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California Tribal Nations Summit 

Governor Newsom, his cabinet members, as well as all of the heads of all State agencies met 

on March 24, 2025, with California Tribal Nations in Sacramento.  Topics included Tribal affairs in the 

Newsom Administration, an overview of the Administration’s approach to tribal nations, as well as 

updates on several key initiatives.  Participants also discussed Federal Policy shifts and how recent 

policy, funding and staffing shifts may affect California Tribal Nations, where there may be opportuni-

ties for alignment and how to work across jurisdictions to advance mutual proprieties.   Tribes re-

ceived updates from State Departments and agencies.  Tribal Leaders and Governor Newsom dis-

cussed top priorities for collaborations in the new federal administration.  State departments and 

agencies gave brief updates on current and upcoming initiatives and opportunities for tribal nations.  

Tribal leaders also discussed how to continue to advance tribal priorities while navigating differences 

with state, local and federal counterparts.  
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Coastal Prairie Restoration and Food Sovereignty Project Kicks 
off at Table Bluff Reservation (TBR) 

The Wiyot Tribe’s Table Bluff Reservation (TBR) occupies a legacy coastal terrace prairie system boarding south Wigi 

(Humboldt Bay), which is now dominated by introduced non-native grasses.   The conversion of rich and diverse 

coastal prairies into more homogeneous and species poor systems has impacted ecosystem services and also con-

tributed to the decimation of many cultural activities associated with the native plant relatives originally found in 

these systems prior to European contact and settler-colonialism.  These impacts include a limiting of Tribal food sov-

ereignty and cultural lifeways like basketweaving and subsistence gathering, skills and arts that have been passed on 

from generation to generation since time immemorial, where presently Tribal citizens have limited access to cultur-

ally important plants (Wiyot internal citizen survey 2016).  The Wiyot seek to bring back traditional plants and cul-

tural fire to the Table Bluff Reservation and to assist with future restoration efforts for re-establishing traditionally 

important plants by researching the effectiveness of fire and other treatments in restoring the legacy herbaceous 

dominated prairie that was once present on TBR lands and more common around Wigi.   

A burn-box in action and 
plots with pre-treatments 
implemented before 
planting. February 2025, A. 
Canter 

Five key culturally important plant species, including two bulbs or geophytes, two forbs, and one grass 
were selected for this study based on their current and historical occurrence in coastal prairies on the 
North Coast, along with cultural significance to the Wiyot and other area tribes and being associated with 
ethnobotanical and indigenous landscapes.  The edible geophytes or “Indian potatoes” include the oneleaf 
onion (Allium unifolium) and blue dicks (Dipterostemon capitatum), the large forbs the coast angelica 
(Angelica hendersonii) and California figwort (Scrophularia californica), and California oatgrass (Danthonia 
californica), a keystone coastal prairie grass species. Given the tribal and state goals for the ecocultural res-
toration of coastal prairies and that little information is known about the effectiveness of some of these 
species in re-introductions, this study will provide useful information for future efforts at  

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 
Submitted By; NRD staff 
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TBR and elsewhere and evaluate success based on the pretreatments, environmental variables, and the func-
tional traits of the individual species and their floristic groups. Plants for the project came from TBR’s recent-
ly established native plant nursery, helping to illustrate how the nursery can contribute to beneficial restora-
tion projects on Wiyot lands.  The goal of the project is both to help inform future coastal prairie ecocultural 
restoration efforts and to get more traditional plants available for sustainable harvest within close proximity 
to Tribal citizens.  

WNRD staff and Cal Poly Rangeland Ecology 
students initiate a burn-box treatment at 
TBR. February 2025, A. Canter 

Wiyot Natural Resources Department (WNRD) Director, Adam Canter, is taking on the study as part of a master’s 

thesis funded by Cal Poly Humboldt in the Department of Rangeland Ecology with Dr. Justin Luong, and he is ex-

cited to get back to his botany roots (no pun intended). Plot pre-treatments and plantings, including weeding 

and controlled burn applications using 1x1 meter burn-boxes made of corrugated metal, along with a combina-

tion treatment and control, were implemented this February, taking advantage of the winter rains, which will 

help to get our five plant relatives established.  Thanks to all the students and staff that helped out!  The WNRD 

will keep the community informed about the progress of the project along with opportunities to get involved.  

Remember to get out and enjoy the spring wildflowers and take happiness in knowing a few more of our plant 

relatives have come home to Table Bluff.  

Shawir Darrudaluduk “We Belong to the Wilderness” 

Coastal Prairie Restoration and Food Sovereignty Project Kicks 
off at Table Bluff Reservation (TBR) 

Submitted By; NRD staff 
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Aging Sacramento Pikeminnow Scales: How Old Are They Really? 

