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Wiyot Tribe 

The Da’luk    

It is with deep sadness and heavy hearts that the Wiyot Tribe Council and staff mourn the loss 
of our colleague and friend, George "Butch" Buckley, who passed away on July 28, 2024. 
Butch, a Wiyot Tribal Citizen, began work for the Wiyot Tribe on May 30th, 2000, he worked 
continuously for the Tribe for 24 years (into his late 70's) as the Tribes Water/Wastewater op-
erator/distributor. Over the years he received numerous professional awards for his work by 
IHS and other professional organizations and trained too many water technicians to count. He 
has been a greatly valued member of our team. In Soulatluk there is a phrase, that we use to 
describe Butch's work ethic, Shvawi shvu'k gou'ts hou dagu'n (It's very hard work to take care 
of it well).  



Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 



Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Gary Markussen Jr. 

Notice to Voters:  On August 5, 2024 Marnie Atkins 
withdrew her nomination for Tribal Chair.   

 Request for Absentee Ballots 
must be received at the Tribal 
Office 14 days before the elec-
tion, September 22, 2024 
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Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

A public reception acknowledging and celebrating two meaningful 

contributions  from LeeAnn Moore  who purchased viewing scopes 

adapted with lenses for color blindness that will benefit all visitors 

especially those with limited mobility and Color Vision Deficiency in 

honor of her parents Melva & Don Duclo.  The celebration was held 

at the at the Humboldt National Wildlife Refuge in Loleta, CA. on Au-

gust 2nd, 2024.  
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Da Gou Rou Louwi’ Cultural Center   
Submitted by: Jazzmin Fontenot 



















BLM GNA Grant Award and General Update 
The WNRD has received an additional input of $660,000 into the Good Neighbor Agree-

ment (GNA) with the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). This money will be utilized to 

support the continued restoration efforts occurring at the Headwaters Forest Reserve in 

partnership with the BLM. These efforts include placing large woody debris (LWD) into Hik-

sha’ri (Elk River), restoration thinning of riparian 

corridors, and the thinning of upland forests.  

The WNRD will also be utilizing the funding to 

help build the department’s capacity to engage 

in enhancement and restoration projects. This 

includes the purchase of two trucks which will 

allow both the fisheries and forestry employees 

to access the remote portions of the headwa-

ter’s property.  

With this new round of funding, the department 

looks forward to increasing the amount of work 

done to help restore the headwaters of Hik-

sha’ri. This includes thinning the forest to en-

hance the growth of culturally important plants 

such as hazel and huckleberry. Training, materi-

als, measurement tools, and chainsaws will al-

low the WNRD and employees to conduct an in-

creasing amount of work themselves. This is 

useful in sensitive areas near the stream and 

around culturally important plants.  

The WNRD is excited to start their first round of 

thinning starting this September. In-stream work 

and riparian thinning will also continue this winter with a 

focus on improving salmonid habitat while healing the leg-

acy of industrial logging. The forestry crew continues to take measurements of the forest to 

identify priority areas and gain a better understanding of the understory vegetation in the 

upland forest.  

Figure 1. Center flag for a plot in a dense forest 
within Headwaters Forest Reserve. 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
Submitted By: Zack Erickson 



Submitted By: Adam Canter 

 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 



Submitted By: Adam Canter 

 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 



Soulatuk Hougougou’ wurruwisugu’l “bringing the 

Wiyot language back to life” Submitted By: Lynnika Butler 



Soulatuk Hougougou’ wurruwisugu’l “bringing the 

Wiyot language back to life” 
Submitted By: Lynnika Butler 













Submitted By: Human Resources 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 



September 2024 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 
Tribal Office 

Closed 
Labor Day  

3 
Enrollment 

Mtg 
12 pm 

4 5 6 7 

8 9 
BCM  
4 pm 

10 11 
Patriot Day 

 

12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 
First Day of 

Autumn 
 

Last Day 
request for 
Absentee 

Ballot 

23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Semi-Annual Meeting October 5th, 2024 

Polls open 10 am-1pm 

1000 Wiyot Dr. Loleta, CA 95551 
 



Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Wiyot Day 2024 

Hou thank you to all who came out for 
Wiyot Goutsuwe’n, to the staff, council, vol-
unteers, dancers, drummers, and vendors 
who make it happen. Save the date for 
Wiyot Goutsuwe’n August 23, 2025. 

All my Relation dance group 

Brian Mead Sr. & Brian Mead Jr. 

Tsek Houdaqh cracking Acorns 

Calpulli Tonalehqueh (Aztecs) 

Kmud Vendor 

Jai Kibby & Family 

Wiyot Day 2024 



Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

In honor of LGBT History Month, we’re thrilled to spotlight the 2nd annual North Coast 

Two Spirit Conference !  
 
