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WNRD Awarded $470,000 from the U.S. Department of Transportation 

Way back in 2023, WNRD applied to the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Na-

tional Culvert Removal, Replacement, and Restoration Grant Program (from hereon 

Culvert AOP Program) and was awarded funding. The project area is along Butte 

Creek, a tributary to the Little Van Duzen River which eventually feeds into the Van 

Duzen River. The proposal aims to design a new stream crossing structure to replace 

a culvert that blocks passage to four miles of climate-resilient, cold-water spawning 

and rearing habitat for federally threatened steelhead and Pacific lamprey. 

The photo shows the culverts that are parallel to each other and made from corru-

gated metal. They were designed for overtopping and act as a “low water crossing” 

but this pair of culverts has degraded over the years, so much so that they put 

steelhead at risk by blocking access to prime cold-water habitat. Pacific lamprey 

struggle with these culverts too, because the lips of the culverts are tearing and 

hard angles that make it difficult for lamprey to use their mouths to attach onto. 

For this work to be carried out, WNRD is seeking an engineering firm for the design 

work. The request for proposals can be found on the Tribe’s website.  
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Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center 
Submitted By: Jazzmin Fontenot 
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Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center 
Submitted By: Jazzmin Fontenot 



Soulatuk Hougougou’ wurruwisugu’l “bringing the 

Wiyot language back to life” 
Submiitted By: Lynnika Butler 
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Gou’ wil Da Lalouluwuk ‘taking care of people’ 

Submitted By: Valerie Reed 
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Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 



Congratulations to Jocelin Fowler &  

Anthony Gomes! 

 
Grayson Anthony Gomes was born on August 14, 

2024, weighing 7lbs 5.3 oz. and 19 3/4 inches! 

FREE WOOD ROUNDS! 
Please call Brian Mead at the Tribal Office 707-733-5055 before going 

to the wood yard. Hours for wood pick up is Monday to Friday 10am to 

3pm. NO WOOD PICK UP during holidays or weekends.  

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 
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Did you move and forget 

to change your address?  

 

Address changes can be 

faxed (707) 733-5601 or 

Emailed:    

 addresschange@wiyot.us   
If your address isn't up to date 

you may not receive your quarter-

ly Rou Wenoutwilh payments,  

newsletter and other important 

Tribal mail.  Also, when changing 

your address make sure to include 

children who are part of your 

household.   

Please note there is a $25.00 

charge for a stop payment to re-

place checks lost in the mail.  This 

is a recovery fee for the bank 

charge to stop payment on the 

check.  To avoid this fee keep your 

address up to date wait 90 days 

from the date the checks were 

mailed out to reissue another Rou 

Wenoutwilh check.   

 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 
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Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Wiyot Tribal Council 
Brian Mead  …...Interim Tribal Chairman (2025-

2028) 

Brian Mead…...Vice Chairman (2023-2026) 

Marnie Atkins…….....Secretary (2021-2025) 

Vanessa Rios……………….Treasurer  (2024-

2027) 

Vacant…...Council Member ( 2021-2025) 

Hazel Garcia…...Council Member (2024-2027) 

Leo James .…...Council Member (2025-2028) 

1000 Wiyot Drive 

Loleta, California 95551 

 

Phone: 

707.733.5055/800.388.7633 

Da Rou Gawok “Everyone working Together” Administration                                                        
Michelle Vassel…...Tribal Administrator   

Gary Markussen Jr.…...Council Support 

      Fawn Lopez...Executive Assistant    

Hazel Garcia…………….Administrator Assistant 

Farzad Forouhar …..Finance Manager 

Julian Herman....Accounts Payable Specialist 

 

Gou’will da lalouluwuk “Taking care of People” Health And      

Human Services Department  

Valerie Reed…….Health & Human Service Director 
Robert Pitts Jr……..Social Work Advocate                                                                               

Liz Edwards…….Laqilh Haluni (Elders Advocate)  

Brian Bolden …….....Transportation Driver   

Vanessa Rios…… Laqilh Haluni (Cook)                                                                  

Dr. Rita Wafler…...Licensed MFT 

 

Dishgamu Community Land Trust 

Michelle Vassel……..Director  

Donna Wilson………..Property Manager 

Jack Kennard…….Project Manager 

 

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “Cultural Department 
Ben Brown…...Da Gou louwi” Director 

Dr. Lynnika Butler ………….Linguist 

Nina Lorence…...Soulatluk Curriculum/Data Specialist 

Jazzmin Fontenot…..Da Gou Rou Louwi’ Manager 

Sadie Hall…...Da Gou Rou Louwi’ Docent 

Josh Rosewolf….Da Gou Rou Louwi’ Docent 

Brian Mead Jr…...Da Gou Rou Louwi’ Docent 

 

 

Ga’muluk Hagu’n Public Works Department 
Ted Hernandez……..Public Works Director/THPO  

Sebastian Rios Moreno…...Grounds Keeper 

Dakota James……..Water Operator in Training/Maintenance  

Brian Mead…….Water Operator in Training/Maintenance  

 

Tsek Houdaqh Education Department 
Elizabeth Hernandez …….Director 

Melinda Ramirez…………...Youth Program Assistant 
 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “Natural Resources Department” 
Adam Canter…...Natural Resources Director 

Tiffany Douglas.…….Fisheries  Technician 

Marissa McGrew…...Natural Resources Technician 

Vacant……...Forest Resources Specialist 

Natalie Calderon………..Forestry Technician 

Lindsey Abernathy …………..Climate Specialist 

 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 



Change of Address Request Form 
This is to confirm that my new mailing address is as follows:   

 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ______________________________  City:  ______________________  State:  _____ Zip:________ 

 

Email:  ______________________________   Telephone:  (          )  ____________________________ 

 

Previous Names Used:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Children who will be effected (legal name and Date of Birth:   

 

____________________________     _____________________________  ______________________________ 

 

 

____________________________     _____________________________   ______________________________ 

 

 

Signature:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wiyot Tribe 

1000 Wiyot Dr 

Loleta, CA 95551 


