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Wiyot Tribe 

The Da’luk    
Contribute to the Future Planning for the special Wiyot Place of 

Mouralherwaqh 
 

Cal Poly Humboldt Mouralherwaqh Eco-Cultural Restoration Mgt. and Planning Capstone 
and MS in Engineering and Community Practice Classes will present research ideas and find-
ings to the TBR Community at the TBR center on Thursday May 9, 2024, from 5 p.m.-8 p.m.  
Come learn, ask questions, and contribute your thoughts to the future stewardship of this 
Wiyot Cultural and Biologically rich property by the Wigi near King Salmon.  We hope to see 
you there!!! Reach out to WNRD Director Adam Canter for more information.  ad-
am@wiyot.us 707-733-5055. 

Figure 1. Cal Poly Hum-
boldt Students learn 
about local ecology and 
restoration at Mour-
alherwaqh, along with 
how best to support 
Wiyot reciprocal rela-
tionships with the forest.  
Fall 2023 
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Ha’wa’lou everyone, I’m happy to be back! I previously worked 

for the Wiyot Tribe in 2008 for about five years helping cata-

logue and make storage mounts for the collection, creating ex-

hibits, and generally helping wherever needed in the Cultural 

Department. I went on to manage the Clarke Historical Museum 

for 12 years, then Redwood Acres Fairgrounds, and lastly spent a 

couple years working as the Budget and Grant Manager for the Cultural Resource 

Facility at the university, while having two kids, Wes (2 years old) and Etta (5 

months). I’m excited to be part of the excellent team at the Da Gou Rou Louwi’ 

Cultural Center, who have all helped me feel right at home! Rra’dutwas 

(respectfully), Ben Brown   

Ha’wa’lou  

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
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Submitted By: Zack Erickson 

Humboldt Bay Symposium Update 

The 2024 Humboldt Bay Symposium took place 

on April 12th, 2024 in Jaroujiji (Eureka). The 

WNRD presented during the Friday Ecology and 

Restoration Session. That event was sold out 

with many researchers, practitioners, and gov-

ernment officials in the crowd. The WNRD, with 

partners from the Bureau of Land Management 

(BLM), gave a presentation discussing the resto-

ration of Hiksha’ri (Elk River) and the agreement 

that has facilitated it.  

The Good Neighbor Agreement (GNA), which is a 

formal contract between the BLM and the Wiyot 

Tribe allows for the Tribe to act as stewards to 

these forests. Our BLM partners spoke about the 

agreement and also provided a brief background 

on the forest itself. Some important notes about 

the GNA are that some governments are able to 

keep revenue generated from restoration activi-

ties (such as thinning) but Native American 

tribes are not. This is one aspect of the GNA we 

hope to see changed in the future. 

The presentation included a brief introduction 

on how important this partnership is by the 

WNRD. As we have reported before in this news-

letter, the BLM Headwaters Forest Reserve is the 

only contiguous forest under federal manage-

ment in the Wiyot Tribe’s ancestral lands. This 

forest is special for other reasons though. The 

remnant old-growth voupul (coast redwood) 

stands that have survived over a century of log-

ging are the last of their kind in Wiyot Tribe an-

cestral lands. They are also the last patches of 

old-growth forests that runoff into tributaries 

that feed Wigi (Humboldt Bay). 

Hiksha’ri also is the home to Salomon (Valhuk), 

and Pacific Lamprey (Gou’daw) that use these 

waters. They run up into the Headwaters Forest 

Reserve from the lower private landholdings. 

The WNRD and BLM are continuing to work on 

enhancing habitat within Hiksha’ri through the 

loading of large woody debris. The wood pro-

vides many benefits to both the stream and the 

fish while helping restore the riparian forests 

above the water’s edge. Marisa McGrew 

(fisheries) of the WNRD showed images of work 

that has already been completed and how they 

were drastically impacted by those powerful 

winter rain events. 

As we continue to protect and restore areas ad-

jacent to these ancient forests, we also build ca-

pacity to engage in other lands. While we work 

to protect these trees that reach so far into the 

past, we look toward a future of opportunity. 

The forest and the river will be providing a space 

to train future Indigenous foresters over the 

summer, and to support a forestry and fisheries 

technician within the department. This is one 

way the WNRD is working within systems to cre-

ate benefits for the Tribe. 

Look forward to hearing about more updates 

from the WNRD. 