This year’s event is a powerful opportunity to celebrate and uplift Two Spirit voices and 
their essential role in our shared history and future. Whether you're a longtime advo-
cate or new to the community, this is a chance to connect, learn, and grow together. 
 
September 29th 10-4 at the Wharfinger building in Eureka. Register to reserve your 
spot today at https://docs.google.com/.../1FAIpQLSf.../viewform  

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf_VTAdEuccE0HJEO4Rdgzkxc2en-yZxhnojdbCKcHfJs4r0A/viewform?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1QCY-INR8Wlw2_a7ojBNQqTo5mB96wcXjrjXnnIfOD_rrAq47sXF1qlXw_aem_vv_AAIwPBnGULONPMeIRsw


Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 



Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Save the Date California Native American Day 

Autumn Johnson 

Class of 2024! 
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Did you move and forget 

to change your address?  

 

Address changes can be 

faxed (707) 733-5601 or 

Emailed:    

 addresschange@wiyot.us   
If your address isn't up to date 

you may not receive your quarter-

ly Rou Wenoutwilh payments,  

newsletter and other important 

Tribal mail.  Also, when changing 

your address make sure to include 

children who are part of your 

household.   

Please note there is a $25.00 

charge for a stop payment to re-

place checks lost in the mail.  This 

is a recovery fee for the bank 

charge to stop payment on the 

check.  To avoid this fee keep your 

address up to date wait 90 days 

from the date the checks were 

mailed out to reissue another 

RSTF check.   

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
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Wiyot Tribal Council 
Vacant …...Tribal Chairman (2025-2028) 

Brian Mead…...Vice Chairman (2023-2026) 

Marnie Atkins…...Secretary (2021-2025) 

Michelle Hernandez…...Treasurer  (2024-2027) 

Vanessa Rios…...Council Member ( 2021-2025) 

Hazel Garcia…...Council Member (2024-2027) 

Leo James …...Council Member (2025-2028) 

Da Rou Gawok “Everyone working Together” Administration                                                        
Michelle Vassel…...Tribal Administrator   

Vacant…..Administrative Analyst 

Gary Markussen Jr.…...Council Support 

      Fawn Lopez...Executive Assistant    

Heather Blevins…….Administrative Assistant                                                                

Hazel Garcia…………….Receptionist 

Farzad Forouhar …..Finance Manager  

Jack Kennard……….. 

…….Accounts Payable Specialist 

 

Gou’will da lalouluwuk “Taking care of People” Health And     

Human Services Department  
Robert Pitts Jr……..Social Work                                                                                 

Liz Edwards…….Laqilh Haluni (Elders Program)  

Brian Bolden …….....Transportation Driver   

Vanessa Rios…… Laqilh Haluni (Elders Program)                                                                  

Dr. Rita Wafler…...Licensed MFT 

 

Dishgamu Community Land Trust 

Vacant……..Director  

Donna Wilson………..Property Manager 

Vacant…….Project Manager 

Vacant……...Advancement Manager 

 

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “Cultural Department 
Ben Brown…...Da Gou louwi” Director 

Dr. Lynnika Butler ………….Linguist 

Nina Lorence…...Soulatluk curriculum/Data specialist 

 

Ga’muluk Hagu’n Public Works Department 
Ted Hernandez……..Public Works Director/THPO  

Sebastian Rios Moreno…...Grounds Keeper 

George Buckley……....Water Operator 

Brian Mead…….Water Operator in Training/Maintenance  

 

Tsek Houdaqh Education Department 
Elizabeth Hernandez …….Director 

Melinda Ramirez…………...Youth Program Assistant 
 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “Natural Resources Department” 
Adam Canter…...Natural Resources Director 

Vacant.…….Fisheries  Technician 

Marissa McGrew…...Natural Resources Technician 

Zack Erickson……...Forest Resources Specialist 

Mariah Buckley….Intern Gardener  

Vacant………Nursery Manager  

 

1000 Wiyot Drive 

Loleta, California 95551 

 

Phone: 

707.733.5055/800.388.7633 

Fax: 707.733.5601 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 



Change of Address Request Form 
This is to confirm that my new mailing address is as follows:   

 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ______________________________  City:  ______________________  State:  _____ Zip:________ 

 

Email:  ______________________________   Telephone:  (          )  ____________________________ 

 

Previous Names Used:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Children who will be effected (legal name and Date of Birth:   

 

____________________________     _____________________________  ______________________________ 

 

 

____________________________     _____________________________   ______________________________ 

 

 

Signature:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wiyot Tribe 

1000 Wiyot Dr 

Loleta, CA 95551 


