the spring equinox, the holiday high-

lights the Two-Spirit identity, described as an umbrella term as an intersec-

tion of Indigenous and LGBTQ+ identities.   These proclamations set the holi-

day and encourage people to learn about Two-Spirit traditions a day to cele-

brate our Gou’mel (both together) an umbrella term in Soulatluk used to in-

clude our Two Spirit Wiyot relatives.    

Da Rou Gawok (Everyone Working Together) 



The Wiyot Tribe prevailed in lawsuit filed against the City of Eureka by a spe-
cial interest group, “Citizens for a Better Eureka.  The group funded by Rob 
Arkley’s business Security national, sued the City of Eureka for their parking 
lots to affordable housing project.  Two of the sites in the parking lots to 
affordable housing project were awarded to the Wiyot Tribe to construct 
housing in downtown Eureka.  The law suit , which sought to preserve park-
ing, argued that the City of Eureka filed to follow CEQA in that it didn’t ade-
quately study the environmental impacts of loss of parking was previously 
rejected by the California Attorney General’s Office.   

The lawsuit would have directly impacted the Tribes ability to move forward 
on contracts, gain site control, reduced opportunity for grant funding and 
financing. The Tribe intervened in the lawsuit, thus the Tribe intervened argu-
ing that the Tribe was an indispensable party in the lawsuit and that the law-
suit would have prevented the Tribe from accessing financing site control and created construction delays 
and that the Tribe has sovereign immunity and therefore could not be joined in the suit and so the suit 
should be dismissed.  After oral arguments the judge needed time to make the decision.  A week later the 
judge issued a single page order of dismissal.   

Case Dismissed  

Notice of Open Nomination Period 

No nominations for the two open positions Tribal Chair or Council member were received by the Trib-

al office by the nomination deadline for the April Election.  With no qualified nominations, the Tribe is 

reopening the nomination period for the Tribal election which will occur in October of 2024.  The fol-

lowing position  is up for election in 2024, Chair and council member at large.  Nominations for va-

cant Tribal Council position will be accepted at the Tribal office beginning June 1st, 2024 and nomina-

tions end on June 15th, 2024.  All nominations must be postmarked by or received in the Tribal office 

by June 15 in order to be valid.  Nominations must be submitted in writing by one eligible voter and 

signed by the eligible tribal member nominee in accordance with Article IV of the Constitution.  The 

nomination document must specify the following information:  Submittal date of the nomination, 

name of the nominee, position to which the nominee wishes to be elected, name and signature of 

The person making the nomination, signature of the person being nominated, background (relations, 

number of meetings attended, committees or boards).  Nomination forms are available at the Tribal 

office. Official notifications of qualified nominees will be listed in the July Tribal Newsletter.  Between 

the months of July through October, but before the elections meeting all nominees will submit at 

least one article to the Tribal Newsletter or participate in at least one Town Hall meeting to discuss 

issues they and their constituents find important to the Tribe.   

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted by: Michelle Vassel 
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JOB OPENINGS 
Climate Specialist 

Dishgamu Director 

Forestry Technician 

Fish Technician 

Temporary Maintenance Worker 

Wiyot Talent Pool 

Don’t see a position that suits you? Send us a resume  

and job application to be added to our database of candidates. 

 

To apply, send your resume with a completed job application found  

at wiyot.us/jobs to humanresources@wiyot.us or drop off at  

1000 Wiyot Dr. Loleta, CA. 

 

The Wiyot Tribe provides a comprehensive benefits package for  

full-time employees including employer-paid medical, dental, and life  

insurance, a 401(k) plan with a 7% match, and a generous paid leave  

policy along with 16 paid holidays. 

Submitted by: Michelle Vassel 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
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Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

April 2024 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
April Fools 

Day 

2 3 4 5 6 
General 
Council 
Meeting  

Polls open 
10am-1pm 

7 8 
BCM  4pm 

9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 
Income 

Taxes Due 

16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 
Earth 
Day 

23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
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Did you move and forget 

to change your address?  

