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Chwanuchguk Returned 

March 20, 2025, the Wiyot Tribe closed on the land back transfer of 99.72 acres of Elk River Access property 
near Humboldt Hill to the Tribe.  This land acquisition paid for by the State Coastal Conservancy was facili-
tated by Caltrout, who received funding for environmental restoration work in partnership with the Wiyot 
Tribe.  Traditionally Chwanuchguk was a fishing village where salmon, caught in the river, was dried.   
 The Wiyot Tribe, partnered with Caltrout will be assisting in tidal marsh enhancements to restore the 
river and assist with the restoration project which will include sediment remediation, salmon habitat reha-
bilitation, riparian habitat expansion, and tributary restoration.  The project will also protect, expand and 
enhance habitat, including native plant populations.   
 News of this land return is not yet public.  More information will come as plans for public press re-
leases unfold with Caltrout and Coastal Conservancy.  The Tribe will be focused on an ecocultural restora-
tion plan for the property that will include access for Tribal members for traditional cultural practices.   
 



The Humboldt County Sheriff's Office is looking for relatives of human remains found in 1998. 

On 01-21-1998 the Humboldt County Sheriff's Office (HCSO) responded to a call of found human 

skeletal remains.  Deputies met with a citizen who had been horseback riding in the area.  The 

citizen led the deputies to the remains located on Clam Beach near the mouth of Little River.  

The remains were collected and later examined by an Anthropologist who confirmed they were 

human.  The remains were sent to the California Department of Justice where a DNA sample 

was obtained. The sex of the remains was determined to be male.  The DNA sample was en-

tered into CODIS (Combined DNA index System) and compared to reported missing persons. No 

match was ever made.  The case was also entered into NAMUS (National missing and unidenti-

fied persons system) under case number UP55179. The remains showed signs of being well-

worn from either water or sand erosion. It was reported that there had been heavy rain prior to 

the discovery.  It is possible that these remains are from an ancient burial site located near the 

beach or nearby rivers.  

With the advance of technology HCSO has partnered with Othram Inc to complete Forensic Ge-

netic Genealogy. A sample was sent to Othram Inc and later determined to be Native American.  

The most recent common ancestor was Catherine Prince born in 1843.  Research shows Cathe-

rine was one of the sole survivors of a Native American massacre along the Van Duzen River 

near Alton. Catherine may have later been adopted by the Francis family of California. The 

Wiyot Tribe was contacted and noted the Prince family is documented within the tribe, but no 

relatives could be located.    

The Sheriff’s Office is looking for family members of the following people: 

Catherine “Kitty” Frances Prince 1843-1940 

Married to James Napoleon Prince 1843-1910  

Possible children: Dan Prince, Theodore Prince, and Edith Anderson 

Anyone with information is asked to contact: 

Missing person/cold homicide Investigator Mike Fridley at 707-441-3024 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted by: Ben Brown 

Do you have any information? 



Soulatuk Hougougou’ wurruwisugu’l “bringing the 

Wiyot language back to life” Submitted By: Lynnika Butler 



Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 



Ha’wa’lou DGRLCC Visitors! 
Spring is officially upon us, and the land is starting to transform. We’re excited to share some upcoming 

events, exhibits, and new offerings from the Cultural Center. Read on for all the details! 

Museum Exhibit: Transformer Stories 

Stop by the Cultural Center to explore our current exhibit: Transformer Lhatsiks! This exhibit was curated 

by our youth docents. Prominent throughout the Northwest Coast, Transformer stories depict dramatic 

transformations in the world. These include transformations of gou’wil (people), jechach (animals), and 

lughurruk (land). 

In Soulatluk, these stories feature monster-slaying adventures of tricksters and teach important cultural 

values rooted deeply in the land and place.  

Summer Hours 

Our business hours have transformed for the season! You can now visit us Tuesday – Saturday from 

11:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 

New in the Gift Shop!  

We’re excited about welcoming Emma Sundberg to our gift shop! Be 

sure to drop by and check out her beautiful creations, available now 

in the shop. 

 

 

 

 

April Events: 

April 5th, 11:00 AM – 6:00 PM: California Big Time 
Location: Cal Poly Humboldt, Forbes Complex, West Gym, Arcata, CA 
Celebrate and honor California Native traditions through songs, games, resources, and 
arts and crafts. Be sure to stop by our table and say hello! 

