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6PPD-Q: What Is It and Why Does It Matter 

 

In January, WNRD staff did some water 

quality testing in streams for a chemical called 

6PPD-Q. This chemical is a pollutant of concern 

to our waterways that comes from stormwater 

runoff. Most commonly, the chemical 6-PPD is 

found in tires and is vital to ensuring the longev-

ity of your vehicle’s tires. 6PPD-quinone (6PPD-

Q) is the byproduct of 6PPD that has reacted 

with ozone in the atmosphere. It is used by 

manufacturers to prevent rubber from reacting 

with ozone and oxygen, inhibiting premature 

degradation or cracking.  

This chemical is concerning because there 

is still so much, we do not know about it. What 

we do know is that when it rains, 6PPD residue, 

left by tires on busy roads, runs off into water-

ways. The busier the road, the higher the con-

centration of 6PPD that is left on the roadway. 

Aquatic species, especially coho salmon, are 

particularly sensitive to this chemical. The re-

search that has been done thus far shows that 

some trout species, including rainbow and 

cutthroat, are somewhat sensitive to this chemi-

cal while Chinook and Pacific lamprey seem to 

be less affected.  

Generally, concentrations of 6PPD-Q are 

highest after the first flush of the water year. 

The first flush refers to high concentrations of 

pollutants in stormwater runoff during the first 

part of a rainstorm. The first rainstorm of each 

rainy season is typically going to have the high-

est concentration of pollutants since the ground 

surface has had many months of buildup.  A few 

weeks without precipitation can also cause a 

minor first flush effect. After a dry period, in late 

January, Shawir Darrudaluduk staff sampled wa-

ter from four creeks in Wiyot ancestral territory: 

Jolly Giant Creek in Arcata, Powers Creek in Blue 

Lake, Salmon Creek in Loleta, and Strongs Creek 

in Fortuna. At the time of sampling, a half inch 

of rain had already fallen after no precipitation 

in the 24 days prior to that. Since we sampled 

on a Friday, we stored the samples in the refrig-

erator throughout the weekend before packing 

them up and shipping them off for lab analysis 

the following week. 

Results came back quickly. Jolly Giant 

Creek had the highest concentration of 6PPD-Q. 

The second most affected stream was Strongs 

Creek with Powers Creek following not far be-

hind. The results showed only one of the sam-

ple sites having an absence of 6PPD-Q, Salmon 

Creek. The amount of 6PPD-Q present in Jolly 

Giant and Strongs creek were both above the 

EPA screening value for acute exposure in fresh-

water. This means that in Jolly Giant Creek, the 

amount of 6PPD found is high enough to indi-

cate we could expect over half of recently 

hatched coho salmon to die if they were ex-

posed to this level of pollution for 24 hours. As 

far as we know, this is the first time 6PPD-Q has 

been detected in streams around Wigi/Wiya’t. 

Moving forward with this information, we hope 

to test more locations in the future. One goal 

we have is possibly to test one location multiple 

times throughout a storm to determine when 

the peak concentration for receiving waters is.  
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Ha’wa’lou DGRLCC visitors! 

Spring is upon us, and we have some fun and exciting new things happening here at the Da Gou Rou 
Louwi’ Cultural Center! 
Arts Alive is Happening on Saturday, March 1st! 
From 6 PM to 9 PM in Old Town Eureka 
The Cultural Center will remain open late to participate in this fantastic event! Come by and celebrate 
local artists and vendors by visiting the many galleries and local businesses open late for this occasion. 
Calling all artists! 
If you are an artist and would like to be featured here at the DGRLCC during Arts Alive, fill out one of our 
Arts Alive Tabling Forms, available on the Wiyot Tribe website or in person. We’d love to hear from you! 
Spring Showers Call for New Umbrellas! 
Be prepared for those early spring showers by picking up a new umbrella from our selection in the gift 
shop! These umbrellas are from Rabbit Studios and feature beautiful designs by Cherokee artists Bill & 
Traci Rabbit. 
Calling All Indigenous Artists & Crafters! 
If you or someone you know is an indigenous artist or crafter and are looking for a space to sell your 
goods, we would love to offer you that space! Simply fill out a Supplier Intake Form and return it to the 
center to get started. 

 
Exciting Announcement: Cultural Classes Coming Soon! 
We are thrilled to announce the launch of a series of cultural classes! These classes will be held on Satur-
days and are open to the Wiyot community. 
There is a limited number of seats for these classes, so be sure to call the Cultural Center and reserve 
your spot today! This series will run through the end of May.  

Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center 
Submitted By: Jazzmin Fontenot 



If you need transportation to any of the classes, please contact the main office to arrange a ride 
with Health and Human Services. 
 
 

 

 
 
Schedule of Classes: 

Sat. 3/8, 1 PM – 2 PM: Soulatluk Language Class 
(Virtual participation through Zoom offered) 

Sat. 3/15, 1 PM – 2:30 PM: Book Reading 
Come and enjoy a reading of excerpts from books related to Native American issues and 
cultures. Participate in a group reflection. 

Sat. 3/22, 1 PM – 2 PM: Soulatluk Language Class 
(Virtual participation through Zoom offered) 

Sat. 3/29, 1 PM – 3:30 PM: Weaving Wellness with Brandon Duran 
Learn how to weave using wellness! This class is open to all ages and experience levels. 
Food will be provided for participants. 