If you have any questions or would like to talk 
about what is going on in the Headwaters Forest 
Reserve, please reach out to Zack 
(zerickson@wiyot.us) or Marisa 
(marisa@wiyot.us). 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 

mailto:zerickson@wiyot.us


Submitted By: Adam Canter 

TBR Seasonal wetland functions and Non-point Source Pollution Pre-
vention under CWA 319   

Ha’wa’lou out there in the glorious Wiyot spring.  If you 
made it outside at all this past winter, which we hope 
you did, I’m sure you noticed that it was a wet one! We 
had countless storms dropping over 41 inches in 
Jaroujiji (Eureka) since October, but with the drought 
years I think some of us forgot the annual average pre-
cipitation for our area has historically been around 46 
inches/year, making this year about average.  Table 
Bluff is scattered with seasonal wetlands, biodiverse ar-
eas where the water table reaches the surface only dur-
ing the rainy season, and sometimes only during wet years.  This year we saw almost contiguous 
ponding at the Table Bluff Reservation (TBR) wetland in the southeast quadrant of the Rez along 
Bayview Drive.  Natural rain accumulation and runoff from the road filled this TBR wetland early 
on in the fall along with other seasonal wetlands around Table Bluff, providing benefits to macro-
invertebrates an in-turn waterfowl and marsh birds like the meluqhiyan (Great Blue Heron) which 
was seen regularly this winter within the TBR wetland.  The Tribe employs wetlands protections 
and enhancements thru native cultural plant installations that filter out and reduce runoff from 
TBR streets and vehicles.  The photos below note seasonal runoff this winter with the most recent 
showing dry down and establishment of native rushes like (Juncus effusus), red flowering currant 
(Ribes sanguineau), and red alder (Alnus rubra), to name a few species planted over the last sev-
eral years combined with wetlands protections using EPA Clean Water Act (CWA) Section 319  to 
monitor non-point source runoff and install native plantings to mitigate potential pollutants into 
the groundwater and in turn work to protect the water quality of Wigi (Humboldt Bay).  This work 
is just one example of how EPA CWA funds support the WNRD to help better protect the environ-
ment from pollution.  To learn more about CWA 319 and water stewardship activities of the Tribe 
reach out to the WNRD.  Adam Canter, WNRD Director, adam@wiyot.us 707-733-5055.                                                                                                         

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
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Wiyot Tribe Fisheries (WTF)  

The fish keep WNRD on their toes. This is a general update on all things fisheries with our depart-

ment. 

Starting in the Eel River estuary at Ocean Ranch, we have officially surpassed an entire year of moni-

toring since restoration was completed in 2022. Monthly monitoring began in February 2023 so we 

hit our year mark this past February, and we’re still going. We caught coho salmon smolts across the 

property, and they look happy and healthy. Estuaries are extremely important habitats for anadro-

mous fish like coho – this is an important transition zone where young juveniles can go through physi-

ological changes to prepare themselves for the ocean. Other fish we have seen include the federally 

endangered tidewater goby, Pacific herring, longfin smelt, and finally we have caught young chinook 

salmon!  

Moving upstream to Lhou’lhaqh or the South Fork of the Eel River, WNRD will have written the 

Lhou’lhaqh Sacramento Pikeminnow Management Plan. After five years of pikeminnow monitoring, 

suppression and research this plan is essentially the first iteration of information and methods on the 

ecology and potential control of this fish. One new piece of info worth noting that came from our 

work is the discovery of sexual dimorphism displayed in Sacramento pikeminnow in the Eel. This 

means that there is a distinct physical difference between males and females – males tend to be 

smaller while females tend to be larger. This has greatly supported our efforts in targeting large 

pikeminnow for removal, and taught us more about this fish species. 

Within the Eel more monitoring is about to occur, but this time the focus is on eels or Pacific lamprey. 

We will be conducting spawning surveys looking for adults and their nests, backpack electrofishing to 

look for the juveniles, and speaking with tribal eelers on their catch. This work will help us learn mroe 

about their abundance and population in the Eel River. 