April 5th, 6:00 PM – 9:00 PM: Arts Alive! 
Location: Old Town Eureka 
Don’t let the celebration end after the Big Time! Join us for Arts Alive and celebrate local artists. 
The Cultural Center will be open late for this event. 

April 19th, 12:00 PM – 4:00 PM: Eel River Expo 

Location: Fortuna River Lodge, 1800 Riverwalk Dr, Fortuna, CA 

This free community event will feature family activities, presentations from keynote speakers, and infor-

mal talks by local scientists and watershed experts. You can  register for the event at: https://

caltrout.org/eel-river-watershed-program/eel-river-expo/register . 

Submitted By: Jazzmin Fontenot 

Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center 



Weekend Cultural Class Schedule 
These classes are for Wiyot Tribal Members and have limited seating. Please call the Cultural Center at 707-
798-1949 to reserve your spot. If you need a ride, contact the main office at 707-733-5055 to arrange trans-
portation with the Health and Human Services Department. 
• Reading Hour: Saturday, April 12th, 1:00 PM – 2:30 PM This month, we’ll continue reading and discuss-
ing selections from the book Ka’m-t’em. 
• Soulatluk Language Class: Saturday, April 19th, 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM Hybrid class: In-person at the Cul-
tural Center or via Zoom. 
Weaving Wellness: Saturday, April 26th, 1:00 PM – 3:30 PM Learn how to weave with wellness! Food will 
be provided for participants. 
Now Accepting Lhatsik Harutkshi 2025 Film Submissions!  

Plans for this year’s Lhatsik Harutkshi “Moving Stories” Wiyot Tribe Film Festival is officially underway! This 
year we are expanding the festival over two nights, November 14th & 15th at the historic Eureka Theater! 
We are currently accepting film submissions via Film Freeway from local and international indigenous 
filmmakers, so tell all your friends! Early submissions: April 1st – June 1st, regular submissions: June 2nd – 
August 2nd, Late submissions: August 3rd – October 13th. Submission fees are waived for Wiyot Tribal 
Members using a special discount code. Please call the cultural center to receive the discount code. You 
can submit your films at this link: https://filmfreeway.com/LhatsikHarutkshi 
 

Rules and Guidelines:  

All films must be Native, First Peoples, and Indigenous made. Key members of the creative team must have 

significant artistic and administrative contributions to the project and be from recognized Indigenous na-

tions. Within the United States, all filmmakers must share their affiliated tribal nation. International Indige-

nous filmmakers from Canada, New Zealand, Australia, the Pacific Islands, and other regions, must identify 

from an Indigenous nation within their respective communities.  

All genres, narratives, story forms, are accepted and encouraged. This is a family-friendly event, all con-

tent should be acceptable for general audiences. Non-English films must have English subtitles.  

 We have limited programming time and space. Submissions must be within 1min-25min. Significant 

care and consideration will be taken for all films submitted through our open submission to ensure an 

equitable and fair experience. 

ENTRY FORMATS 

1. All entries - Formats accepted for festival exhibition: 

Digital Files 

-1920x1080p 

-MPEG-4 (H.264) in an mp4 container 

-M4V and MOV (Mp4 is preferred) 

3. Films should be presented in their original language with English language subtitles. 

4. Please specify sound mix on your application. Left/Right Mix preferred 

This is a drug and alcohol-free event. Any person in violation of this policy will be removed from the 

premises. 

Submitted By: Jazzmin Fontenot 

Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center 

https://filmfreeway.com/LhatsikHarutkshi


Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
Submitted By; NRD staff 
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Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
Submitted By; NRD staff 





















Submitted By: Valerie Reed 

Gou’ wil Da Lalouluwuk ‘taking care of people’ 
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Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
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April 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

April Fool’s 
Day 

 

2 3 4 5 
General 

Council Mtg 
Polls open 
9am-1pm 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 
Palm Sunday 

14 
BCM 4pm 

15 16 17 18 
Good Friday 

19 

20 
Easter 

21 22 
Earth Day 

23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

Annual General Council Meeting will be held on April 5th, 2025. 

Polls will open 9am-1pm. 

1000 Wiyot Dr., Loleta, CA 95551 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
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Did you move and forget to 

change your address?  