Last summer, WNRD fisheries staff started collecting scales from invasive Sacramento pikeminnow during sup-

pression efforts. Like tree rings, fish scales can tell us the age of a fish by counting a “ring”, called an annuli, as 

one year in their life cycle. Learning more about how old fish are at what length can help us figure out how fast 

they grow and what changes their growth rates. For instance, male pikeminnow might grow slower than females, 

or pikeminnow from one area of the river might grow faster than another. 

Once a pikeminnow was caught, at least 10 scales were collected from the side of the fish below the dorsal fin 

and each pikeminnow was given a unique identification number for their scales and their information. Additional 

information taken for each pikeminnow includes location, length, and how it was caught. Each individual group 

of pikeminnow scales was given its own envelope and taken back to the office for further examination.  

Scales grow from the center and get bigger over time as new rings are added. When counting scales, it is im-

portant that we can count and see the center-most rings. Not all scales are as perfect as the one pictured on the 

left below - pikeminnow scales fall off easily during their life, and these are then replaced by newly grown scales. 

However, the center of the new scale will have no rings, and it is no longer possible to count the exact age. Scales 

that grow along the lateral line (the black line running horizontally along the pikeminnow) will have a long verti-

cal scar that extends from the center of the scale that also covers the inner ring. We try to choose scales with the 

best view of all the rings and take a picture with a microscope camera. Currently we are each making our age es-

timations for each scale independently. Next, we will compare each other’s guesses before assigning scales to a 

certain age.  

A Sacramento Pikeminnow 
scale with each annuli 
marked. This fish was 5 
years old. 

A scale taken from the lateral line  



Soulatuk Hougougou’ wurruwisugu’l “bringing the 

Wiyot language back to life” Submitted By: Lynnika Butler 

 

We’sagh Hulutgudaluqh, 2025 
May (“the 5th month”) 

ANA SOULATLUK CURRICULUM AND LESSONS 

In April, Lynnika and Nina continued Soulatluk lessons at Loleta Elementary, 

completing Unit 7: Lhatsik (a traditional story of Fortuna). Students core 
vocabulary (such as people words, eel, toad, 

good/bad & like/dislike) from the lhatsik “Fortuna” 
and listened to Della Prince’s telling of it. We also 

started Unit 8: Rrou Gou’wik (My Family), with 

students practicing words and phrases about relatives 

and friends. At Tsek Houdaqh, participants continue learning Unit 6 

(foods). 

NOTE: Email lynnika@wiyot.us if you would like copies/links to content from previous units.  

In May, we will teach Unit 9, which is all about shou’r (the ocean). We continue making 

progress in preparing the Da Da’louy (2nd year) Soulatluk curriculum with help from our 

pedagogical consultants. 

Also in April, we held another hybrid (in-person and virtual) community language class! April’s 

content focused on a few spring-weather phrases and related activities. Please join us for 

language classes in May! Check the Da Gou Rou Louwi’ Cultural Center section of the 

newsletter for May times and dates. 

LANGUAGE VIDEOS 
Don’t forget to check social media for the latest Soulatluk video release! (Scan the code at 

right and navigate to the Harouklhamu’n playlist to see the latest videos.) Remember that 
we have the cameras, iPads, and staff to help you create your own short Soulatluk video for 

the tribal community (and perhaps even for this year’s film festival…!).  

IMLS PLACE NAME MAPPING GRANT 
Lynnika is making great progress in completing the master place names list for this project, with several 

hundred Soulatluk names. Cultural staff is assisting in marking each name on a master map for Tribal 
use. Look for a summary of the work completed in next month’s newsletter. 

 

Rra’dutwasuduk waw (‘We respect/think highly of you all’ = respectfully), 

Lynnika Butler (Gutsviyaqhulilh / Linguist) lynnika@wiyot.us | (707) 798-1949 x302 

Nina Lorence-Ganong (Curriculum Development & Language Data Specialist) 



Submitted By: Jazzmin Fontenot 

Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center 
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Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center 
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Da gou rou louwi' Cultural Center 



Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 



Gou’ wil Da Lalouluwuk ‘taking care of people’ 
Submitted By: Valerie Reed 
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THE WIYOT TRIBE 

WORLD RENEWAL CEREMONY 

 

 
Location:  Rrawuraglu’ muk Dance grounds (“all my Relations”) 

Table Bluff Reservation Back 40 

 

Dates: May 24, Saturday Dance: Afternoon-12pm, Evening-6pm 

             

May 25, Sunday Dance:  Afternoon-12pm, Evening-6pm 

                           Potluck Sunday only for Lunch  

             

May 26, Monday Dance: Morning-8 am, Afternoon-12 pm 

 

What to bring: 

 

• Please bring your own chairs or something comfortable to sit on 

• Extra food for you and your family if needed 

• Blanket 

• Beverage 

 

Bring good thoughts and prayers! 
 

• There will be no camping for this event! 
 

