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The Da’luk    
Where is the Chinook in the Wiya’t estuary? 

 

WNRD and CDFW have been conducting monthly fish-

eries monitoring at the Ocean Ranch Unit since Febru-

ary of 2022. Our nets have brought up many exciting 

estuarine fish such as tidewater goby, bay pipefish, star-

ry flounder, shiner perch, top smelt, Coho salmon, and 

many more. One fish that has been more elusive than 

others is the Chinook or king salmon. Juvenile Chinook 

tend to spend a significant part of their early life rearing 

in estuaries where food is plenty, and the saline-

freshwater overlap assists with their physiological tran-

sition in preparation for migrating out to the ocean. During our sampling we have only caught three 

young Chinook thus far at Ocean Ranch. 

In an attempt to investigate where Chinook juveniles are within the larger part of the estuary, we 

have expanded our sampling efforts whenever possible. We have deployed WNRD’s Jon boat at 

McNulty Slough and the Pedrazzini boat ramp and switched over to using a 100-foot-long seine net 

with hopes of increasing our chances of catching Chinook. We went out in early July and motored 

over to the entrance of Salt River. First, we pulled up an acoustic receiver that had been tethered to 

the shore. There are 22 acoustic receivers throughout the South Fork and lower mainstem Eel River 

at the moment. Project partners have been tagging juvenile steelhead and Coho salmon to track 

their migration patterns from their natal streams out to the ocean. These tags are acoustic tags so, 

when a tagged fish passes by one of these receivers it sets off a ping that the receiver detects. 

Downloading all the data from all the receivers shows where all the tagged fish have moved. During 

this last sampling event, we caught two healthy looking Chinook at sizes 119 mm and 126 mm. We 

took the opportunity to tag these individuals to learn more about their movement. Some of the data 

is currently being analyzed with some preliminary results. WNRD will continue to stay involved and 

keep folks updated. 



• Leo James-Councilmember at Large 

My name is Leo James, and I am running for the position of Council Member at Large. 

I will start off by telling you a little bit about myself. I grew up on the old reservation of 

the Wiyot Tribe and learned many different things about our culture by attending Wiyot 

Days, working in the wood yard, assisting some of the youth making eel hooks, and ect. I 

started participating in Wiyot Day around fourteen years old. I helped with setting up tents, 

tables, and chairs and I also assisted in cooking the salmon. As a young teenager I helped 

cut the elders' grass and I also helped pass out wood to elders and others that needed wood. 

I graduated from Fortuna’s East High School in 2017 and lived locally for a couple years 

after graduating. For a short period of time, I moved to Idaho and worked in Landscaping, 

installing patios, and built verti brick walls to earn my certificate for building walls. I then 

moved back to Humboldt County California and started building greenhouses and did 

some construction jobs. In 2023 Jada and I welcomed our first baby, and he will be seven 

months old soon. 

The reason I am running for Council member at Large is to help better our community and 

assist all tribal members who need help. I will be a good role model representing the Wiyot 

Tribe and I intend to treat all our tribal members equally and fairly. I will work hard to help 

create and keep up a positive environment for our tribe by listening to tribal members' 

thoughts and voice their thoughts to the rest of the council. I want to be more involved 

with teaching our tribal youth and help guide them to adulthood as they are our future 

I would be honored to represent our tribe and serve as the Council Member at Large for the 

next couple of years. I will continue to support my tribe and our tribal members no matter 

what and give my time to make sure the community's words are heard. 

 
Sincerely,  
Leo James. 

 

Semi-Annual General Council Meeting  will be held on  October 5, 2024 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

Submitted By: Leo James 



Soulatuk Hougougou’ wurruwisugu’l “bringing the 

Wiyot language back to life” Submitted By: Lynnika Butler 
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Da Gou Rou Louwi’ Cultural Center   

Submitted by: Jazzmin Fontenot 



Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
Submitted By: Adam Canter 
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2nd Summer Forestry Internship Comes to a Close 
July brought on summer heat waves and the end of the Wiyot Tribe Shawir Darrudaluduk’s second Summer Forestry 

Internship. The six-week program worked with 10 students from Cal Poly Humboldt and College of the Redwoods. 

These students called Mouralherwaqh their home base as they learned about forestry, wildlife, fisheries, and cultur-

al burning. This program is made possible by the Ocean Protection Council Proposition 1 funding which helped re-

acquire Mouralherwaqh. The summer program would not be possible without the support of Qualla Ketchum and 

Bubba Lipe, two Indigenous professors from Cal Poly Humboldt. 

The summer focused largely on forestry. Students learned how to conduct basic forest measurements tools and had 

deep conversations about how we approach land management. A common conversation had around these tools 

was around how they were developed to continue a legacy of exploitation of our forests. But the second part of that 

conversation is around how we can use these tools to help the forest and not just view it as something to harvest. 

