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Wiyot Tribe 

The Da’luk    
Playground Ribbon Cutting Ceremony  

 

Loleta— 05/21/2024 — Wiyot Tribe officials came together for a Ribbon 

cutting ceremony to celebrate the Expansion of the Table Bluff Reservation 

Community Playground on May 21, 2024.   Previous improvements to the 

playground include a new Challengers Play structure rated for children aged 5

-12, two slides, monkey bars, telescope, climbing bars, and a climbing turtle.  

The Tribe added six new swings.  The upgrades also include a new section rat-

ed for use by younger children aged 2-5 which include four infant swings, chipmunk, dump truck spring riders, a 

Fun Center rated for children with 3 slides, a rock climb, a step climb, steering wheel, and drum.    

The shredded tire playground surfacing was replaced by Poured-in-Place Safety Surfacing for the recreational 

floor.  The walking bridge, used by children to access the park was repaired and painted.  Temporary Benches 

and picnic table have been added until the permanent picnic table and benches arrive which were held up by 

manufacturing, and shipping delays caused by the global pandemic.   

This was a completion of phase one of a two phase project.  The next phase will include equipment for use by 

teens, adults, and elders.  This project is part of the Tribes five-year plan to expand upon healthy outdoor infra-

structure.    These improvements and renovations were funded thanks to a grant by the US Department of 

Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Child Care Development Emergency Re-

sponse Grant. Call Robert Pitts at Wiyot Health and Human Services for questions or more information (707) 

733-5055.   
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Submitted By: Ben Brown 

Da Gou Rou Louwi’ Cultural Center   



Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
Submitted By; Alex Juan 

A Sacramento 
Pikeminnow from 
the Eel River 

 Ha’wa’lou everyone! My name is Alex and I am a fisheries technician for Shawir Darrudaluduk (Wiyot Nat-
ural Resources Department) as well as a graduate student at Cal Poly Humboldt. For the last two years, a large 
part of my work and studies has revolved around the Sacramento Pikeminnow, an invasive fish species in Wiya’t 
(Eel River). Though many of us have heard about the negative impacts these fish have on our native species, less is 
known about the actual details of their life history and biology. Here I will give a quick rundown on what we know 
and what I have found over the past two seasons of research. Sacramento Pikeminnow are just one of a group of 
fish known as the pikeminnows (genus Ptychocheilus). They are minnows that have evolved the pretty unique trait 
of being predators, in many cases being at or near the top of the food chain. Despite their similarities, different 
pikeminnow species are viewed very differently – the endangered Colorado Pikeminnow is treasured and heavily 
conserved while the relatively common Northern Pikeminnow is strongly disliked and killed on sight in many plac-
es. In the Columbia River, a lucrative bounty system is even in place and some people make their whole living off 
of catching Northern Pikeminnow.Sacramento Pikeminnow is native to many river systems south of Wiya’t, such 
as the Russian River, the Sacramento-San Joaquin, the Pajaro-Salinas, the Pit, 
and the Los Angeles. They are long-lived and slow-growing, able to reach at 
least 16 years in age and over a meter in length. They are extremely sexually 
dimorphic, with males being much smaller than females – in Wiya’t, we have 
found males to be around 6 inches shorter than females on average. Males 
also reach maturity younger than females, at about 2-3 years old while fe-
males take 4-5.  
Females make a lot of eggs each year, usually more than 15,000 and amounts 
of up to 40,000 have been recorded. All in all, they are a very interesting fish species. 

Sacramento Pikeminnow: What are They and What Do We Know? 

Wiyot Language makes it on to the local transit buses in Hum-

boldt County .  



Submitted By: Marisa McGrew 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 



Soulatuk Hougougou’ wurruwisugu’l “bringing the 

Wiyot language back to life” 
Submitted By: Lynnika Butler 



Soulatuk Hougougou’ wurruwisugu’l “bringing the 

Wiyot language back to life” Submitted By: Lynnika Butler 



Submitted By: Lynnika Butler 

Soulatuk Hougougou’ wurruwisugu’l “bringing the 

Wiyot language back to life” 



Submitted By: Elizabeth Hernandez 























Gou’wil Da Lalouluwuk ‘Taking Care of People’  
Submitted By: Robert Pitts  
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Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 
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Did you move and forget 

to change your address?  