 

Address changes can be faxed 

(707) 733-5601 or Emailed:    

 addresschange@wiyot.us   

If your address isn't up to date 

you may not receive your quar-

terly Rou Wenoutwilh pay-

ments,  newsletter and other 

important Tribal mail.  Also, 

when changing your address 

make sure to include children 

who are part of your household.   

Please note there is a $25.00 

charge for a stop payment to 

replace checks lost in the mail.  

This is a recovery fee for the 

bank charge to stop payment on 

the check.  To avoid this fee 

keep your address up to date 

wait 90 days from the date the 

checks were mailed out to reis-

sue another Rou Wenoutwilh 

check.   

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 
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Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Wiyot Tribal Council 
Brian Mead  …... Tribal Chairman (2025-2028) 

Hazel Garcia…...Vice Chairman (2023-2026) 

Vacant…….....Secretary (2021-2025) 

Vanessa Rios……………….Treasurer  (2024-

2027) 

Vacant…...Council Member ( 2021-2025) 

Vacant…...Council Member (2024-2027) 

Leo James .…...Council Member (2025-2028) 

1000 Wiyot Drive 

Loleta, California 95551 

Phone: 

707.733.5055/800.388.7633 

Fax: 707.733.5601 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 

Da Rou Gawok “Everyone working Together” Administration                                                        

Michelle Vassel…...Tribal Administrator   

Gary Markussen Jr.…...Council Support 

      Fawn Lopez...Executive Assistant    

Hazel Garcia…………….Administrator Assistant 

Pilar James……………..Receptionist  

Larry Wheeler….…...Front Desk Clerk 

Farzad Forouhar …..Finance Manager 

Julian Herman....Accounts Payable Specialist 

 

Gou’will da lalouluwuk “Taking care of People” Health And      

Human Services Department  

Valerie Reed…….Health & Human Service Director 

Robert Pitts Jr……..Social Work Advocate                                                                               

Liz Edwards…….Laqilh Haluni (Elders Advocate)  

Brian Bolden …….....Transportation Driver   

Vanessa Rios…… Laqilh Haluni (Cook)                                                                  

Dr. Rita Wafler…...Licensed MFT 

 

Dishgamu Community Land Trust 

Michelle Vassel……..Director  

Donna Wilson………..Property Manager 

Jack Kennard…….Project Manager 

 

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “Cultural Department 

Ben Brown…...Da Gou louwi” Director 

Dr. Lynnika Butler ………….Linguist 

Nina Lorence…...Soulatluk Curriculum/Data Specialist 

Jazzmin Fontenot…..Da Gou Rou Louwi’ Manager 

Sadie Hall…...Da Gou Rou Louwi’ Docent 

Josh Rosewolf….Da Gou Rou Louwi’ Docent 

Brian Mead Jr…...Da Gou Rou Louwi’ Docent 

 

 

Ga’muluk Hagu’n Public Works Department 

Ted Hernandez……..Public Works Director/THPO  

Sebastian Rios Moreno…...Grounds Keeper 

Dakota James……..Water Operator in Training/Maintenance  

Brian Mead…….Water Operator in Training/Maintenance  

 

Tsek Houdaqh Education Department 

Elizabeth Hernandez …….Director 

Melinda Ramirez…………...Youth Program Assistant 

Alfredo Calderon…...Site Lead Fortuna Highschool 

 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “Natural Resources Department” 

Adam Canter…...Natural Resources Director 

Tiffany Douglas.…….Fisheries  Technician 

Marissa McGrew…...Natural Resources Technician 

Vacant……...Forest Resources Specialist 

Natalie Calderon………..Forestry Technician 

Lindsey Abernathy …………..Climate Specialist 

 



Change of Address Request Form 
This is to confirm that my new mailing address is as follows:   

  

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Address:  ______________________________  City:  ______________________  State:  _____ Zip:________ 

  

Email:  ______________________________   Telephone:  (          )  ____________________________ 

  

Previous Names Used:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  

Children who will be effected (legal name and Date of Birth:   

  

____________________________     _____________________________  ______________________________ 

  

  

____________________________     _____________________________   ______________________________ 

  

  

Signature:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wiyot Tribe 

1000 Wiyot Dr 

Loleta, CA 95551 