Youth Docents Curating the Next Exhibit! 
Our youth docents are hard at work curating our next exhibit: Transformer Lhatsiks 
(Transformer Stories), set to open this month. 
For updates on the opening date, please check out our website or follow us on Facebook and 
Instagram. 
Da Gou Rou Louwi’ – ‘The ongoing return of all’: 

Submitted By: Jazzmin Fontenot 
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This past month, we had the honor of celebrating two important repatriations that have found 

their way home. Three ceremonial pipes and a ceremonial cap were returned from the Field Mu-

seum in Chicago. Additionally, the Corning Museum of Glass in New York returned a ceremonial 

blade, which had been in their collections since 1965. 

We are especially grateful to Wiyot Tribe Council members Hazel Garcia and Vanessa Rios, who 

traveled all the way to New York to personally bring the blade home. 

Join us in celebrating their journey home and the return of these significant cultural items. 

 

 

Wiyot Tribe Council Members Hazel Garcia and Vanessa Rios (center) with Corning Museum staff 

(left to right) Carole Ann Fabian, Katherine Larson, Karol Wight, and Warren Bunn, after the trans-

fer of the ceremonial blade. P.C. the Corning Museum of Glass.  
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Soulatuk Hougougou’ wurruwisugu’l “bringing the 

Wiyot language back to life” 
Submiitted By: Lynnika Butler 
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March 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 
Enrollment 

Mtg 
10 am 

4 5 
Ash  

Wednesday 

6 7 8 
International 

Women’s 
Day 

9 
Daylight  

Saving Time 
Begins 

10 
BCM 4pm 

11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 
St. Patrick’s  

Day 

18 19 20 
 

21 22 

23 
Absentee Bal-

lot Request 
Due  

24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      
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Annual General Council Meeting will be held on April 5th, 2025. 

Polls will open 10am-1pm. 

1000 Wiyot Dr., Loleta, CA 95551 
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Did you move and forget 

to change your address?  

 

Address changes can be 

faxed (707) 733-5601 or 

Emailed:    

 addresschange@wiyot.us   
If your address isn't up to date 

you may not receive your quarter-

ly Rou Wenoutwilh payments,  

newsletter and other important 

Tribal mail.  Also, when changing 

your address make sure to include 

children who are part of your 

household.   

Please note there is a $25.00 

charge for a stop payment to re-

place checks lost in the mail.  This 

is a recovery fee for the bank 

charge to stop payment on the 

check.  To avoid this fee keep your 

address up to date wait 90 days 

from the date the checks were 

mailed out to reissue another Rou 

Wenoutwilh check.   
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Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Wiyot Tribal Council 
Brian Mead  …...Interim Tribal Chairman 

(2025-2028) 

Brian Mead…...Vice Chairman (2023-2026) 

Marnie Atkins…….....Secretary (2021-

2025) 

Vanessa Rios……………….Treasurer  

(2024-2027) 

Vacant…...Council Member ( 2021-2025) 

Hazel Garcia…...Council Member (2024-

2027) 

1000 Wiyot Drive 

Loleta, California 95551 

 

Phone: 

707.733.5055/800.388.7633 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Da Rou Gawok “Everyone working Together” Administration                                                        

Michelle Vassel…...Tribal Administrator   

Gary Markussen Jr.…...Council Support 

      Fawn Lopez...Executive Assistant    

Hazel Garcia…………….Administrator Assistant 

Farzad Forouhar …..Finance Manager 

Julian Herman....Accounts Payable Specialist 

 

Gou’will da lalouluwuk “Taking care of People” Health And      

Human Services Department  

Valerie Reed…….Health & Human Service Director 

Robert Pitts Jr……..Social Work Advocate                                                                               

Liz Edwards…….Laqilh Haluni (Elders Advocate)  

Brian Bolden …….....Transportation Driver   

Vanessa Rios…… Laqilh Haluni (Cook)                                                                  

Dr. Rita Wafler…...Licensed MFT 

 

Dishgamu Community Land Trust 

Michelle Vassel……..Director  

Donna Wilson………..Property Manager 

Jack Kennard…….Project Manager 

 

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “Cultural Department 

Ben Brown…...Da Gou louwi” Director 

Dr. Lynnika Butler ………….Linguist 

Nina Lorence…...Soulatluk Curriculum/Data Specialist 

Jazzmin Fontenot…..Da Gou Rou Louwi’ Manager 

Sadie Hall…...Da Gou Rou Louwi’ Docent 

Josh Rosewolf….Da Gou Rou Louwi’ Docent 

Brian Mead Jr…...Da Gou Rou Louwi’ Docent 

 

 

Ga’muluk Hagu’n Public Works Department 

Ted Hernandez……..Public Works Director/THPO  

Sebastian Rios Moreno…...Grounds Keeper 

Dakota James……..Water Operator in Training/Maintenance  

Brian Mead…….Water Operator in Training/Maintenance  

 

Tsek Houdaqh Education Department 

Elizabeth Hernandez …….Director 

Melinda Ramirez…………...Youth Program Assistant 

Alfredo Calderon…...Site Lead Fortuna Highschool 

 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “Natural Resources Department” 

Adam Canter…...Natural Resources Director 

Tiffany Douglas.…….Fisheries  Technician 

Marissa McGrew…...Natural Resources Technician 

Vacant……...Forest Resources Specialist 

Natalie Calderon………..Forestry Technician 

Lindsey Abernathy …………..Climate Specialist 

 



Change of Address Request Form 
This is to confirm that my new mailing address is as follows:   

  

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Address:  ______________________________  City:  ______________________  State:  _____ Zip:________ 

  

Email:  ______________________________   Telephone:  (          )  ____________________________ 

  

Previous Names Used:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  

Children who will be effected (legal name and Date of Birth:   

  

____________________________     _____________________________  ______________________________ 

  

  

____________________________     _____________________________   ______________________________ 

  

  

Signature:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wiyot Tribe 

1000 Wiyot Dr 

Loleta, CA 95551 