 

Address changes can be 

faxed (707) 733-5601 or 

Emailed:    

 addresschange@wiyot.us   
If your address isn't up to date 

you may not 

receive your 

quarterly Rou 

Wenoutwilh 

payments,  

newsletter and 

other im-

portant Tribal 

mail.  Also, when changing your 

address make sure to include chil-

dren who are part of your house-

hold.   

Please note there is a $25.00 

charge for a stop payment to re-

place checks lost in the mail.  This 

is a recovery fee for the bank 

charge to stop payment on the 

check.  To avoid this fee keep your 

address up to date wait 90 days 

from the date the checks were 

mailed out to reissue another 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 
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Wiyot Tribal Council 
Vacant …...Tribal Chairman (2025-2028) 

Brian Mead…...Vice Chairman (2023-2026) 

Marnie Atkins…...Secretary (2021-2025) 

Michelle Hernandez…...Treasurer  (2024-2027) 

Vanessa Rios…...Council Member ( 2021-2025) 

Hazel Garcia…...Council Member (2024-2027) 

Vacant …...Council Member (2025-2028) 

Da Rou Gawok “Everyone working Together” Administration                                                        
Michelle Vassel…...Tribal Administrator   

Vacant…..Administrative Analyst 

Gary Markussen Jr.…...Council Support 

      Fawn Lopez...Executive Assistant    

Heather Blevins…….Administrative Assistant                                                                

Hazel Garcia…………….Receptionist 

Farzad Forouhar …..Finance Manager  

Jack Kennard………..Human Resource Manager 

Katherine Culleeney…….Accounts Payable Specialist 

 

Gou’will da lalouluwuk “Taking care of People” Health And     

Human Services Department  
Robert Pitts Jr……..Social Work                                                                                 

Liz Edwards…….Laqilh Haluni (Elders Program)  

Brian Bolden …….....Transportation Driver                                                                      

Dr. Rita Wafler…...Licensed MFT 

 

Dishgamu Community Land Trust 

Vacant……..Director  

Donna Wilson………..Property Manager 

Kristen Crooks…….Project Manager 

Vacant……...Advancement Manager 

 

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “Cultural Department 
Ben Brown…...Da Gou louwi” Director 

Dr. Lynnika Butler ………….Linguist 

Nina Lorence…...Soulatluk curriculum/Data specialist 

 

Ga’muluk Hagu’n Public Works Department 
Ted Hernandez……..Public Works Director/THPO  

Sebastian Rios Moreno…...Grounds Keeper 

George Buckley……....Water Operator 

Brian Mead…….Water Operator in Training/Maintenance  

 

Tsek Houdaqh Education Department 
Elizabeth Hernandez …….Director 

Melinda Ramirez…………...Youth Program Assistant 
 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “Natural Resources Department” 
Adam Canter…...Natural Resources Director 

Vacant.…….Fisheries  Technician 

Marissa McGrew…...Natural Resources Technician 

Zack Erickson……...Forest Resources Specialist 

Mariah Buckley….Intern Gardener  

Vacant………Nursery Manager  

 

1000 Wiyot Drive 

Loleta, California 95551 

 

Phone: 

707.733.5055/800.388.7633 

Fax: 707.733.5601 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 



Change of Address Request Form 
This is to confirm that my new mailing address is as follows:   

 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ______________________________  City:  ______________________  State:  _____ Zip:________ 

 

Email:  ______________________________   Telephone:  (          )  ____________________________ 

 

Previous Names Used:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Children who will be effected (legal name and Date of Birth:   

 

____________________________     _____________________________  ______________________________ 

 

 

____________________________     _____________________________   ______________________________ 

 

 

Signature:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wiyot Tribe 

1000 Wiyot Dr 

Loleta, CA 95551 