This pattern continued throughout the program. While measuring trees, students learned to keep their eyes and 

ears open. We would discuss questions such as, “Why do we hear this bird at this location and not the other?” or 

“Why is this huckleberry producing so many berries while the one over there is not?”. The goal of this program is for 

students to constantly be asking these questions while also taking their tree measurements.  

To truly take care of the forest, we need to pay attention to all aspects of it. This includes our connection as humans. 

This program provides a space for students to celebrate their ancestors by learning how to work within the western 

science paradigm to restore culture and connection to the forest. 

Stay tuned for next year as the Wiyot Tribe Shawir Darrudaluduk and Cal Poly Humboldt partners are seeking fun-

ders to support the next round of Summer Interns.  

If you have questions or suggestions on how to help this opportunity reach more people, please email zerick-

son@wiyot.us 

mailto:zerickson@wiyot.us
mailto:zerickson@wiyot.us
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August 2024 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
National 
Planner 

2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 
BCM  4pm 

13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
Wiyot 
Day 
4pm 

25 26 
Women’s 
Equality 

Day 

27 28 29 30 31 
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Amaya Guyer 

Brian Mead Jr. 

Chadae McDonald 
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Did you move and forget 

to change your address?  

 

Address changes can be 

faxed (707) 733-5601 or 

Emailed:    

 addresschange@wiyot.us   
If your address isn't up to date 

you may not receive your quarter-

ly Rou Wenout-

wilh payments,  

newsletter and 

other important 

Tribal mail.  Al-

so, when chang-

ing your ad-

dress make sure 

to include children who are part 

of your household.   

Please note there is a $25.00 

charge for a stop payment to re-

place checks lost in the mail.  This 

is a recovery fee for the bank 

charge to stop payment on the 

check.  To avoid this fee keep your 

address up to date wait 90 days 

from the date the checks were 

mailed out to reissue another 

RSTF check.   

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
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Wiyot Tribal Council 
Vacant …...Tribal Chairman (2025-2028) 

Brian Mead…...Vice Chairman (2023-2026) 

Marnie Atkins…...Secretary (2021-2025) 

Michelle Hernandez…...Treasurer  (2024-2027) 

Vanessa Rios…...Council Member ( 2021-2025) 

Hazel Garcia…...Council Member (2024-2027) 

Leo James …...Council Member (2025-2028) 

Da Rou Gawok “Everyone working Together” Administration                                                        
Michelle Vassel…...Tribal Administrator   

Vacant…..Administrative Analyst 

Gary Markussen Jr.…...Council Support 

      Fawn Lopez...Executive Assistant    

Heather Blevins…….Administrative Assistant                                                                

Hazel Garcia…………….Receptionist 

Farzad Forouhar …..Finance Manager  

Jack Kennard……….. 

…….Accounts Payable Specialist 

 

Gou’will da lalouluwuk “Taking care of People” Health And     

Human Services Department  
Robert Pitts Jr……..Social Work                                                                                 

Liz Edwards…….Laqilh Haluni (Elders Program)  

Brian Bolden …….....Transportation Driver   

Vanessa Rios…… Laqilh Haluni (Elders Program)                                                                  

Dr. Rita Wafler…...Licensed MFT 

 

Dishgamu Community Land Trust 

Vacant……..Director  

Donna Wilson………..Property Manager 

Vacant…….Project Manager 

Vacant……...Advancement Manager 

 

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “Cultural Department 
Ben Brown…...Da Gou louwi” Director 

Dr. Lynnika Butler ………….Linguist 

Nina Lorence…...Soulatluk curriculum/Data specialist 

 

Ga’muluk Hagu’n Public Works Department 
Ted Hernandez……..Public Works Director/THPO  

Sebastian Rios Moreno…...Grounds Keeper 

George Buckley……....Water Operator 

Brian Mead…….Water Operator in Training/Maintenance  

 

Tsek Houdaqh Education Department 
Elizabeth Hernandez …….Director 

Melinda Ramirez…………...Youth Program Assistant 
 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “Natural Resources Department” 
Adam Canter…...Natural Resources Director 

Vacant.…….Fisheries  Technician 

Marissa McGrew…...Natural Resources Technician 

Zack Erickson……...Forest Resources Specialist 

Mariah Buckley….Intern Gardener  

Vacant………Nursery Manager  

 

1000 Wiyot Drive 

Loleta, California 95551 

 

Phone: 

707.733.5055/800.388.7633 

Fax: 707.733.5601 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 



Change of Address Request Form 
This is to confirm that my new mailing address is as follows:   

 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ______________________________  City:  ______________________  State:  _____ Zip:________ 

 

Email:  ______________________________   Telephone:  (          )  ____________________________ 

 

Previous Names Used:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Children who will be effected (legal name and Date of Birth:   

 

____________________________     _____________________________  ______________________________ 

 

 

____________________________     _____________________________   ______________________________ 

 

 

Signature:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wiyot Tribe 

1000 Wiyot Dr 

Loleta, CA 95551 