This is an ALCOHOL& DRUG FREE EVENT 



Submitted By; Gary Markussen Jr. 
Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 







Submitted By: Valerie Reed 

Gou’ wil Da Lalouluwuk ‘taking care of people’ 



May 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
 

2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 
Happy 

Mother's 
Day 

12 
BCM 4pm 

13 14 15 16 17 
Armed Forces 

Day 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
World  

Renewal  
Ceremony 

25 
World  

Renewal  
Ceremony 

26 
Tribal Office 

closed-
Memorial 

Day Holiday 
 

World  
Renewal  

Ceremony 

27 28 29 30 31 

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
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Did you move and forget to 

change your address?  

 

Address changes can be faxed 

(707) 733-5601 or Emailed:    

 addresschange@wiyot.us   

If your address isn't up to 

date you may not receive 

your quarterly Rou Wenout-

wilh payments,  newsletter 

and other important Tribal 

mail.  Also, when changing 

your address make sure to 

include children who are part 

of your household.   

Please note there is a $25.00 

charge for a stop payment to 

replace checks lost in the 

mail.  This is a recovery fee 

for the bank charge to stop 

payment on the check.  To 

avoid this fee keep your ad-

dress up to date wait 90 days 

from the date the checks 

were mailed out to reissue 

another Rou Wenoutwilh 

check.   

Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 
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Submitted By: Fawn Lopez 

Wiyot Tribal Council 
Brian Mead  …... Tribal Chairman (2024-2028) 

Hazel Garcia…...Vice Chairman (2022-2026) 

Vacant…….....Secretary (2025-2029) 

Vanessa Rios……………….Treasurer  (2023-

2027) 

Melinda Ramirez…...Council Member ( 2025-

2029) 

Vacant…...Council Member (2023-2027) 

Leo James .…...Council Member (2024-2028) 

1000 Wiyot Drive 

Loleta, California 95551 

Phone: 

707.733.5055/800.388.7633 

Fax: 707.733.5601 

Da Rou Gawok “Everyone working Together” Administration                                                        

Michelle Vassel…...Tribal Administrator   

Gary Markussen Jr.…...Council Support 

      Fawn Lopez...Executive Assistant    

Hazel Garcia…………….Administrator Assistant 

Pilar James……………..Receptionist  

Larry Wheeler….…...Front Desk Clerk 

Farzad Forouhar …..Finance Manager 

Julian Herman....Accounts Payable Specialist 

 

Gou’will da lalouluwuk “Taking care of People” Health And      

Human Services Department  

Valerie Reed…….Health & Human Service Director 

Robert Pitts Jr……..Social Work Advocate                                                                               

Liz Edwards…….Laqilh Haluni (Elders Advocate)  

Brian Bolden …….....Transportation Driver   

Vanessa Rios…… Laqilh Haluni (Cook)                                                                  

Dr. Rita Wafler…...Licensed MFT 

 

Dishgamu Community Land Trust 

Michelle Vassel……..Director  

Donna Wilson………..Property Manager 

Jack Kennard…….Project Manager 

Randall Mead…….Solid Waste Technician 

 

Lhatsik Houmoulu’l “Cultural Department 

Ben Brown…...Da Gou louwi” Director 

Dr. Lynnika Butler ………….Linguist 

Nina Lorence…...Soulatluk Curriculum/Data Specialist 

Jazzmin Fontenot…..Da Gou Rou Louwi’ Manager 

Sadie Hall…...Da Gou Rou Louwi’ Docent 

Josh Rosewolf….Da Gou Rou Louwi’ Docent 

Brian Mead Jr…...Da Gou Rou Louwi’ Docent 

 

 

Ga’muluk Hagu’n Public Works Department 

Ted Hernandez……..Public Works Director/THPO  

Sebastian Rios Moreno…...Grounds Keeper 

Dakota James……..Water Operator in Training/Maintenance  

Brian Mead…….Water Operator in Training/Maintenance  

 

Tsek Houdaqh Education Department 

Elizabeth Hernandez …….Director 

Melinda Ramirez…………...Youth Program Assistant 

Alfredo Calderon…...Site Lead Fortuna Highschool 

 

Shawir Darrudaluduk “Natural Resources Department” 

Adam Canter…...Natural Resources Director 

Tiffany Douglas.…….Fisheries  Technician 

Marissa McGrew…...Natural Resource Assistant Director 

Vacant……...Forest Resources Specialist 

Natalie Calderon………..Forestry Technician 

Lindsey Abernathy …………..Climate Specialist 

 

Gock Wuck “Knowledge” 



Change of Address Request Form 
This is to confirm that my new mailing address is as follows:   

  

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Address:  ______________________________  City:  ______________________  State:  _____ Zip:________ 

  

Email:  ______________________________   Telephone:  (          )  ____________________________ 

  

Previous Names Used:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  

Children who will be effected (legal name and Date of Birth:   

  

____________________________     _____________________________  ______________________________ 

  

  

____________________________     _____________________________   ______________________________ 

  

  

Signature:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wiyot Tribe 

1000 Wiyot Dr 

Loleta, CA 95551 


