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The Wiyot Tribe is currently accepting Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) Housing Improvement Program (HIP) 

Housing Assistance Applications for Fiscal Year 2024.  We would be grateful if you submitted your application 

completely filled out along with all proper documents as requested, no later than the end of day on November 

29, 2024.  

The Housing Improvement Program (HIP) is a home repair, renovation, replacement and new housing 

grant program administered by the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) and federally-recognized Indian Tribes for 

American Indians and Alaska Native (AI/AN) individuals and families who have no immediate resource for stand-

ard housing. While not an entitlement program, HIP was established under The Snyder Act of 1921 as one of 

several BIA programs authorized by Congress for the benefit of Indian people. 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE? To be eligible for HIP assistance, you must be a Wiyot Tribal citizen; have an income 

that does not exceed 150% of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) Poverty Guidelines; 

have present housing that is substandard, as defined by the regulations; have no other resource for housing 

assistance; and have not acquired your present housing through a federally sponsored housing program that 

includes such housing assistance. 

WHO CAN I CONTACT ABOUT OTHER INDIAN HOUSING PROGRAMS? The U.S. Department of Housing 

and Urban Development is the primary provider of new housing on Indian reservations and in Indian communi-

ties through the Office of Native American Programs, the sponsor of Indian Housing Authorities (IHA’s) and Trib-

ally Designated Housing Entities (TDHE’s). Other federal housing resources available to AI/AN are the U.S. De-

partment of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Housing Program and the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Direct 

Home Loan Program. 

WHAT DOES HIP PROVIDE? Interim Improvements: Provides up to $7,500 in housing repairs for condi-

tions that threaten the health and/or safety of the occupants. Repairs and Renovation: Provides up to $60,000 in 

repairs and renovation to improve the condition of a homeowner’s dwelling to meet applicable building code 

standards. Replacement Housing: Provides a modest replacement home if a homeowner’s dwelling cannot be 

brought to applicable building code standards. New Housing: Provides a modest new home if you do not own a 

home, you may be eligible if you are the owner or leaseholder of land suitable for housing and the lease is for 

not less than 25 years at the time assistance is received 

WHAT IS THE HIP INCOME GUIDELINE? The HIP Income Guideline is comprised of two charts, one for the 

Lower 48 states and the other for Alaska. The income figures on the chart establish the points you will receive 

for the first Need Ranking Factor based on Annual Household Income. Applicants with an annual household in-

come exceeding 150 percent of the federal Poverty Guideline are not eligible for the program. 

Please remember to complete ALL questions and do not leave any areas blank. It is CRITICAL that all in-

come verification documents are completed and submitted along with the application for all citizens 18 years of 

age or older. Incomplete applications will not be processed.   

Furthermore, all applications and income verification must be POSTMARKED no later than November 29, 2024 

or submitted in person at the Tribal Office before close of business at 4:00 P.M. on Friday November 29th.  

WHAT IF I APPLIED LAST YEAR?  The Tribe applied for funding in December of 2022, 2023.  As of October, those 

applications have not been funded.  There is no guarantee that the Tribe will receive funding in any given year 

and if funded we do not know how many applications will be funded.  So, if you think you may be qualified, 

please apply again.  Also, note the feds set the income guidelines each year.  If you were not eligible but on the 

cusp last year you may be eligible this year.       

NOW ACCEPTING HIP APPLICATIONS 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Michelle Vassel  













Gou’ wil Da Lalouluwuk ‘taking care of people’ 

Submitted By: Valerie Reed 



Gou’ wil Da Lalouluwuk ‘taking care of people’ 
Submitted By: Valerie Reed 



For more information please contact Liz Edwards  (707) 733-5055.  

Laqilh Haluni (Elders Program)  
• All activies will be at the Tribal Community Center  

1000 Wiyot Dr.., Loleta, CA 95551 

Fun Activies for  

Gou’ wil Da Lalouluwuk ‘taking care of people’ 
Submitted By: Liz Edwards 

October 2024 
MON TUE WED THU FRI 

 1 

12:00 

Arts & Crafts  

2 

12:00  

Bingo 

3 

12:00 

Beading 

4 

12:00 

Fun Fridays  

7 

12:00 

Board Games 

8 

12:00 

Arts & Crafts  

9 

12:00  

Bingo 

10 

12:00 

Beading 

11 

12:00 

Fun Fridays  

14 

12:00 

Board Games 

15 

12:00 

Arts & Crafts  

16 

12:00  

Bingo 

17 

12:00 

Beading 

18 

12:00 

Fun Fridays  

21 

12:00 

Board Games 

22 

12:00 

Arts & Crafts  

23 

12:00  

Bingo 

24 

12:00 

Beading 

25 

12:00 

Fun Fridays  

28 

12:00 

Board Games 

29 

12:00 

Arts & Crafts  

30 

12:00  

Bingo 

31 

12:00 

Beading 

 



Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Join us for the 60th annual 
National Apple Harvest Festival! 
October 5-6 & 12-13, 2024 Fortuna, CA 

See you in Blue Lake, CA! 
October 5 & 6, 2024 

Lost Coast Education Cen-
ter and Native Plant Garden 
768 Shelter Cove Rd 
Whitethorn, CA 95589  