 

Address changes can be 

faxed (707) 733-5601 or 

Emailed:    

 addresschange@wiyot.us   
 

If your address isn't up to date 

you may not receive your quar-

terly Rou Wenoutwilh payments,  

newsletter and 

other im-

portant Tribal 

mail.  Also, 

when changing 

your address 

make sure to 

include children who are part of 

your household.   

Please note there is a $25.00 

charge for a stop payment to re-

place checks lost in the mail.  This 

is a recovery fee for the bank 

charge to stop payment on the 

check.  To avoid this fee keep your 

address up to date wait 90 days 

from the date the checks were 

mailed out to reissue another 

RSTF check.   

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

B General Building License. Ronnie can do 
new construction, remodels, framing, siding, 
doors, windows, decks, carpentry . 
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Wiyot Tribal Council 
Ted Hernandez …...Tribal Chairman (2020-

2024) 

Brian Mead…...Vice Chairman (2023-2026) 

Marnie Atkins…...Secretary (2021-2025) 

Michelle Hernandez…...Treasurer  (2024-

2027) 

Vanessa Rios…...Council Member ( 2021-

2025) 

Hazel Garcia…...Council Member (2024-2027) 

Vacant …...Council Member (2020-2024) 

Da Rou Gawok “Everyone working Together” Administration                                                        
Michelle Vassel…...Tribal Administrator   

Vacant…..Administrative Analyst 

Gary Markussen Jr.…...Council Support 

      Fawn Lopez...Executive Assistant    

Heather Blevins…….Administrative Assistant                                                                

Hazel Garcia…………….Receptionist 

Farzad Forouhar …..Finance Manager  

Jack Kennard………..Human Resource Manager 

Katherine Culleeney…….Accounts Payable Specialist 

 

Gou’will da lalouluwuk “Taking care of People” Health And     

Human Services Department  
Robert Pitts Jr……..Health & Human Service Director                                                                                  

Liz Edwards…….Laqilh Haluni (Elders Program)  

Brian Bolden …….....Transportation Driver                                                                      

Dr. Rita Wafler…...Licensed MFT 

 

Dishgamu Community Land Trust 

Vacant……..Director  

Kristen Crooks…….Project Manager 

Vacant……...Advancement Manager 

 

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “Cultural Department 
Vacant…...Da Gou louwi” Director 

Dr. Lynnika Butler ………….Linguist 

Nina Lorence…...Soulatluk curriculum/Data specialist 

 

Ga’muluk Hagu’n Public Works Department 
Ted Hernandez……..Public Works Director/THPO  

Sebastian Rios Moreno…...Grounds Keeper 

George Buckley……....Water Operator 

Brian Mead…….Water Operator in Training/Maintenance  

 

Tsek Houdaqh Education Department 
Elizabeth Hernandez …….Director 

Melinda Ramirez…………...Youth Program Assistant 
 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “Natural Resources Department” 
Adam Canter…...Natural Resources Director 

Stacy Giraldo.…….Fisheries  Technician 

Marissa McGrew…...Natural Resources Technician 

Zack Erickson……...Forest Resources Specialist 

Mariah Buckley….Intern Gardener  

Vacant………Nursery Manager  

 

1000 Wiyot Drive 

Loleta, California 95551 

 

Phone: 

707.733.5055/800.388.7633 

Fax: 707.733.5601 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 



Change of Address Request Form 
This is to confirm that my new mailing address is as follows:   

 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ______________________________  City:  ______________________  State:  _____ Zip:________ 

 

Email:  ______________________________   Telephone:  (          )  ____________________________ 

 

Previous Names Used:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Children who will be effected (legal name and Date of Birth:   

 

____________________________     _____________________________  ______________________________ 

 

 

____________________________     _____________________________   ______________________________ 

 

 

Signature:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wiyot Tribe 

1000 Wiyot Dr 

Loleta, CA 95551 