Moving out of the Eel and into Wigi to the South Fork Elk River, we have started some long-term res-

toration work. This includes the installation of large wood into the stream to enhance salmonid and 

lamprey habitat and stream complexity. We have over seven miles of stream that will likely have large 

wood installation involved. The special part of this work includes the forestry side where simultane-

ously by falling some of these trees for the stream, we’re also opening up the forest canopy to allow 

low-growing shrubs to grow, and decreasing density of the forest. 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
Submitted By: Marisa McGrew 



Tsek Houdaqh “Where the Children Are At”  
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Submitted By: Robert Pitts  

Gou’wil Da Lalouluwuk ‘Taking Care of People’  



May 2024 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 
Arts Alive 

Eureka 
6pm-9pm 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
Native Arts 

Festival 
10am-3pm 
Windsor, 

CA 

12 
 

13 
BCM  4pm 

14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Cali Collec-
tive Native 

Fashion 
Show 

11am-4pm 
Loleta, CA 

26 27 
Tribal Office 

Closed  
Observance  

Memorial Day 

28 29 30 31  

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
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Did you move and forget 

to change your address?  

 

Address changes can be 

faxed (707) 733-5601 or 

Emailed:    

 addresschange@wiyot.us   
If your ad-

dress isn't up 

to date you 

may not re-

ceive your 

quarterly Rou 

Wenoutwilh 

payments,  newsletter and other 

important Tribal mail.  Also, when 

changing your address make sure 

to include children who are part 

of your household.   

Please note there is a $25.00 

charge for a stop payment to re-

place checks lost in the mail.  This 

is a recovery fee for the bank 

charge to stop payment on the 

check.  To avoid this fee keep your 

address up to date wait 90 days 

from the date the checks were 

mailed out to reissue another 

RSTF check.   

B General Building License. Ronnie Beauchamp can 

do new construction, remodels, framing, siding, 

doors, windows, decks, carpentry . 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 
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Wiyot Tribal Council 
Vacant …...Tribal Chairman (2025-2028) 

Brian Mead…...Vice Chairman (2023-2026) 

Marnie Atkins…...Secretary (2021-2025) 

Michelle Hernandez…...Treasurer  (2024-2027) 

Vanessa Rios…...Council Member ( 2021-2025) 

Hazel Garcia…...Council Member (2024-2027) 

Vacant …...Council Member (2025-2028) 

Da Rou Gawok “Everyone working Together” Administration                                                        
Michelle Vassel…...Tribal Administrator   

Vacant…..Administrative Analyst 

Gary Markussen Jr.…...Council Support 

      Fawn Lopez...Executive Assistant    

Heather Blevins…….Administrative Assistant                                                                

Hazel Garcia…………….Receptionist 

Farzad Forouhar …..Finance Manager  

Jack Kennard………..Human Resource Manager 

Katherine Culleeney…….Accounts Payable Specialist 

 

Gou’will da lalouluwuk “Taking care of People” Health And     

Human Services Department  
Robert Pitts Jr……..Social Work                                                                                 

Liz Edwards…….Laqilh Haluni (Elders Program)  

Brian Bolden …….....Transportation Driver                                                                      

Dr. Rita Wafler…...Licensed MFT 

 

Dishgamu Community Land Trust 

Vacant……..Director  

Donna Wilson………..Property Manager 

Kristen Crooks…….Project Manager 

Vacant……...Advancement Manager 

 

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “Cultural Department 
Ben Brown…...Da Gou louwi” Director 

Dr. Lynnika Butler ………….Linguist 

Nina Lorence…...Soulatluk curriculum/Data specialist 

 

Ga’muluk Hagu’n Public Works Department 
Ted Hernandez……..Public Works Director/THPO  

Sebastian Rios Moreno…...Grounds Keeper 

George Buckley……....Water Operator 

Brian Mead…….Water Operator in Training/Maintenance  

 

Tsek Houdaqh Education Department 
Elizabeth Hernandez …….Director 

Melinda Ramirez…………...Youth Program Assistant 
 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “Natural Resources Department” 
Adam Canter…...Natural Resources Director 

Stacy Giraldo.…….Fisheries  Technician 

Marissa McGrew…...Natural Resources Technician 

Zack Erickson……...Forest Resources Specialist 

Mariah Buckley….Intern Gardener  

Vacant………Nursery Manager  

 

1000 Wiyot Drive 

Loleta, California 95551 

 

Phone: 

707.733.5055/800.388.7633 

Fax: 707.733.5601 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 



Change of Address Request Form 
This is to confirm that my new mailing address is as follows:   

 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ______________________________  City:  ______________________  State:  _____ Zip:________ 

 

Email:  ______________________________   Telephone:  (          )  ____________________________ 

 

Previous Names Used:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Children who will be effected (legal name and Date of Birth:   

 

____________________________     _____________________________  ______________________________ 

 

 

____________________________     _____________________________   ______________________________ 

 

 

Signature:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wiyot Tribe 

1000 Wiyot Dr 

Loleta, CA 95551 