October  13, @ 10am-3pm 



Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 



Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 







Submitted By: Audrey Jackson 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 



Submitted By: Marisa & Zack (NRD) 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 



Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
Submitted By: Adam Canter 



Soulatuk Hougougou’ wurruwisugu’l “bringing the 

Wiyot language back to life” Submitted By: Lynnika Butler 



Soulatuk Hougougou’ wurruwisugu’l “bringing the 

Wiyot language back to life” 
Submitted By: Lynnika Butler 



Da Gou Rou Louwi’ Cultural Center   
Submitted by: Jazzmin Fontenot 



Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 



Submitted By; Ted Hernandez 

Ga’muluk Hagu’n ‘building & cleaning’ 
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Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Human Resources 
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October 2024 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 
Semi Annual 

General Coun-
cil mtg 

Polls open 
10am-1pm 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 
Tribal Office 

closed Indige-
nous People’s 

Day 

15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 
 

22 23 24 25 
Tsek Houdaqh 

Halloween  
Party 

3-5pm 

26 

27 28 29 30 31 
Happy  

Halloween! 

  

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

Semi-Annual Meeting October 5th, 2024 

Polls open 10 am-1pm 

1000 Wiyot Dr. Loleta, CA 95551 
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Da Rou Gawok Did you move and forget 

to change your address?  

 

Address changes can be 

faxed (707) 733-5601 or 

Emailed:    

 addresschange@wiyot.us   
If your address isn't up to date 

you may not receive your quarter-

ly Rou Wenoutwilh payments,  

newsletter and other important 

Tribal mail.  Also, when changing 

your address make sure to include 

children who are part of your 

household.   

Please note there is a $27.00 

charge for a stop payment to re-

place checks lost in the mail.  This 

is a recovery fee for the bank 

charge to stop payment on the 

check.  To avoid this fee keep your 

address up to date wait 90 days 

from the date the checks were 

mailed out to reissue another 

RSTF check.   

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 
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Wiyot Tribal Council 
Vacant …...Tribal Chairman (2025-2028) 

Brian Mead…...Vice Chairman (2023-2026) 

Marnie Atkins…...Secretary (2021-2025) 

Michelle Hernandez…...Treasurer  (2024-2027) 

Vanessa Rios…...Council Member ( 2021-2025) 

Hazel Garcia…...Council Member (2024-2027) 

Leo James …...Council Member (2025-2028) 

Da Rou Gawok “Everyone working Together” Administration                                                        
Michelle Vassel…...Tribal Administrator   

Vacant…..Administrative Analyst 

Gary Markussen Jr.…...Council Support 

      Fawn Lopez...Executive Assistant    

Heather Blevins…….Administrative Assistant                                                                

Hazel Garcia…………….Receptionist 

Farzad Forouhar …..Finance Manager  

Jack Kennard……….. 

…….Accounts Payable Specialist 

 

Gou’will da lalouluwuk “Taking care of People” Health And     

Human Services Department  
Robert Pitts Jr……..Social Work                                                                                 

Liz Edwards…….Laqilh Haluni (Elders Program)  

Brian Bolden …….....Transportation Driver   

Vanessa Rios…… Laqilh Haluni (Elders Program)                                                                  

Dr. Rita Wafler…...Licensed MFT 

 

Dishgamu Community Land Trust 

Vacant……..Director  

Donna Wilson………..Property Manager 

Vacant…….Project Manager 

Vacant……...Advancement Manager 

 

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “Cultural Department 
Ben Brown…...Da Gou louwi” Director 

Dr. Lynnika Butler ………….Linguist 

Nina Lorence…...Soulatluk curriculum/Data specialist 

 

Ga’muluk Hagu’n Public Works Department 
Ted Hernandez……..Public Works Director/THPO  

Sebastian Rios Moreno…...Grounds Keeper 

George Buckley……....Water Operator 

Brian Mead…….Water Operator in Training/Maintenance  

 

Tsek Houdaqh Education Department 
Elizabeth Hernandez …….Director 

Melinda Ramirez…………...Youth Program Assistant 
 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “Natural Resources Department” 
Adam Canter…...Natural Resources Director 

Vacant.…….Fisheries  Technician 

Marissa McGrew…...Natural Resources Technician 

Zack Erickson……...Forest Resources Specialist 

Mariah Buckley….Intern Gardener  

Vacant………Nursery Manager  

 

1000 Wiyot Drive 

Loleta, California 95551 

 

Phone: 

707.733.5055/800.388.7633 

Fax: 707.733.5601 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 



Change of Address Request Form 
This is to confirm that my new mailing address is as follows:   

 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ______________________________  City:  ______________________  State:  _____ Zip:________ 

 

Email:  ______________________________   Telephone:  (          )  ____________________________ 

 

Previous Names Used:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Children who will be effected (legal name and Date of Birth:   

 

____________________________     _____________________________  ______________________________ 

 

 

____________________________     _____________________________   ______________________________ 

 

 

Signature:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wiyot Tribe 

1000 Wiyot Dr 

Loleta, CA 95551 


